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ABSTRACT

Taci-zdde Ca'fer Celebi was a prominent figure in the political life of Ottoman
sceiety in the late 15th and early 16th centuries, who both as a member of the
council of State and as a personality of distinction in the lterary activities of the
period was able to influence future developments in these spheres. However, apart
from a few articles in works of an encyclopaedic nature, no study has hitherto
bkeen devoted to his life and his activities as a poet and statesman. The present
astudy collects all the existing information on his life and his career, and presents
for the first time a reliable biography, seeking as well to establish his position in
the literary envirenment of the age and in the Ottoman administration.

Tici-zade Cafer Gelebl may be regarded as one of the representative men of
Ottoman society in the late 15th and early 16th centuries. A scholar, a post and a
statesman, he achieved distinction in the nascent educational and administrative ins-
titution, and by his poetry and prose works contributed to the cultural life of the
new society and the formation of a language in which thls might find expression.
While regarded as a poet of secondary rank, his verse Is still superior to that of
most of his contemporarias; and were it not that he was rivalled by such great poets
as Ahmed Pasa, Necati and Mesihi, it is likely that his reputation would have been
greater than later critics allowed.

He lived in one of the most dynamic periods of Ottoman history, at that very
time when the foundations were being laid for the distinctive Islamic Society created
by the Ottomans: and for much of his life he was associated with the governmental
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apparatus that was guiding and shaping this. The efforts of Mehmed ! to adorn his
new capital with monuments commensurate to the greatness of his Christian prede-
cessors were matched by his care that these should be staffed and directed by the
most eminent figures in learning and culture that the Islamic East had to provide,!
These forelgners were a stimulus and a challenge to the native scholars, who sought
to emulate and exceed them within their own cultural milieu. That the poetry of
Persia could be given an authentic Ottoman voice had been the contribution of the
Ahmed Pasas and the Necétis, and in elegant prose composition it was men such
as Ca'fer Celebi who demonstrated that Turkish could be no less beautiful and exp
ressive than that of the Perslan mimsis.

Those features of literature and learning which were later to become the lifeless
stereotypes of Ottoman culture found their first expression in this period, and they
present themselves to us with vigour and freshness. One can sense the élan and
enthusiasm of a new creative impulse in much of the literary productions associated
with the relgns of Mehmed Il and Bayezid H, the latter being no less concerned than
his father to foster the intellectual and artistic activities that would lend renown to
the dynasty.2 A man of many talents such as Ca'fer Gelebi found here an ideal
situation In which to develop and mature; and the very freguency of his complaints
in his poetry that he was not receiving due recognition for hils qualities must be
taken as an indication that such atiributes commanded, and were expected to command,
reward from the very centre of power.

After having achieved a positlon within the administrative institution, Ca'fer
himself was able to extend such patronage to men of ability in bhoth poetry and
prose writing, and in this way fostered the cultural activities of the age as well
as contributing to them. It is to cultiveted personalities of this kind that we must
look if we would wish to explain the flourishing literary life of Bayezid's reign, a
period that contributed as much to the spiritual deveiopment of Ottoman society as
had his predecessor's to its military and political achievements. The poat was accor-
ded as of right a position in society; not as & teacher or a preacher, but as one who
tempered and refined the spirit of what was still basically a military state, in which
the attitude of the camp intruded even Into urban life. Ca'fer’'s own tragic end iflus-
trates how difficult it was to resolve the contradictory tendencies, when the renewed
military energies of the state under Selim allowed the balance which seemed to have
been achieved by Bayezid Il to swing once again in favour of the soldier.

‘e

t Her kanda bir ‘dlim-i miitebahhir-i-miiteferrid var ise, eger diyara Hindde wve eger vildyet-i
Sindde, hezar ikrdm ve Htifatla yolinda begl-i mal-fi-mendl idiib, mepdsiba ‘iliye ve meratib-j
te'alive birle istimiletler viritb, bi-z-zariwe her birine vedd-1 vatan ve terk-i mesken itdiirtirmis,
Latifi, pp. 61-1.

See also Hanna Sohrweide, *Dichter upd Gelehrie aus dem Osten Ln Osmanischen Beich (1453 -
1600}, Ein Beitrag zur tiwrkisch - persichen Kulturgeschichte', Der Islam 46 (1970), pp. 262 - 302

? ... Bunlarn ‘shd-u-'aseinda sutécd gokdr ve ol devrde nazmer le'dli-intizdmdan bihter bir Kili-y
rd'ic yokdi. Suwhrd-ye ROomun ekser ser-amedleri bunlar devrinde gelmiislerdir wve bu ‘asirda
sihret bulmislardur. Ve cevd'iz ve ‘atiyisin ve vazd'if ve saliyinesin yer otuz neferden miltecaviz
54'ir-i méhir var idi. Ve vilayet-i ‘Acemde bunlardan dahi Mevldnd Cimiye her sl bin ‘aded
fitori varurdi. Latifi, p. 63.
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The only seurce in which any mention is made of the genealogy of Ca'fer Gelebi
is Hiiseyin Hitsdmeddin's still unpublished Nisancilar Duragi.? As has often been the
complaint of his major work, Amasya Tarihi, here, too, he neglects to show from where
he derived his information, which consequently must be treated with reserve. The
notice on Ca'fer Gelebi is to be found on pages 68-73, and begins :

Ca'fer Celebi: Amasyahdir. [stanbulda Tdci Bag dimekle meshor olan Kefe
Beglerbegls] Hact Beg-zide Tachddin ibrahim Pasa b. Safiyiddin Mustafa
Colebi b. Gazi Mehmed Beg b. es-Seyh ‘Ald’eddin ‘Ali b. Ibrdhim mahdamu
olub, Taci Begzide dimekle meshirdur,

No mention is to be found in the usual sources about any of the individuals
mentfoned in this genealogy, and it is only about his father, Tici Beg, that we have
information which may be regarded as historlcal.

According to Laiifi¢ and ‘Asik Celebi,5 Taci Beg came from a noble family. In
the Amasya Tarihi (I, 226) Hiiseyin Hiisdmeddin places Tici Beg among the retalners
of Haci Beg-zide Halil Beg b. Gazi Mehmed Beg in Amasya, and says that in 866
(1461-2) he entered the service of Sehzide Béyezid, who at that time was governor
of the province. It would seem that he gained the confidence and the respect of
the future sultdn, and in the SN (I, 487) he Is spoken of as his miidebbiri’ l-umdr. s
In the Basvekalet Arsivi (Ali Emiri Tasnifi nu. 32) there is a ferman of Sultan Mehmed
Il, dated 883(1478), In which it Is mentioned that the wife of Taci purchased a
vlllage from Béyezid's mother; Taci Beg is therein described as oglum kapusinda hiz-
met iden. In the same archive there is the tahrir defteri for Tokat which also dates
from the time of Mehmed I, and on page 49 Taci Beg Is mentioned among the military
chiefs (ser‘asker) of Amasya.?

Very little reliance can be placed on the other information about Taci Beg, given
by Hiseyin Hiisdmedin in his Amasya Tarihi. In 875(1470-1), we are told that Téci Beg, a
poet of Amasya, became nisdnct to Sehzéde Bayezid (i, 228); in 883 (1478), he Is
said to have fled to Baghdad to escape Mehmed I's punishment for having encouraged

3 The only copy of this work is in the private possession of his son, Kemaleddin Yasar, now
resident in Istanbul. See for description of this work, Turgut Akpinar, ‘Amasya Tarihi Yazan
Hiiseyin Hiisameddin ve Bilinmeyen Eserleri’, Bibliyografya, I, 3 (Ankara 1972), pp. 163 -8.

4 "Uliivv-i neseb ve kemdl-i haseble mevsifdur. Latifi, p. 117,

5 Taci Begliiler Rimda seref ve cih ile ma‘ritf hiinedin ve 5zide ve hin-zadediir. ‘Astk Celebd, 60a.

6 'Asik Celebi (60a) calls him the Mili of $ehzide Bayezid, but'Ali (Kiinhii 1-Ahbar, 204a-b) says that
‘Asik Celebi was confused by the title “beg” and that in fact he was only his miidebbirii ‘l-umr,
which he explains meant hassa eminl. Kitib Celebi (Stillemii ‘I-vilsiil, Sehid Ali Pasa 1887, p. 345)
also calls him the miidebbirit ‘lumir, In his introduction to Ca'fer Celebi's Mahritse-l Istanbul
Fetihnimesi (supplement to TOEM, 20-21) Hilis Efendi also refers to Tici Beg as the Wla of
Sehzade Béyezid, although he may be merely following ‘Asik Celebi in this.

7 Tokat Tahrir Defteri No. 15. For the reproduction of this record see Appendiz A.f. Kinali-zide
also says that Ca'fer’s father was sihib-i seyf, which means that he was from the military
class (70a).
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$ehzAde Béyezid in dissolute practices (iii, 231).8 In 887(1482), however, he returned
from Baghdad to Amasya and again bacame nigénci, presumably to Sehzdde Ahmed for
by this time Béyezid had become sultan. {iii, 235). The other Information given in this
work 1s very doubtful, and seems hardly worth repeating.

In the Beda'l ‘W’l-Vekd'l a story is related from Ca'fer Gelebi about how his father,
while in Amasya, had been glven a purse of 3000 akges by Sehzéde Bayszid to be dis-
tributed amongst the dervises of Celebi Halife ($Seyh Mehmed Celebi el-Cemali el-
Karamani) in order that they might pray for his intentlon.® This may be taken as
indicating a close relation between Taci Beg and Sehzdde Béayezid, which would cer-
tainly have favoured the fortunes of Ca'fer after the latter ascended the throne.

The date of Tici beg's death would seem to be beyond dispute: in four chronog-
rams given at the end of his son Sa'di Gelebi's Miinge'dt this is fixed at 890(1485). 18
In the Siilllem K&tib Celebi says that his death occurred in Muharrem of this year,
and that he was then fifty-four years of age; !t this would place his birth in 836(1432-3), 12

In the two tezkires, Taci Beg is included among the poets of his age. Latifi descri-
bes him as the defterddr of Sehzédde Bayezid in Amasya and quotes a single matla’ as
a sample of his work: 13

Gz yaslu gohil ziilfi perisénlar iginde

Kaldum karafiu gicede baradnlar i¢lnde

Kinali-zdde Hasan Gelebi merely repeats Latifi, who was clearly hls only source,
and offers the same verse (67b).

In the Tuhfed Hattdtin {p. 147) he Is listed among the calligraphers and is said
to have studied the art along with Seyh Hamdullgh, but the name of their master Is
not mentioned, ¥

§ The document in Feridin Beg's Miinse'at (I, 263-4) to which Hiiseyin Hiishmeddin refers doss
not mention Téaci Beg arnong the individuals accused by the sultin. The document, moreover, is
dated 12 Muharrem 884 - the Amasya Tariht would have it written in 873 or 381!

9 Hiiseyin, Bed®'Fil ‘I-Veka'l", II, 310a, ed. A.5. Tveritinova, Moscow 1961.

10 Sa'di Celebl Miinse'dts, ed. Necati Lugal and Adnan Erzi (Istanbul 1936), pp. 63 -69. Despite
this definite evidence, the editors still attribute a letter dated %06 to Taci Beg! (Introduction
vii) The letter is by Ca'fer Qelebi, who in this work is usuallv referred to as Efendi.

1 Siidlem, p. 365.

12 The name of his wife (or may of one of his wives) is recorded as Rabi'a Hatun. CE. O.L.
Barkan, ‘Ayasofya Camii ve Eyiib Tiirbesinin 1489 - 1491 wiliartna ait Muohasebe bilangolar,’ Ik-
tisat Fakiiltesi Mecmuas:i, XXIIT, 1-2, (Istanbul 1962), p. 359. In the same Muhasebe mention
is made of his two sons Ca'fer and Sa'di as recipients of incomes from the vakfs of Ayasofya
and Eyiib Tiirbesi between the years 1489 and 1491 (p. 357).

13 p. 108,

14 According to Ekrem Hakki Ayverdi no examples of his calligraphy have survived (Fatih Devri
Haitatlar: ve Hat Sanati, Istanbul 1953, p. 49).
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Ca'fer Is reported to have been born in Amasya in Sa‘ban 856 (Aug. 1452).!5 His
early education in this city was recelved from Sevhizide Abdi, Mu'id-zide Muhyiddin
Mehmed, Horaséni-zide es-Seyyld ‘Abdullah Gelebi, !¢ and because of the position and

the interests of his father this would presumably be the best that could be found
at that time. 1

We do not know at what age he left Amasya to continue hls studles under scholars
of greater reputation, but it would seem likely that it was Bursa rather than lstanbul
that would offer him an advanced education at this time. The Seméniye in Istanbul
did not begin to recelve scholars until after Receb 875(Jan. 1471), and most of the
teachers under whom he is reported to have studied remalned In Bursa to teach in
the medresses of that city. According to SN these were Hacy Hasanzfide (d. 911/
1505-6), el-Kastalani (d. 901/1495-6), Hatibzéde (d. 501/1495-8) and H'ace-zade (d. 893/
1498). 8 In the Heves-néme he mentions several of the prominent scholars of the Se-
méniye, amongst whom three of these names figure:

Sifat-1 Seméniye
8u cami’ gevrasinde ol Sehingih
K'am itsiin garik-1 rahmet Alldh

Bind Itmls sekiz ‘ali medérls
Ki her birinde bir ulu miiderris

i5 This date is given by Hiiseyin Hiisirneddin in Nigancilar, p. 63; however, Katib Celebi in the
Siillem (p. 69}, says that he was 53 years of age when he died in 921, and this would put his
birth in the year 368 (1463-4).

In the Heves-niame (85b), which was completed in 599 (1493-4), reference is made to his Jove
affair with a young woman which mey have occurred shortly after his arrival in Istanbul
about the year 891, in the course of which he refers to himself as being twenty-two years
of age:

Egergi her sozidiir bir risile

‘Acebdiir var ise bist U1 dii séle

Although there can be no absolute confidence placed in such tenuous evidence, this might be
taken as broadly confirming the date of birth which can be deduced from the Siillem.

16 Nisancdar, p. 68.

IT Sehl, p. 28; Kiinhil ‘1-Ahbdr, 204b.

15 SN, I, 487: Mecdi, 435. 1. H. Uzuncarsii says that Hizir Beg, the first kddr of Istanbul was also
one of Ca'fer's masters, but this would be impossible in as much as Hizir Beg died in 863!
(lmiye Tegkilati, p. 229).

In a chronogram by Ca'fer Celebi to be found in his brother's Miinge'at (p. 82), another of his
teachers at this tirne would appear to have been Kadi-zide (d. 399/1493-4):

Kadi-zide mu'in-i ser’~i kavim

Ki meré bud bihterin iistad

SBevviimin riz ez meh-i remazin

Sud birin z'in sarfy-1 hiizn-Gbad

Her ki be-snid giift der tarih

Vatan-t o behist-i baki bad
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Egergi her biridiir bahr-1 irfan
Velikin dérdidiir derya-yi ‘ummén

Hatib-ogih biri ol merd-i déna
K'anuiila idemez bahs Ibn-l Sind

Biri dahi Arab meghdrs ‘dlem
Siatide kavli fI'li dini muhkem

Yiter fazlina anuii bu “alame
Ki fetvds: yiirGr Rim ile Sama

Biri deryay1 dénls Kastalani
K'odur hikmetde Eflatun- sani

Biri Haci Hasan-zade Vahidi
Zamanufi muktedas) vii feridi

Fazilet ma'deni vii ilm kami
Seri'at mesnedi Nu'man-1 séni

Musahhar tab’ina ma’kiil-G-menkil
Selamet dzre zihn-i paki mecbil

Bular erbab- fazlui ‘umdesidiir
Mevili-yi ‘izdmuit zibdesidir

Heves-ndme 12a, 3-14

We may assume from the fact that he singles them out for special mention that
they may have formerly been his own teachers in Bursa.

He received his miilazemet from Haci Hasan-zdde.® He himself speaks of his
accomplishments (Divan, p. 112)™:

86. Kilmusam hayli ehfdise tefésire nazar
Olmigam ashéb-1 fikh- din arasinda benédm

87, Cekmisem zahmet usil ile furl‘a bi-hesab
ltmigem fenn-i kelam u hikmete ok ihtimém

As well as these formal studies, he also achleved a reputation as a calllgrapher,
having bean a pupil of the famous Seyh Hamdullah.®

According to "Asik Gelebl, Ca'fer Gelebi, having finished his studies, entered the
career of teaching.2l It seems probable that his first appointment was to the med-

* For the references to the Divam, my unpublished edition is used, Ph. D. Thesis, Edinburgh
University, 1977,

19 'Apk Celebl, 60a; Kinali-zdde, 70a; Riyazi, 45b; Hilnhii ‘L-Ahbdr, 204b.
2 Tuhfed Haitdtin, p. 148; 'OM, 1., p. 263.
2t rAsik Celebi, 60a.
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rese in Slmav, where he also acted as kadi.2 Mecdi mentions a mosque which he
built in this city; 2 and in the vakf for his other mosque In Istanbul, provision is made
for the stipends of the imém and the mii'ezzin of the one In Simav. 2

Hiseyln Hisameddin records an interesting Incident which must have occurred

during this appointment:

Sehzide Cem mes'slesinde mukaddemd misarun ileyhe takdim eyledigi bir
‘ubidiyet-ndmesl tutulub tarafdarliy ile itham edildiginden 889'da ‘azl ve haps
edildi. Yedikule zindaninda bir-bucuk yd kadar kaldi. Sonra takdim eyledigi
bir kasidesi ve Amasyall ricalin gefd'ati neticesinde 891'de itlak edildi. %

The kaside mentioned here would probably be that found on page 512 of his

divin, and this would give relevance to such beyts as:

6. Sikdyetiim katr gokdur zemaneden géhé
KI ben kemine husGsinda 1tdi gok taksir

7. Su clirm icGn ki ‘udil eylediim tarikimden
Déne done felegd dOn-nevéz ide ta'zir

13. Olan bhod oldi mezid mé mezd giden gitdi
Ki bbyle yazmug imig ant Katib-i takdir

25. Yine tarikiime varmaga eyleyiib himmet
Hardbe g8flimi anunla eyleyem ta'mir

28. Yemin idem ki dahl ¢ikmayam tarikiimden
Eger yagarsa bu yolda baguma hanger-U-tir

There is no information available about what medrese in istanbul he taught in 2

until the year 899(1493-4), when through the influence of Candarh ibrahim Paga, he

n
]
M

B

Nigancilar, p. 68,
Mecal, p. 337,

Portions of this vakf are to be found in Tayyib Gékbilgin, Edirne ve Paga Livam, (lstanbul 1952},
p. 487, istanbul Tahrir Delteri, p. 298; and Tapu Delteri, Basvekilet Argivi, No. 251, pp. 531.2.
MNiginalar, p, 63, In fact, we have a ta'rih by Ca‘fer on the death of Sultan Cem:

Z&a'iv-i Beytii ‘l-harem seyyah-t berli-bahr Cem

K’ide lutfindan Hildi erzini cennetler ana

Ciin koyub mihnet evin gitdi sardy-1 rihata

Igidesiler didiler ta’rih rahmetler ana

Miinge'it, p, 83,

We have a letter written to him from Bursa by his brother, Sa'di Celebi, dated Receb 897, in
which he is invited to visit him there, where he has so many good friends. In another letter,
alse From Bursa, dated %98, he is requested to maintain a correspondence with him. (Sa'dl
Celebl Mecmiast, 106b - 108a) At this time Ca’fer was trying to obtain a more retnunerative
position, and in the kw'a dedicated to "Ali Paga (Divan, p. 520}, we may have an example of
the. efforts he was making for this purpose:
3. Neyyir-i burca vefd hazreti Faga ki anun

Pertev-i ray1 durur sem’-i gebistina kerem
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was given the medrese of Mahmiid Pasa with a stipend of 50 akge.? It was in 899
that he completed the Heves-nime, but as the work is without a dedication we are
unable to say to whom he may have presented it.

. while still in this post - and probably irr Reb. I, 903 {Oct. 1497) - he was appointed
to the imperial Divin as nigsance. 2 According to Ali it had been decided that the per-
son holding this office should be of the ‘ulema class, and the members of the council
were agredd that there was no one more deserving or capable than Ca'fer. On ac-
hieving - this post: he received the rank and style of pasa, and enjoyed most of the
privileges of a ‘vézir.? He was very conscious of his own dignity, and it was because
of a protest that he miade to the Sultn that the nisdnci was henceforth given prece-
dence over the defterddr in the Divan, and aliowed a vezirial tent when on campaign.®

The earliest activity that can be discovered of his period in this office relates
te the campaign against Moton and Keron in Ramazan 905 - Muharrem 906 (Apr. - Aug.
1500, in which he would appear to have participated.* There is in his Divan a kaside
(pp. 103), in which the taking of Moton is described in detail; and it was he who wrote
the fethnme of the campaign (dated Muharrem 908/July 1500}, which appears in
the Miinse'dt of Sa'di Celebi.?? This was sent to Bursa from Moton

Although his name does appear now and again in various connections in the sub-
sequent years, it Is not until the end of the reign of Béyezid Il that he figures in

B Gam lvucagmda revi mu ben oIam aC U Susuz
Irise kamulara ab-1 sebid nén-1 kerem

10. Geger ekser giiniimiiz killet ile himmet idiin
Ki ‘indyet ide biz kulina sultini kerem

1. Ustiimiizden nazar-1 sefkatini eksimeyiib’
Artura dirligiimitzi $eh-i devrin-1 Kerem
. 120 Aslsuz oldug-igiin yazus: timarutnuzun
Nige sa'y itdiik ise gikmad) ey kina kerem
13. Meh-i amdliim anun naks: hildl itdi wveli
Var iunidiim ki tamim Iide bu noksam kerem

27 Only Hiiseyin Hiisameddin in Nisdneitar {p. 68) mcntions Ibrahim Pasa in connection with this
appointzzent, but it is not improbable that Ca'fer or his father Taci Beg could have gained his
friendship. when, he was in Amasya as.the lala of Sehzade Bayezid. The chronogram for the
appointment by his brot,her Sa'di is g\\er_l in the Mﬁnse at, p, 82. The informaticn about his
teaching career in $.N. I, p. 488, (Mecdi, p. 335) and ‘in ‘the tezkires - Kinalizide, T0a, Rlyazi,
450 - 15 summary and lacking in detail. Gibk, HOP, II, p. 2&4, is certainly wmn‘g in saying
that the medrese of Mahmiad Pasa was his first appomtment

2 Nigancilar, p. 68, Three chronograms for this appomtment are fl:lund in Sa'di Celebi's’ Munse'iil'-,
p. 85 S§.N. Ergun, TS, I, erroncously gives the date as 904, and is probably the source for
the same error in T. Gokbilgin, IA I, p. &

Ki]nhu B% ﬁ‘hbar, 204\:-
Aslk Celebl, oob.,

. Ip-the $a'di Celebi Mecmi'as1, we have wo ‘Ictrers sent from Bursa by Sa'di to Ca'fer, who was
in Edirne, probably prior io the commencement of the campaign. Both are dated 905, the. first
seeking favours for certain of his friends (70b.71a), and the other asking that the muhtesib of
Bursa, who was in financial difficulties, be given his assistance (102a - 102b).

R pp. 45-8,

e
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any major event.® Thus in the in'&mét deftetl 3 we find him recorded as having recei-
ved a gift from the Sultdn on 13 Reb. Il 909 (5 Oct. 1503), in return for a kaside
which he had written; 35 and again’ on 23 Cem. 11 909 (13 Dec. 1503) he was rewarded
for a letter he composed to be sent to the Sultin of Egypt.* On 5 Sa‘ban 909 (23
Jan. 1504) and on 7 Receb 910 (14 Dec. 1504), he is also recorded as having received
gifts but in what connection is not disclosed.” He is mentioned in four other places
in this defter. as. a recipient of the Sultdn's fargesse; 12 Zi ‘1-Ka'de 913 (15 Mar. 1508),
3 Reb. | 914 (2 May 1508), 15 Sevval 914 (6 Feb. 1508) and 24 Sevval 916 (24 Jan.
1511), but the reasons for the rewards are not stated.

In the Tapu defteri, no. 20, in the Bagvekalet Arsivi, there is to he found an entry
in his hand recording the conferment of the Hasan Fakih Giftligi to David Pasa on
6 Reb. I 910 (16 Sep. 1504);® and for Zi ‘MKa'de of the same year he records in
this register the villages which Bdyezid had conferred on his daughter Sah Sultan in
896 (1490-1).4 Again for $a'ban 912 (Dec. 1506), we find in the same defter the entry
in Ca‘fer's hand recording the conferment by the Sultdn of the village of Kesenli
near Edirne on Hani Hatun, the daughter of Mustafa, the son of Mehmed 1.4

Subsequent mention of him is madé in the In‘Bmat defteri under various years :

23 Cem. | 913 (1 Oct. 1507) : for a ta ziye on the death of Sehzade Mahrnﬁd 2
14 Safer 914 (14 Jun. 1508)  : for a kasidg‘-’v '

33 In the Sa'di Celebi Mecmii’asy, we have two [etters written to him f[rom Bursa in 906. by his
brother Sa'di, the first dated Ramazan, the other Zi'l-Hicce. Both complain of Ca'fer’s neglect
in "writing to him. (62b- 64a; 93b - Ma resp.).

L) Deftef i Miisveddita in’amat ve tagaddukit ve tegnfﬁt ve lrsaliyﬁt ve gayrihi. Beledive Kitiipha-
" nesi, Mu'allim Cevdet Yazmalari No. 0.71.
15 in'amdt defterl, p. 16. Appendix, ‘A.2. It-is very likely that -this is the Benefse Kasidesi (Divin;
<. pp. 1251, the 15th beyt of which.-speaks of the plague swhich struck Istanbul in 909 (1503):

15. Hik old: diriga bu 3l asibd vebddan
. Qok ‘anz ogill wired tarrérs - benefse

The plague of %9 is mentioned in Mimeccimbagp II, p. 418,

The kagide is a nazire to that which Ahmed Pasa had earlier addressed to Sultin Cem, and
reference to this is made towards the end, in the beyt :

56, Bu si'r sevidin okusun kam ki Ahmed
Gérsiin ki nice olur imis béri benefse
3% In'dmét defieri, p. 25. Appendix, A. 3.
17 n » p. 32 and p. 87 resp.
k] * » PP 262 282 (8. and 419 resp.
39 'l'apu deﬂeﬂ, no. 20 P 45
# 3. » .no.-20, p. 183 .pp.- 218 9.

41 Tapu deftert, no. 20, p. 46, Appendix, A. 4. A reference {o this entry made jn 925 (1519}, menfions
that it was made by Ca'fer Gelebi in his own hand (Bagvekalet Argivi, no. 77, p. 128; Tapu
defteri, no. 370, p. 14). Appendix A. 5 and A. & resp.-

42 In'amée defterd, p. 236.

43 0w ot p 2T AL T
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17 Cem. Il 915 (4 Oct. 1509) : on the occasion of the circumcision of his son#
8 Zi'llKa'de 915(18 Feb. 1510} : for a letter he wrote to the Sultdn of Egypt*
Receb 916 (QOct. 1510) : for a letter he wrote to the Sultdn of Egypt®

In all the above entries he is described as holding the office of tevki'l {nisdncr).

In the struggle for the succession which was waged among the princes towards

the end of the reign of Bayezid, Ca'fer supported the party of Sehzide Ahmed, even
going so far as to write a kaside in which he mentlons him as véris- milk and indi-
cates that he expects him to be the future sultdn: ¥

27. Varis-i miilk geh Ahmed ki kul olmaja ana
Yiizini gbge tutub Tafridan Ister nergis

71. Rigte nazm-i dir-efginum ile deste Idib
Gonderilr bezm-i dil-gvizithe Ca'fer nergis

72. Ki el Opiib bulicak hidmet-i sih ile seref
Kemterin bendeden irgiire du'dlar nergis

75. Efserd ‘izz ii devlet kona Hakdan bagufa
Nige kim zerden ura basina efser nergils

Bayezid had Intended to abdicate in favour of Sehzdde Ahmed and had summoned

him to lstanbul. While Ahmed was on his way to the capital, Bayezid I! attempted
to persuade the Janissaries to abandon $ehzdde Selim and to rally around Ahmed.#
When Ahmed arrived at Uskiidar and camped there awaiting word from his father,
a rumour spread among the Janlssaries that Bayezid 1| and Ahmed's supporters were
planning to bring Ahmed to Istanbul and proclaim him sultdn.® To prevent this the
Janissaries, who were in favour of Sehzdde Selim’s cause, attacked and looted the
houses of the eminent members of Ahmed's group, including that of Ce'fer Celebi,
and he is said to have barely escaped with his life.® The date of this event is
variously given in the sources, but the most rellable is that found in the article b

» » p- 351. A 8.
- » P. 366. AS.
» » p.4-02‘ A. 10,

Divin pp. 194; in Tevirih (ed. Giese, I, p. 131) he is spoken of along with the Kazasker Mii'eyyed-
zide and YidnGs Pasa as being “Sultén Ahmedli*’. In SN, I, p. 488, no reference is made to his
support for Sehzide Ahmed, and he is said to have been dismissed Erom the office of tevki't for
a reason too long to go inte. :

Miineccimbag, II, pp. 433-4. -

Tevarih (ed. Giese) I, p. 131; Selim-nimes, p. 59.

Tacu ‘t-TevArth II, pp. 190-1; Idris Bidlisi, Sellm-nime (British Museum Ad. 24969) S54b - 55a}
Vekayi'-l Sultin BAyezid ve Sellm Han (Topkapy Sarayl, Emanet Hazinesi no. 1416) 29b.
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G. Ulucay on the accession of Selim; 27 Cem. Il 917 (21 Sep. 1511), % which is based
on an eyewitness report.

Following this riot Bavezid 11 gave way to the demands of the Janissaries and
dismissed the nlgéner Ca'fer Celebi, together with the grand vizier Hersekodlu Ahmed
Paga, the beylerbeyl of Rumili Hasan Pasa and the kazasker Mii'eyyed-zide Abdurrah-
man Celebl and appointed Candarhizide ‘Isi Celebl to the position of nigénct $? Accord-
ing to $N. Bayezid Nl offered Ca'fer a pension of 100 ekges a day. which was refu-
sed. B

On 8 Safer 918 (25 Apr. 1512) Béyezid (I abdicated In favour of his son Selim.
Ca'fer wrote a Perslan kaside to commemorate Selim's accession.®

Having abdicated Bayezid H set out for Dimetoka to spend the remaining days
of his [ife In his birthplace; but he died suddently in the vicinity of Gorlu on the
10th of Reb. | (26 May 1512).%% Ca'fer wrote a mersiye on this occasion in which he
refers to the sorrow which affllcted Béayezid Il on his abdication® and bewails his
own sad situation.5’ This mersiye is noteworthy for the complete absence of the
customary prayer for the new sultan.

5t Caparay Ulugay, *Yavuz Sultan Selim Nasit Padisah Oldy, TD. VII, no. 10 (1954, p. 120. TS. I,
p. 882 (918/1512); T. Gokbilgin, LA. III, p. 8 (918/1512), Marino Sanuto, Diari XXXII, p. 222,
supports the date given by . Ulugay: 21 September 1511.

52 ldris Bidlisi, Selim-name, 553; Vekiyl’t Sulisin Béyezid ve Sellm Han, 26b. In the ODttoman
sources no date is given for the dismissal of these officials. ldris Bidlisi and Hocz Sa‘deddin,
Tacu t-Tevarth II, p. 190, suggest that they were dismissed on the day after the riot.

53 SN. I, p. 488, In Kiinhii 1-Ahbar, 204b, the sum is given as 200 akges. After Selim's accession to
the throne, this swn was augtnented by the stipend from several kadiliks and was subsequently
accepted by Ca‘'fer ($.N. I, p. 488).

5 This kaside exists only in Ms. M. {see DMvim, p. 556}, The first beyt is:

Can-Aferin ki der yedd ma nakd-i ¢&n nihad

Behr-i nisira Seh-i kimrdn nihad

‘Anik Celebi, 6la-b, gives the following account of this event: 'Aceb hikmetditr ki Sultin Selim
merhiim serir-i saltapata ciiliis itdiikde ve Ca'fer Celebi merhim tehniye-i ciilds icin dest-bils
itdikde bu kasideyi ithif ider ki matla'r:

Cén-aferin ki ber kef-i m4 nakd-i ciin nihid

Behr-i nisir1 makdem-i $ih-1 cihdn nihad

Bu miatla’ egergi bi-nazirdiir amma tatayyur idligi zahirdtir. Bua kasideyi Ishak Celebi Isik Késima
okudipainda Isik Késim tekrir okayub ber kefd md yerinde ber yedd maA okur. Ishak Celebi
mukabetede ber kef-i md dir. I;k Kasim “yine kef gecdiiniiz ha!" dir, Ca‘fer Celebiniin mecli-
sinde bu sim (il dahi viki* olur. Kudret Alldhunm, fil viki'aya mutdbik ve bu ta'bit vaki'aya
muvifik olur.

55 There is some conflict in the sources owver the exact location of the place in which Béyezid II
died : while ldrfs, Sellm-name 60a, pives it as Sdgiittii Dere in the vicinity of Edirne, Keméalpa-
gazhde, Selim-nime (Topkazp Saray Hazine no. 1424) 49b, gives it as Haskdy, also in the wvicinity
of Edirme. For a further discussion of this problem, see: $. Tekindag, Bayezidin Sléimii mese-
lesi’, TD. 24 (19700, pp. 1-16.

% VW/1l, Bupdan gam ile gitdi vii anda dmiddiir

Kudsiler ile iilfet idiib sidkim ola
12. Ciin kilmach vefd ana garha plir-cefa
‘Arif olana va'z.u-nasihat tamém ola

57 I/11. Hakkd ki séyesinde birer padiséh idiik
Mtilk-i cihinda bilmemijiiz ol hiimd-yimis
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It is not possible to determine precisely how long Ca'fer remained without an
official position, for none of the sources give the exact date on which he was
re-appointed nigancs. According to the in'amat defteri, 'Isd CGelebi held the position of
niganer in 918,* and a document dated Cem. Il 919 (Aug. 1513} stlll refers to him as
holding this office.® The first reference to Ca'fer as nisénci is at the beginning of
Seyval 918 [Dec. 1513).9 Accordingly, it may be assumed that Ca‘fer remained without
an official position between 28 Cem. It 917 (21 Sep. 1511) and Sewvil 919 (Dec.
1513). In a kaside addressed to Sultan Selim, which was probably written in this period,
Ca'fer complains about his own situation and asks the Sultdn to give him an official
post, ol '

A few months after Ca'fer Gelobl's re.appointment as nigénci Selim set off on
the Caldiran campaing, on 23 Muharrem 920 (20 Mar. 1514).¢ 'Asik Celebj states that
Ca'fer together with the historian Idris and Halimi Celebi, the Jala of the Sultan,

12. Meclisler icre derd ile simden girii dirig
Hey gibi her nefes iglimiiz viy viy imiy

IV/8 Yiriydi can iginde ideyditk yidn wvelf
Bu mihnet & belilar ile bizde cin kam

5% In‘Amat defreri, p. 502.

% I.H. Uzungargih, Candarh Vezir Ailest, {(Ankara 1975), p. (08,
& . H. Uzun¢arsil, Osmanli Tarihl, IT (Ankara 1949), p. 629.

81 Divin p». 207,

79. Ne si durur ki hiiner sikkesi-yle ‘Alemde
*Aziz iken direm-isi kapunda olam har

82. Elin sel eylemis aldm yazmadin bir beyt
Ki sana lank ola ey Seh-i felek-mikdar

83, Garibler durur emmi cemi'-i ebyitum
N'ola garib-nevﬁz ola Sah-i nikda-kir

84, Egergi kapladr dil gilgenini ser-td-ser
Harim-i sinede hir gumim ni-hencdr

85, Bahara ma’deletiinde iimid-viram Kkim
Hezir gonga sidi bitiire her bir hér

86. Ne gam belifar jie kiidi ise kametiimi.
Hamide ¢eng gibi riizgar bed-kirdar

87. Meviziz eyler isen nagmed dil-dviziim
Getidre sevk ile raksa cihdnda her ne ki var

88. Ci kimyd parzarun hiki zer kilur benden
Dirig itme ‘indyet nazarlarin zinhar

90. Bana ne vaki-i ferigatr pe inzivi demidiic
Tena"um eylemedin devietiinde bir mikdar

9. Cefilarina sipibr itmedin henfiz vz
Zemane eylemedin itdigine istigfir

92. Cihdn faza'ilimiin virmedin dahi kadrin
Biza'at-i hilneriim bulmadin dahi bazir

03, Karin-i halim olursa wviifira "Atfetiin
Kovam zemanede devriinde ben de gok asér

62 J B, Walsh, ‘Caldiran’, EI?
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accompanied Selim and keld conversations with him.® While the army was at izmit,
Ca‘'fer composed a letter in Persian which was. serit to $ah ismail on the 27th of
Safer 920 (23 Apr. 1514),¢ and during the course.of the campaign Ca'fer wrote a
further two letters to the Sah, The first of the letters, which :were written: in Turkish
was composed at Erzincan, in Cem. | 920 (Jun. 1514),% and the. second at Germik in
the following month, & '

On 2nd Receb 920 (23 August 1514) the Sah was routed at Caldiran and fled,
abandoning his treasury and even his wife, Taclu Harum. 67 Sehm presmted Taclu
Hanim to Ca'fer Celebi, hls nisdnci. &

On the return from the Caldiran cempaing, camp was set up at Goban Kdpri®
and the march was halted for. one day while appointments and dismissals were made
in several of the offices of state. Zeyrek-zide left the post of kazasker of Anadolu and
Ca'fer Celebi was appointed in his phce

On 16th Sevval 920 (6 Dec. 1514), Selim reached Amasya, where he intended to
spend’ the winter before continuing the campaing the following year. 7l Dukakin-oglu
Ahmed Pasa was appointed to the grand vizierate replacing Hersekoglu Ahmed Pasa,
who had been dismissed while returning from Caldiran. On 8th Muharrem 921 (23 Feb.
1515), the Janissaries, with the encouragement of some of the .ministers of state,

63 Hatthd sefer-i Erdebilde 'azimeti $ah Ismd'ilde ekser evkat Monla 1dris ve Halimi Celebi ve
Ca fer Celebi merhim Pidigah ile ¢air ‘unsur gibi hem-1min, harf-zenan ve bezlguvﬁn glderler—
$. 'Asik Celebi, 60b.

o4 idrls Bildisi, Selim-nfime, 71a; Celil-zide, Me'isir, 127a - 129a Hiiseyin, Beddi'il ‘i-\reké H, p. 429.
63 Celal-zide, Measir, 132b - 133h; Miinge'dt mecmitasi (DTCF ismail Saib Yaz. 174504), 36;1
8 S. Tekindag, ‘Yavuzun fran Seferi’, TD. XVII, 22, p. 62 Tacu “t-Tevarih II, p. 256,

B

67 Taclu Hanim's status is the subject of some discussion by the histoyians of this period. Hoca
Sa’deddin, Tacw t-Tevarih II, p. 373, and Mimeccimban 11, p. 465, staie that she was not the
wife but merely a favourite concubine. For the discussion on this subject, see I.H. Uzungarsili,
“Sah Ismailin Zevcesi Tacl Hanumin Micevherat’, BeHetenr XXIIE, 92 (Ankara 1959, pp. 611.9

6 Similarly Taclu Hamim's stafus in respect of Ca'fer Celebi is also Lhe ‘subject of some discussion.
According to Tevarih-i Al4 “Osman, p. 237, Selim presented Taclu Hamm to Ca'fer as his wife,
having dismissed the $ih as a heretic and consequently any marriage confracted by him was
uncanonical and thus no impediment to a further marriage by Tacly Haami Cerkesler Katibi, 194
and Celil zide, Me'asir, 143b, mention that she was presented to Ca'fer but failed to speciiy
whether she was to become his wife or concubine. Ibp-i Kemdly however; states that . Ca'fer
was requested by the Sultin to accept Taclu Hsmim as a wife {(Selim-names, p. 112-3). The
account given by Sa'ban Sifa'i, Feza'il-t Ali ‘Osméin, 1Wa-b, is contradictory in thal he states
that the Sultin wished to send Taclu Hamim to Istanbul but Ca'fer married. her’ wnthout the
consent of the Sultin, who when he heard of the marriage became extremely angry and
maintained that she was already married and was therefore "unable to entér inte a further
marriage. Ca'fer Celebi countered this argument with several proofs of the invalidity of kizilbag
marriage serwices and was able o placate the Sultin's anger. The Cami'ii ‘t-Teviril, 260a,
suggests that Selim’s anger was not placated and attributes Ca'fer's death 1o his marriage “with
Taclu Hanim.

6 Ibn-i Kemal, 9th De[ter, in Selim-nimes, p. 124

70 The date of this appointment is given in Ibn-i Kemil as “after 25th Receb” (Selim-names; p. 125).
In Feridin Beg Ii p. 413, Bedayiii 'I-Vekd'i, II, p, 444, and Me'dsir, 148a, the date is 25th Sa'ban.
7l Ibndi Kemadl, 9th Defter, in Selim-nimes, p. 127.



136 ISMAIL E. ERUNSAL

rioted in order to force the SultAn to abandon the campaign and to return to Istan-
bul.”? They attacked and burned the houses of Piri Pasa, Halimi Gelebi and Ca'fer
Celebi.” The Sultén discovered that Dukakin-oglu Ahmed Paga had been responsible
for inciting the riot and had him killed ten days later.™

After spending the winter at Amasya and annexing the beylik of Dulkadir, the
cities of Kemah and Diyarbakir and some cltadels in the east, Sultdn Selim returned
to Istanbul on 29th Cem. I, 921 (11 May 1515). He soon set about discovering which
of his ministers had incited the Janissaries at Amasya.™ Summoning the Janissary aga
and some senior members of the corps denounce the leaders of the revolt, he
learned that the persons responsible were the second vizier lskender Aga, the ka-
zasker Ca'fer Gelebi and Balyemez Osman Aga, the sekbanbasi.™ Iskender Aga and
Osman Agda were executed forthwith, and Ca'fer Celebi was summoned to the Sultan's
prescence.” Accordlng to Hoca Sa'deddin, Selim asked Cafer Celebl to suggest
what suitable punishment might be meted out to a person who encouraged the troops
of Islam to revelt and, upon receiving the reply that such a person, if proved guilty,
should be executed, he ordered Ca'fer's execution.”™ Accordlng to Siikrl, the question
was framed differently and, on being asked to suggest a punishment for a person

72 1. H. Uzungarsih, Osmanh Tarihi, II, p, 257,

73 Me'diglr, 150b. According to Hiiseyin Husimeddin, Amasya Tarihi, III, pp. 275 -6, the riots were
caused by the appointment of Piri Celebi to a vizierate which had traditionally been given to a
person whe had joined the ranks of the Ottoman forces from the devpirme. Janissaries petitioned
their aga Iskender Afa, who in turn requested Ca'fer Celebi and Halimi Celebi, the Ald of the
Sultén, to try to influence the Sultin. Ca‘'fer Celebi and Halimi Celebi, however, were reluctant
to petition the Sultin and asked the Janissaries to accept the Sultdn's will without obligation.
Having been incited to riot by Dukakinoflu and his kethiida, the Janissaries disregarded this
advice, and, rising in revolt on $th Muharrem (23 Feb. 1515), they set 1o looting the houses of
Piri Paja, Ca'fer Celebi and Halimi Gelebi.

M Celdlzdde, Me'sir, 150b, is certainly mistaken in recounting that CaJfer was executed together
with Dukakinoglu. Ca’fer (elebi was executed after his return to Istanbul. Feridtn Begt, 1. p.
412, adds that a further reason for Dukakin-oglu’s execution was the rumnour that he had come
to some agreement with Dulkadir-oflu ‘Alil’ d-devie.

75 Tacu “t-Tevirth, II, p. 295; Vekiyi'd Sultin BaAyezid ve Selim Han, 4b.

7% Thcu ‘t-Tevirih, II, p. 298; Vekiyl'-f Sultdn BAyezid ve Selim Han, #b. Siikrii, Selim-nime, 121a,
retates the denouncing oi the instigators of the uprising thus:

Bu fesidr ey erenler serveri

tdi birkag bi-hired yeniceri

Lik bé'is bunda g bi-behrediir
tsbu tahrik ile anlar sShrediir
Biri Iskender Pasa durur benjim
Ol biri sckmenbas ey Nik-nidm
Biri dahi kdzi'‘askerdlir ki $ah
Sanur am her cihetden nik-hvdh

77 Gikrii, Selim-nAme, 12a. ‘Ali (Kinhit -Ahbdr, 205a), however, states that the Sultin sent a
man to Ca'fer Celebi to ask some questions.

7 Thcu ‘t-Tevarth, II, 1. 298. According to Cerkesler Katibi, 29b, after Ca'fer’'s execution Selim
regretied having killed Dukakin-ofiu, considering him to be innocent :

Bir teessiif gekdl anda padighh
Kin Dukakin-ofhu gitdi bi-glinah
Feridin Beg' I, p. 415, gives a detailed account of the trail and execution.
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who intended to kil a miislim, Ca'fer replied similarly that if his guilt was proved,
the penalty should be death. $ilkrii frames the Sultin’s reply in the following beyts:

Men kI Sdham ‘ilmim irmisdir tamam
Sen de inkdr idemezsin us kelam

Sen fulén menzllde bir gin #sikér
Dimediyi ml ki Ferid-l rizgar

Piri Pasanufi helikidir savab
Slmdl inkér eyler isef vir cevab

Katline sa'y itdiit anun bi-giman
Cirmsiiz ¢ekdin ana tigd zeban

It can be understood from the following beyts that Sikrii considered some ri-
varly to have existed between Piri Pasa and Ca'fer Celebi, and that Piri had denoun-
ced Ca'fer as a rabblerouser and advised the Sultan to execute him: &

Piti Pasa hod bafia bir glin nihdn
Didi ki ey Husrev-i millksi cihén

Kazi'asker fitnediir ref’ eylegll
Yir yiizinden fitneyi def' eylegil

*Ali indicates another reason for Ca'fer's execution. 'Ali was informed by Celal-zade
that during the period In which Selim was struggling to obtain the throne he met the
army of his father, Béyezid Il, at Kargdiran Ovasi and withdrew his troops wit-
hout a fight, retiring towards Kefe. On the occasion of this military withdrawal, Selim
became the victim of a satlrical work which was unfortunately attributed to Ca'fer,
and became the cause for his execution.® There is support for this account in the
in‘amét Defterl. 1t is recorded that in Cem. | 917 a poet by the name of JL:=

presented a ta'rih about the defeat of Selim Beg to Bayezid and was remunerated. 8
This ta‘rih could be attributed to Ca'fer. Furthermore, Celdl-zide gives an account
in his Me'asir (103a) which is connected with the above story. After Selim's withdra-

wal Ca'fer was reported to have said st & “the dog has gone into the desert”,
and his words became famous at that tlme. Celal-zide cosiders that this remark was
instrumental in bringing about Ca‘fer’s executlon.

7 Siikrii, Sclim-nime, 122a.
8 Silkrii, Selim-ndme, 122a.
41 Kimhii *-Ahbér, 205a.

82 In‘amédt Defterl, p. 454. Appendix A. 11.

JJ,.I (ﬂa‘ r:L. f\..:“l""l ;ﬁ_f; ‘{(S‘/FL'- ‘_n.:b

This ta'rih may be a chronogram, or it may, in fact, refer to a work of history.
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The tezkires give the .following line as a chronogram for Ca'fer’s execution: &
Jé'?' ;'J:l“; "kd&.rélj

However, this chronogram produces the year 920, which is clearly wrong, as the
historical sources are agreed upon the 8th .Receb 921 (18 Aug. 1515) as the date of
his execution.®

According to ‘Asik Gelebi and ‘Ali, Ca'fer had tried in vain to persvade the
Sultan of his innocence and, quoting historical precendents, he had recounted that
Hariin Resid had suffered pangs of guilt after the execution of his vizier Ca'fer
Bermeki, whom he felt he had executed unjustly; 8

After Ca'fer's execution his corpse was taken to Balat to the mosque % which
had been named after him, and buried there by his brother Sa'di Gelebi.®

in the tezkires it is recounted that Ca'ter had a premonition of his own death.
Two or three days before Cafer’s execution, Mevland Necmi- went to Ca'fer's: house to
pay a visit, during the course of which Ca'fer told him that he 'had jLISt wntten a
gazel, of which he particularly liked this couplet: 3 :

Ben gehid-i tig-i 15k oldukda r&h-1 yarda
Yumadin defn eylefiiz tenden guban gitmesin %

*Agik Gelebi sees In this couplet an allusion to Ca'fer's execution.

Sultdn Selim showed remorse for Ca'fer's execution and castigated his courtiers
for not having advised imprisonment rather than death.® Following Ca'fer's death, a
fire broke out amorig the houses and shops which belonged to the vakf of Atik "Ali
Paga. in Dikiltas. Sultdn Selim visited the scene in order to supervise the extinguish-
ing of -the fire, and is reported to have said “this fire is a spark from the fire of
poor ‘innocent Cafer's sigh”.? Another anecdote supports the idea that Selim showed

8 Kafzade Fa'lzi, 2la; Rivazi, 455, 5. N. Ergun prefers to rely on the chronogram and considers

. the historical sources to be at fault. {T§. II, p. 833, OM. I, p. 263, and HOP. II, p. 269, also

give the date as 920. As Sultin Selim returned to Istanbul after the Caldiran campaign on 29

Cem. I 921, it is certain that the historical sources are. carrect.

¥ Tevarih (ed. Giese), I, p. 134; Bedd'lli *I-Veka'l’, TI, 448b; SO. IT, p. ¢3; Amasya Tarihi, 111, p. 277

‘Agik. Celcbt, 60b - 61a; Kiéinhii ‘I-AMbar, 205a. ; i :

8 For his mosque in Balat, see Hadikdui ‘M-Cevimfi’, I, p. 3%, For its vakliye, scc Isianbul Tahrir

o Defterl P 29

8t Sehi, p. 28; ‘Asmk Celebi, 6la; Kinali-zade, 7ia. ‘Asik Ce[ebl, 15b, recounts ihat Sa'di Celebl was
so struck by grief ai the death of his brother that he could not stop himseli From cursing the
one responsible, and for a long time afterwards lived in continual fear that he had been
overheard, and his words reported to the palace.

8 ‘Agik Celebi, 6la; Kinalizide, 7la, RiyAzf, 6a.

8 Divkn, p. 916,

% Kiinhit ‘1-Ahbar, 205b. ‘Ali's statement that Selim had executed Dukakin-oilu for not having
prevented his ordering Ca'fer’s execution is certainly mlstaken for Pukakin-oflu had been killed
in Amasya before this date. :

91 ‘Asik Celebi, - 61a; Kinali.zide, 70b; Riyéizi, 45b - 46a.

&
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regret, as he is reported to have said “there were only two great men In Ram:
one of them was Mireyyéd-zade, the other Taci-zdde Ca'fer. What a pity that the first
reached old age befare | ascended the throne and the other | killed Wwithout realizing
his true worth”. 2 '

Following Ca'fer's death his wite Taclu Hamim was received into Selim's pre-
sence on 15th Receb and given an Imperial bequest.® According to the Cami‘i
‘t-Tevarih, she henefited from the revenue of lands at Tirhala, which were given fo
her for the remainder of her life. She died in 984 (1576-7).%

It is reported in the tezkires that Ca'fer was survived by a son who wrote poetry
under the mahlas of Ca'feri.® Ca'feri spent a. convivial life and died from an.overdose
of oplum.% We can find some of his poem in certain mecmu'as.® In a vakf docu.
ment dating from the beginning of Z3 'IKa'de 918 (Jan. 1513) it is mentiohed that
Ca'fer Celebi had other children, but no mention is made of their names.® -

Apart from his mosque in Istanbul, Ca'fer was responsible for building a mosque
and a hamam in Simav, a kervansaray in Bergama® and a primary school in Edirne.[®

Ca'fer Gelebi’s brothet Sa'di Gelebi was alsp-famous as a emiingi and poet. Sa'di Ce-
lebi's backgreund is more or less the same as that of his brother, He was botn in
Amasya, ! on what date we do .not know. After studying under the famous scholars
of his time, such as Mevldnd Kasim, known as Kadizide, and Haci Hasan-zéde, most
likely in Bursa, he was appointed miiderris to the medrese of Gazi Murad in Bursa.®
According to certain records in his Mecmii'a, he was in Bursa betwsen the years
897 (1491-2) and 906 (1500-1}.1% On pages 147h to 150a of this mecmii‘a there are
some Arabic poems written in 905 (1499-1500) while he was still there.

Sometime between 906 (1500-1) and 909 (1503-4), Sa'di Celebl must have come
to Istanbul, since in a record in the In‘aAmét Defteri it is mentioned that Sa'di Celebi,
miiderris in the medrese of “Ali Paga, in Cem. ] 909 {Oct. 1503} presented a kaside to

92 ‘Agik Celeli, 61a; Kinah-zade, 70b; Riyhzi, 45b - 46a.
95 Feridim Beg' I, p. 418
% CHDiE ‘GTevarih (Siil. Lib. Fatih, 4306), 260b.

# ‘Anik Celebi, 62b-632; Knali-zade, 72a. According to Hiiseyin Hiisimeddin his name was .Ibra-
him Bali Celebi. (Nigincilar, p. 72,

2 ‘Agik Celebi, 62b; Kmmah-zide, 72a.
97 Egridirli Hact Kemal, Mecmu‘atih 'n-Nezd'lr, p. 869-70; Pervine Bey Mecmu'nsy, 6250, 36da;

Mecmu'atii ‘n-Nezd'iv {Hasan Hilsnd Pasa, no. 1631). 301b; Mecmuratii 'n-Nezdlr (Un. Kip, T.Y.
152), 80a.

9 Tapu Defterl, no. 251, 531-2. Istanbul Tahrir Defterl, p. 298,
% Istanbul Tahrir Defteri, p. 298.

100 Fapu Defieri, no. 1070, p. 150- 1.

01 ‘A (Kinhii ‘l-AhbAr), 204b,

10 SN, I, p. 490; Mecdi, p. 337.

102 Sa'di ¢clebl Mecmi'as:i: for Sa'di Celebi's letters sent from Bursa to his brother Ca'fer, seé:
166b - 107b; 107b - 108a; 70b - 7la; 102a - 102b; 62b - 64a; 93b - 9da.
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the Sultan. % According to the SM. he was later appointed to the Seméniye. 1% at that
time the highest institution of learning. Again in the In‘dmat Defterl, it is recorded that
one of the miiderris of the Seménlye, Mevlind sa'di, the brother of the Nisénci, pre-
sented another kaside in Zi ‘l-Hicce 915 (Mar. 1510). 1%

Sa‘di Gelebi probably spent the remainder of his life teaching in Istanbul. As al-
ready mentioned, when Ca'fer Celebi was executed in 921 (1515) Sa'di removed his
brother's body and burled It. ‘Asik Celebi says that shortly after Ca‘fer Celabl's
death someone was required to write a letter in Arablc to the Sultdn of Egypt, Kansu
Gavri, and Sa'di Celebi was summoned to the palace for this purpose. Selim | was
very pleased with the letter he composed and rewarded Sa'di Gelebi with a promo-
tion of 30 ak¢es and a gift of 30,000 akges, 107

In $N. it is recorded that before he died Sa'di Celebi made the Pilgrimage and,
on his return, was retired with a pensian of 80 ak¢es. The date of his death Is 922 (1516).
His tomb is in the garden of the primary school built by him in Balat.¥® ‘Asik Gelebi,
however, says that Sa'di died during the Egyptian campaign. 19

Apart from his teaching, Sa'di Celebi also wrote a number of commentaries in
Arablc on textbooks used in the medreses,!® and according to Hiseyin Hiisimeddin
he is also the author of a work entitled Hayru °‘I-Abam, In which is described the
charms of the city of Amasya. !®! His Arabic divan In his Meemil'a is incomple-
te, 122 and some of hls Turkish beyts are to be found in the tezkives.!3 His Arabic
poetry Is praised by the tezkirewriters who claim that his abilities in this language are
superior to his borther’s, ¥ while Kinali-zide Hasan Gelebi maintalns that his ins8,
too, is preferable. 115

14 p. 17 (Appendix A. 12) For a letter written while in Istanbul, in 909, to Ca'fer see: Sa'di
Celebi Mecmii'as:, 105b - 106a.

105 SN. T, p. 490; Mecdi, p. 337.
106 p, 375. (Appendix A. 13).
w7 *Amk Celebl, 156a - b.

Wi $N. 1, p. 490; Mecdl, p. 337. For the vakiiye of his school, see: Estanbul Tahrir Defterd, p. 298,
and Tapu Defterl, no. 251, p. 532,

109 ‘Asik Celebl, 157a.

e For his works, see: SN. I, p. 491; Mecdl, p. 338; 'OM. I, p. 263.

tit  Amasya Tarihl, I, p. 13,

112 Sa'dil Celebi Mecmii'as, 24a - Ma: 29a - Ma; S6a - 57a; 103a; 1iCa; 147o . 150a,
U3 ‘Apk Celebd, 157a; Katzide Fa'lf, 35a; Mecdl 337.

14 ‘Amk Celebl, 156a; Kinah-zéde, 135a.

15 135a.
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SAIR VE DEVLET ADAMI OLARAK TACL-ZADE CA'FER CELEEI

OZET

Tdct-zade Ca'fer Celebi (1452-1515), Osmanlh devlet idaresinde hem devlet ada-
mi hem de bir sanatkdr olarak Omemli bir rol oynarmug ve bu iki sahada meydana
gelen geligmeleri etkilemigtir., Bununla birlikte ansiklopedik mahiyetteki eserlerde
verilen smmirh bilgilerin diginda, Ca‘fer Celebi sanatkir ve devlet adami olarak ciddl
hir incelemeye konu olmamigtir.

By yazda, tarihi ve edebi kaynaklar ve arglv belgeleri kullamlarak ve yer yer
de kendi eserlerinden yararlamlarak Ca‘fer Celebi'nin giivenilir bir biyografist ve-
rilmeye ve devri lgindeki yeri belirtllmeye cgaligilmmigtir,



