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REFORMS IN THE ARMENIAN
CHURCH PROPOSED.

At a recent meeting of the Armenian Religious Council
certain definite propositions with reference to the calling of 4
General Church Council in September and the introduction
of reforms in the ritual and polity of the National Church
were presented by the Rev. Kunell Kalemkiarian, Archiman-
drite, The Council accepted the propositions in principle
and voted to distribute copies of the same among the mem-
bers of the Council, and, after securing their individual opin-
ions, to present the whole question at the meeting of the Ge-
neral Council.

The reforms proposed are outlined in a letter addressed
to the Right Rev. Yeghishé Tourian, Patriarch, and Chairman
of the Religious Council. This matter isof such vital im-
portance; as marking the beginning of changes in the oldest
Mational Church in the world, that we venture to give our
readers a translation of the whole letter. It reads as follows.

“Our National Church, whose existence is a matter of
centuries, has, in the course of its history, been a church of
the people in so far as it has comprehended the demands of
the times in which it has lived and has endeavored to safisfy
the irresistible needs arising  from the spiritual longings of
believers. This in itself was the result of a conscious convic-
tion since the Armenian Church, as a body of Christian be-
lievers, from the earliest times rightly recognized, asan ex,
pression of one beautiful phase of its character, the need of giv-
ing importance to the practical side of plety ; and, in fact, in
the order and arrangement of the ritual and of religious mat-
ters and in the work of adminisirative organization a broad
plece has always been given to the united wishes of be-
lieving souls, with the practical purpose m view of sinngilwm
ing the piety of the people.

Thus, in the coirse of 'centuries, our Church, while re-
maining independent and unshaken in its fundamental creed
and doctrines, has accepted, especially in the mode of expres-
sion, whatever reflecled the morality of the people and has
given prompt attention to satisfying their needs and their de-
mands, In illustration of this [ would like to bring forward
several examples from history,

1, . After its foundation in the Apostolic age the ﬁrmen-
ian Church, at the beginning of the 5t century, took into se-
rious consideration the absolute necessity of ceasing to use in
speech and writing the Assyrian and Greek languages and of
speaking to the believing soul in the Armenian language itself
in order to produce results by the direct'inspiration of the true

spirit of the Gospel.  In the face of such a vital reguirement
the clergy and laity united in love and harmonious” coopera-
tion to fill this need of the Church, and, by virtue of the
tireless efforts and the strenuous labors of those peerless
men, St Mesrob and St Sahag, the Armenian, alphabet was
found and the need of the Armenian Church was complelely
and successfully met.

2, The wearisomeness of the monotonous. repetition of
Psalms in the services of the Church had impressed iiself so
much on the believers that the demand for sacred music ori-
ginated, and gradually the pens of pur theological and liter-
ary Church Fathers produced our priceless liturgies and their
soul inspiring music. |

3. In the course of time, when the development of
thought and the culture of taste had spread among our peo-
ple also, the oriental custom of celebrating Mass in vestments
of skins and in cowls, of which the clergy of the school of
Toutia were warm supporters, came toan end; while the
comparatively enlightened Armenian clergy of Cilicia, under
the leadership of St. Nerses of Lampron, grasped the demand
of the time and worthily, satisfied  the cultured taste of the
people by introducing the use of becoming vestments,

4. Every Armenian who knows the history of our Church
gratefully admils the great services rendered by Nerses Shnor
hali (the Grace-endowed) in the work of ecclesiastical reform
and reconstruction.  He made felt the need of  reforming, at
the beginning of the 12th century, the calendar and ritual of
a Church which had lived for eleven hundred years, and our
illustrious Patriarch brought his plan to perfection, in accord-
ance with the demands of the time, by giving new splendor to
the Church and by strengthening the love and religious fervor
of the people.

5. Finally the Church Calendar which we use lr.-dny re-
ceived its completed form at the end of the 18t century un-
der the lendership of Simeon Catholikos, The' difference
between the old and the new Calendars is'very evident by
the fact that the new or Simonean calendar of Church festi-
tivals contains mutilations, additions and transpositions. The
preceding century gave rise to demands for these changes and
Simeon Catholikos; of blessed memory, took them under con-
sideration and tried to satisfy those who called for: them.

Now, Revered Father, these .obvious historical facts in
truth, illustrate the spirit.of our National Church with res-
pect to-‘its. .commemorative and ritualistic character, It is
triue that the Armenian Churéh - bas made no changes in the
fundamental principles of the Christian doctrines; on the
contrary it has kept ‘unchanged and always must keep un-
changed whatever it received from the Gospels, from the



2 @he Orient

Apostles and, on the same foundations, from the three Gen-
eral Councils of Nicaea, Constantinople, and Ephesus.

But, nevertheless, in truth and with perfect right
it accepted certain reforms in its external and organic
phases. Therefore there is no reason why, at the beginning
of the 20t century, with its greatly multiplied needs, atten-
tion 'should not be turned to several important ' points which
have made the need of reforms seem all the greater and to
seek a satisfaclory solution, of course with the understand-
ing that the united will of the National Church and all the
conditions ‘of legal form are to be’conscientiously followed.

Therefore, basing what [ have to say on the history of
our own Church, in which your Grace' is thoroughly versed,
and regarding the time as having come to satisfy the popular
demands of the day, [ humbly present herewith to Your
Grace and to the Relipious Council the poinis in which, in
my opinion, reforms are needed, begging that a General
Council be called to take these matters under consideration
and after deliberating on these and  other questions, if there
should be others, to prepare a memorial for presentation at
the Holy Seat of the Catholicate in Etchmiadzin for the con-
sideration of the Mational General Council which, by the de-
cision of His Holiness the Catholikos of all Armenians, is
there to be convened.

My propositions are the following.

A, To abbreviate in a suitable manner the daily morn-
ing and evening services, and those [of baptism, ordination,
marriage, and burial of the dead, whether of the clergy or
the laity.

B. To translate inlo modern Armenian the written ser-
mons and counsels used and also the Scripture Readings of
the marriage ceremony.

C. To permit the solemnization of marriage at all sea-
sons, just as the other sacraments are permitted.

D, To remove from the Church Calendar the names of
foreign and unknown sainis.

E. Tocommemorate only once during the year the
name of a saint whose festival now occurs more than once.

F, To enrich our purely national festivals, setting aside
special memorial days for well known Armenian Confessors,
Martyrs of the Faith, and those martyred in limes of general

massacre.

. To revise the courses of study in the Armenian theo-
logical schools, so that together with religious knowledge
maore importance may  be attached to the need of a mental
training that shall meet the demands of the time.

H. To reduce the excessive number of ornaments and
candlés on the holy altars.

__In case it is ne , Reverend Father, 1 am ready to
give oral explanations before the CGeneral Council in order
to make clearer the details of my propositions.

In filial duty and with deepest respect,
I remain,
KUNELL KALEMKIARIAN,
Archimandrife
Member of the Religious Council,

Several clergymen, who are members of the Religious
Council, also signed this letter to the Patriarch.

EMPIRE NEWS.
The Capital.

On Monday a rumor was current in the city that a fatal
case of cholera had appeared in Galata, but the Department
of Health; states that thus far cholera has nol made its ap-
pearance in Constantinople,

The Ottoman Deputies of Greek Nationality presented
a long memorial, to the Sheikh-ul-Islam, stating the griev-
ances of their people and appealing to him to act as media-
tor. They were received cordially by the Sheikh-ul-Islam,
who promised that the matter would be taken under consi-
deration. It is understood however, thal the Ministry will
take no action’ until the return of Hakki Pasha, the Grand
Vizier. In the meantime the Greek Patriarchate declares that
the work of chosing electors, who are to elect the represenia-
tives for the General Council, will be continued.

The Correspondent of the Newe Frefe Presse telegraphs
that the British Ambassador expressed the wish to the Minis-
ter of Foreign Affairs that the Sublime Porte would man-
tain a.more concidiatory attitude foward Christian Nationa.
lities. Moreover the British Minister of Foreign Affairs is
said to have made the same observation to the Ottoman Am-
bassador in London. The Vienna paper adds that these ex-
pressions produced an unfavorable effect at the Sublime Porte.

It is said that in Young Turk circles an impression pre-
vails that England is responsible for the demand made by
Cireece for an indemnity to cover the losses occasioned by
the boyeott.

The Council of State, in reply to the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, states that even in civilized European countries wo-
men are not allowed to practice medecine. Therefore the
granting of such permission to women might be injurious.
In accordance with this reply it was decided not to give per-
mission to practice medicine to women and to forbid women
physicians who are foreign subjects to practice in Turkey.

The Depesh Otfemman announces that, the Government
has ordered a swift cruiser from an American firm.

The Chirket Hairif has decided to run its steamers on
the Bosphorus on European time. The new schedule will be
put into effect after Ramazan.

The Naval Commission, encouraged by the large con-
tributions made from the provinces for the Navy, has decided
to place an order for three more Dreadnoughts.

The Chirket Hairié plans to spend 150,000 liras in the
purchase of ten new steamers for the Bosphorus service,
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THE PROVINCES.

Since the cancelling of the law requiring local pasports
{teskeres) a period of about two months. the railway between
Salonica and Constantinople has carried 4,000 more passen-
gers than usual, an increase of 20 %. [f this rate of increase
continues, the additional profit of the railway in one year will
be one million francs.

_

A despatch which appears in the Bosfon Transcript
says, “According to the New York Times, a group of New
York capitalists have completed their plan for the construc-
tion of railways in Asiatic Turkey, and are prepared to spend
from sixty to one hundred million dollars, which will open
to modern development the mineral wealth of Eastern Tur-
key. The plan, which was in consideration for years, took
shape last fall. The Ottoman — American Development Com-
pany was incorporated under the laws of the state of New
Jersey, with a nominal capital of & 500,000. For obvious rea-
sons, the work of organization was carried on quietly. Itis
understood that representatives of the MNew York syndicate,
will start this month for Turkey in order to complete the de-
tails. The Ottoman Ministry has already passed favorably on
the agreement by which the Company receives a concession
of 1,200 miles of railway logether with mining privileges,
and, when the Ottoman Parliament reassembles, on Dec. 154
there is every reason to believe that the action of the Govern-
ment will receive endorsement.”

A despatch from Erzroom, dated the 27 of August, an-
nounced a new case of cholera. On the following day a
despatch announced that two travellers from Russia were
seized with cholera outside of the city, One of them died
and the other was isolated. On the same day one person
died from cholera in the city.

The sheep taxes up to the beginning of August amount-
ed to 2,160,000 liras. This is the largest revenue yet received
from this source.

A group of PBritish Capitalists have come to an agree-
ment with M. Stilianidi to extend his system of insurance on
silk culture.  This undertating promises to give a fresh im-
petus to the silk industry of Turkey, and will be especially
beneficial to those of small means,

European capitalists, represented by Nedjib Bey of Bei-
rul, have asked for the concession to develop  the 37 million
hectars of lands seized by Abdul Hamid. They promise to
make a loan to the Government of 100,000,000 francs at four
percent.

NOTES.

Dr. Patton of the A, B. C. F. M. is intending to make a
visit this fall to the Missions in India and Africa. He will

come via Constantinople and visit Bardezag, Adabazar, Smyr-
na, Tarsus, Adana, Marash, Aintab, Aleppo, and Beirut.

The last word from Boston spoke discouragingly of the
closing of the Board's financial year, August 31st. The re-
ceipts for June and July showed a large falling off,

On Saturday Mr. Barstow and Miss Riggs sailed for
Samsoun, the former on his way to Mardin and the latter to
Harpoot.

—

On Saturday of this week the Hon. Oscar 5. Straus,
American Ambassador, is leaving for the United States. On
Tuesday he was received i audience by His Majesty, the
Sultan.

Miss Jillson left Constantinople on Saturday to take
charge of the American Girl's School in Brousa. She reports
a cordial reception on part of the people and bright prospects
for the School. :

On the 20th the Avedaper published on its cover page a
picture of a large threshing machine made entirely in Adana
by an Armenian. The capital was furnished by a  Turkish
family. The man who made every part of the machine is an
artisan of no education. He not only produced a perfect
working thresher but introduced an improvement which, if
patented, would mean a fortune to the inventor. The name
of this natural genius is Levon Marashlian.

—_—

The Alumnae Association of the American College for
Girls gave a concert on Tuesday evening August 19, in the
Salon of Hotel Tocatlian in Therapia to a large and enthu-
siastic nudience. The concert was given under the gracious
patronage of Mrs. Oscar S, Straus and the proceeds are to be
devoted to “The Students’ Building Fund,'. The artists were
Miss Vivian Edwards (Soprano) Mr. Leza Hegyei (Piano) and
Mr. Mason-Meyer (Recitations). The proceeds of the concert
exceed 30 liras,
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For America, England, and other Countries S1, or 4
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Single Coples 20 paras, or 1 penny, Special Numbers 40
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Chegues, money orders, eash, or stamps in payment for sub-
scriptions or advertising should be sent to W, W, Peel, Esq., Trea-
surer, American Bible House, Constantinople, Turkey.({Open Mall,
vla London,)
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WALTER SEAGER & Co.

Meimanetli Han, Galata,
CONSTANTINOPLE.

[ . T T,

Before fixing your berths for the States apply
to us for full information as to Cunard sailings.
We can deliver tickets on application by any
Cunard sailing, and are willing to relieve our
Patrons of all trouble and responsibility in con-
nection with their luggage,

A Palatial Cunarder leaves Liverpool for New
York every Saturday and every other Tuesday.

Cunard sailings from Naples are as follows: —

CarpaTia  Sept. 21, Saxosia Nov. 16,
Pannonia Oct. 5. Pawnnonia Nov. 23.
Uvrtonia Oct. 19 Urronta  “Dec. 7.
Carratia  Nov., 2.  Carmania  Dec. 20.
Rates, First Class from Liverpool, from £ 16.10,0.
Second Cabin from £ .9.10.0.

in accordance with Steamer and Cabin.

Rates from Naples:
First Class, from
Second . "

£14.10.0.
£12. 0.0.

THE “ECONOMIG” CO-OPERATIVE
SOCIETY L™

CONSTANTINOPLE.
HEAD OFFICE:

PERA, 12, Tepe-Bachi.

1, Rue Hezarene, Galata.

KADIKEUI, 21, Muhurdar Djiatessi.
STAMBOUL, 15, Rue Eski Zaptié.

Branches:

'_ PERA, 5, Tunnel Han. Book, & Newspaper,

Special Parcel Post Department for all the
Towns of Turkey. Goods shipped also to Bul-
garia, Servia, Roumania.

! “Price lists -in Turkish, - French, or English,
giving full Details, free from the Head Office.

1, Rue Hezaréne, Galata.

.

Telegrams “ECONOMIC" Galata

EDWARD LA FONTAINE & SONS

Established 1845
Angora & HKorassandjian Hans; Sirkedji, Constantinople.

A British firm transacling business as Commission Mer=
chants, Coal Merchanis, Fire & Marine Insurance Agents,
Shipping Agents, Rubber Shoe Merchants ete., ete.

ALSO
WHOLESALE DRUGGISTS

This is a new Department, which is being run on up-to-
date lines,

We can suply  all Pharmaceutical requirements at rock
bottom prices, and would esteem the favour of enguiries.

We act as Wholesale depot in Turkey for Messrs Bur-
roughs, Wellcome & Co. of London, and ai'ways keep in hand
a large and varied Stock of their fine products, which are
sold, by agreement, at London list prices.

NORTH GERMAN LLOYD
BEREMEN
Snloon Steamers

Renowned for their comfort and cuisine

Regular Express Service between Barcelona, Marseilles,
Genoa, Maples, Catania, Piraeus, Smyrma, Constantinople,
Odessa, Nicolajeff, Batoum and vice versa

By the luxurious steamers "Therapia”, “Stambul", . and
“USkutari'’,

Regular forinightly Sailings from Constantinople to
Smyrna, Piracus, Catania, Naples, Genoa, Marseilles and
Barcelona.

Circular tickets I. Class from Constantinople to Paris via
Cienoa or Marseilles.

Circular tickets I. Class from Constantinople to Ceneva
via Genoa or Marseilles.

Connections at Naples for Palermo, Algiers, Gibraltar,
MNew-York, Southampton, North European poris, Alexandria,
Port Said, the Far East and Australia.

Express Service batween Bremen-Southampton (London) -
Cherbourg (Paris)—New-York.

Bremen-Baltimore Bremen-Galveston
Bremen-Lon Plata Bremen-Cuba Bremen-Brazil
Tickeis issued to all parts of the world.

e

For Passengers and Goods apply to the General Agent

M. MEWES,
Galata, Moumhané, Rue Charab Iskelessi, N3 7 & 9.

Ol ST gy afletd o sda gyl 0
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Frinted by H. MATTEOSIAN, Constantinople.



