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ABSTRACT

The following article examines the ‘fate’ of the Efrenciyar or foreign residents
of the city of Trabzon following the Otioman congquest of the city in 14681, These
foreigners were the remnanis of the large Genoese and Venetian merchant
communities which had played an important role in the eity's commercial life in the
three hundred years preceding the Ottoman conquest. It has generally been assu-
med that following the Ottoman conguest these elements returned to their places
of origin. In the present study, via an examination of 15th and 16th century
Ottoman Tahrir. Defters (Cadastral Surveys) it is shown that as late as 1583
this Efrenciyan community still remained as an identifiable ethnic and religious
{Roman Catholic) minority in the city of Trabzon.

In the course of a full-length study on the growth and changes in the ethnic
configuration of the city of Trabzon in the 15th and 16th centuries, one of the more
intriguing questions which has arisen is just who were that portion of the city's
population referred to in the Ottoman Tahrir Defters as Efrenciyan? Were they as
the name implies Europeans? A residue of the Genoese and Venetian merchants
who had previously played a major role in the city's commercial life? If so, why
were they listed in the Ottoman Tax Surveys? Even more intriguing, why at a time
when Latin economic activities in the Black Sea are generally believed to be on the
decline does the Tahrir compiled ¢. 1523 show this Efrencivan commuity to encompass
159 households (hane), plus 24 widows (bive), and 13 unmarried males (miicerred),
or approximately 15% of the city’s total population? In the following communication,
via a detailed examination of the four extant Tahrir Defters containing information on
the city of Trabzon, | will attempt to resolve these questions.

® Dr., Assistant Professor of History, Department of Humanities, Bogazigi Liniversity.
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TRABZON TAHRIR DEFTERS :

We are fortunate in that four Tahtir Defters from Trabzon have survived. Dated
respectively c. 1486, ¢, 1523, 1553 and 15831 they provide us with a broad base for
the study of the city's population in the fate 15th and 16th centuries. The surveys
of ¢. 1486, 1553, and 1583 are of the type known as Mufassal (detailed) which means
that they supply us with the names of the city's taxpayers listed according to the
Mahalles wherein they resided, while that of ¢. 1523 is an locmaf (Summary) Defter
and supplies onfy a hst of the city’'s Mahalles with the total number of tax-payers
who lived In each of them.

To date the most detailed analysis of the population figures presented in any of
these Defters is Professor M. Tayyib Gokbilgin's valuable study entitled: "XVI Yizwl
Baslarinda Trabzon Livasi ve Dogu Karadeniz Bolgesi” which appeared in Belleten (Vol.
XXV], No. 102; pp. 293-337) in 1962. (Hereafter cited as: Gokbilgin, Trabzon). In this
work Gokbilgin presents the population totals for Trabzon from the iemal Defter of
c. 1523 and then makes some general comments based on a comparison of these
figures with those from the survey of 1553. As regards the city's Efrenciyan population
he states that there were three Frenk Mahalles in 1523, listed under the heading
Mahalle-d Efrenciyéing sehir: 2

1} Mabhalle-i Efreng: 3 40 Hane; 9 Miicerred; 12 Bive.
2) Mahalle-i Zafunda nam-

diger Codlmekei: 102 Hane; 4 Miicerred; 12 Bive.
3) Mahalled Beksid nam-i

dijer Degdirmenderesel: 17 Hane;

for a total Efrenciyan pop. of: 159 Hane; 13 Miicerred; 24 Bive, He further remarks
that by the middle of the century li.e., In the survey of ¢. 1553) there was an influx
of Christian peasants into Gélmeksi and thst one of the Frenk Mahalles has shrunk
by 49 nefar. ¢

Gokbilgin's figures have been used in two subsequent studies as well. The first
of these is the islam Ansiklopedisi article on “Trabzon™ which appeared in 1974,

I The first three of these Tahxlr Defters are siored in the Bagbakamlik Avsivi in Istanbul under
the following headings :

a) Maliyeden Miidevver Defier No, &8 {rom o, 89271486 (Hereafler cited as: M.M. No. 818,

b) 'Tapu-'l'ahrir Defteri No. 387, undated, but ¢. 1523 (Hereafter cited as: T. T. No. 3870

<) Tapu-Tehrir Defteri No, 238, from the year 96171553 (Hereafter cited as T.T. No. 288).

while the fourth is housed in the Archives of the Tapu we Kadastro Umuwin Miidiirliigdi in Ao

kara, under the classification :

d} Kuyudu Kadimi Fihrlsti No. 29, (rom the wear 991/1583. (Hereafter cited as: T. we Kad,
No. 29).

? Gokbilgin, Trabzom. p. 297.
3 T.T. No. 387, pp. 786717,
4 Gokbilgin, Trabzon. p. 298.
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Written by Professor M.C. Sehabeddin Tekindag, 5 this article gives Gokbilgin's figures
from the survey of c. 1523 (through it fails to mention the Micerred and Bive segments
ot the population) and repeats his general statements on changes in the middle of
the century.

The second study utilizing Gékbilgin's figures from the survey of ¢. 1523 is an article
by Ronald Jennings entitled, “Urban Population In Anatolia In The Sixteenth Century:
A Study Of Kayseri, Karaman, Amasya, Trabzon and Erzerum.”7 In this work Jennings
attempts among other things to compare the c. 1523 Efrenciyan figures with those
contained in the surveys of 1553 and 1583. The problems which he encounters in the
course of this effort lead him to hypothesize that Trabzon's Efrenclyan Mahalles were
either subject “to a strong Rum-izing influence” or that there was "a moving of Rum
into these Mahalles,” during the sixteenth century.® As will become clear in the
course of this article his confusion stems from a basic misreading of the Tahrir Defters
which he is using.

Each of the above studies take as their starting points the icmal Defter of c.
1523 which lists the suprisingly high figure of approximately 15% of the city's population
as Efrenciyan. Not only does this figure seem suspiciously inflated but it also happens
to appear in the only one of the four extant Trabzon Tahrir Defters where it can not
be checked for accuracy by an examination of the names which are listed in the
iMufassal Defters of ¢. 1486, 1553 and 1583 under each mahalle.

When questioning the Efrenclyan figures presented in the survey of c. 1523 the first
question we must ask is are they consistent with the information provided in the
survey of c. 1486 which preceded it and those of 1553 and 1583 which follow it? In
short the answer is no. A closer look at the relevant portions of each of these Defters
will illustrate these inconsistencies and at the same time provide us with an explanation
for their appearance in the first place:

SURVEY OF C. 1486:

The survey of ¢, 1486 compiled only 25 years after the Ottoman conquest of
Trabzon lists the Efrenciyan population as follows:

1) MAHALLE.] EFRENGIVAN- GENEViZ: 33 Hane, 9 Bive, 3 Miicerred.
2) MAHALLE.i EFRENCIYAN-i VENEDIK: 1 Hane, 1 Bive, 2 Miicerred.

Here the question posed in the introduction of this paper as to the origins of the
Efrenciyan population is answered. They are clearly identified as Genoese and Vene-

5 Sehabeddin Tekindag: "Trabzon", Istim Ansiklopedisi, 125, ciiz (1974), pp. 455-477.

6 op. cit. p. 458,

7 This article appeared in: Iut. J. Middle East. Stud. 7 (1976) pp. 21-57. (Herealter cited as:
Jennings, Trabzou).

% Jennings, Trabzom. p. 45.

3 M.M, No. 828. pp. 14-15,



106 HEATH W. LOWRY

tians, in addition an examination of their names bears out their Latin origin. Among
the Genoese we can identify the following: Andronikes, Francheska, Rodrigo, Niforos,
Kasparhas and Marko; while among the Venetians we find: Koshko the son of Kasro,
the window Kokoni, and the Priest Mariano.1?

Equally interesting is the fact that among the city's Greek Mahalles we find the:
following:

1) MAHALLE- PIKSID: 10 Hane. 1 Bive.
2) MAHALLE.f DAFNUNDA: 60 Hane, 22 Bive, 4 Miicerred.

The Greek {Rum) origin of the residents of these two mahalles is also attested to by
an examination of their proper names. Among them we find: Yani, Grigor, Lefter,
Vasili, Konstantin, Yorgi etc.1!

Yet a further argument for the non-Latin nature of these two Mabhalles is the
fact that both or their names are Greek in origin. Piksid {Gokbilgin's Beksid) appears
to derive from the Greek name Pyxites meaning Box-tree,!? while Dafnunda (Gokbil
gin's Zaftunda) is the accusative from of the Greek Daphnous.

We can therefore state with some degree of certainty that in c. 1486 the city
of Trabzon had two Efrenciyan Mahalles (a Venetlan and a Genoese), while among its
Greek Mahalles there were a Piksid and a Dafnunda,

SURVEY OF 1553:

A study of the survey of 1553 shows that it lists one:
MAHALLE EFRENCIYAN: 32 Hane, 17 Bive.?

While among the names of its residents therz are a good many which still polnt to a
Latin origin (Carlo, Andro, Andon, Malaros, Nikol) there are others such as Yorgi,
Grigor and Yani which are also found in clearly Greek Mahalles, On the other hand it
can he argued that each of these names also appear in similar forms in lalian.

Among the other Mahalles of the city there still appear a Pikgid and a Dafnunda:

MAHALLE] PIKSID NAM.I DEGER
DEGIRMENDERESI: 4 Hane, 1 Bive, ¥

MAHALLE-i DAFNUNDA NAM-i DIGER
COLMEXCI: 39 Hane, 39 Bive, U

0 M.M. No. 828, pp. i4-15,

11 M.M. No. 828, pp. !-12,

12 Minas Bijiskyan, Karadeniz Kiyilat:i Tarih ve Cografyasi. (trans. by Hrand Andreasyen) Istan-
bul, 196%. p. 57

1 T.T. No. 283, p. 26.

14 T.T. No. 288, p. 26

15 F.T. No. 288, p.17.
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and in addition there is a second entry for Dafnunda with the added explanation HARIC
AMED EST {new artivals from outslde the city):

MAHALLE-I DAFMUNDA NAM- DIGER
COLMEKGi (HARIC AMED EST): 36 Hane, 24 Bive. 16

One interesting change is that Piksid which in ¢, 1486 was clearly a Greek Christian
Mahalle has by 1553 become a Muslim Mahalle, Its residents are listed as: Mustafa
the son of Hasan iskender; his unmarried brother Burhaneddin; ibrahim the son ot
iskender; his brother Kurd; and, 'Ali son of Abdullah,

Dafnunda (indeed both entries) on the other hand is still clearly Greek and
Christian with the usual assortment of: Lefter, Manol, Lisavrios, Yorgi. Kostantin,
Dimitri, Yant, Todoros etc.

SURVEY OF 1583:

Our last survey, that of 1583 clearly carries on the pattern established in those
of c. 1486 and 1553. Here we have:

MAHALLE-I EFRENCIYAN: 47 Hane,U”
While there is no entry for Piksid in this Defter there are again two Dafnundas :

MAHALLE-] DAFNUNDA NAM-i DIGER
COLMEKCI: 78 Hane. 13

MAHALLE{ DAFNUNDA DIiGER ...: 68 Hane. t?

Here again as in the surveys of c¢. 1486 and 1553 the proper names of those listed
in the Efrenciyan Mahalle show a predominately Latin orlgin, while those listed under
Dafnunda are clearly Greek,

This evidence clearly points to what | would call a “scribal error” in the survey
of ¢. 1523. When copying the totals from the Mufassal Defter (now mising) which
served as the basis for the lcmal Defter of c. 1523 the scribe mistakenly included the
two Greek Mahales of Piksid and Dafnunda under the general heading MAHALLE-l
EFRENCIYANI- NEFS-i SEHIR, which in actual fact should only have been applied to
the Mahalle-i Efreng. Once this error has been corrected {that is, Piksid and Dafnunda
returned to the list of Greek Mabhalles) the profile which emerges for the city's Efren-
ciyan population in the late t5th and 16th centuries is quite consistent:

16 T.T. No. 288, pp. 17- 18
T. Kad, No. 29, p. 16v.

13 T. Kad. No. 29, p. 15r.
T. Kad. No. 29, pp. lév - lér.
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Defter of : Mahalle Hane Bive Miicerred
¢.1486 Combined Genoese o
and Venetian 34 10 5
c.1523 Efreng 10 12 9
1553 Efrenciyan 32 0 17
1583 Efrenciyan ' 47 1] 0

(n addition te the above we may cite internal evidence in the survey of ¢.1523
itself as a further support for this interpretation. Namely, the fact that after listing the

singular heading: MAHALLE-P EFRENCiIYAN-] NEFS-{ SEHIR the scribe precedes to
fist not one mahalle but three.

The question of how the scribe who copied the c.1523 lemal Defter made this
mistake is answered by an examination into the locations of the city's mahalles. in
1523 the majority of Trabzon's Greek population were living along the sea coast to
the East of the walled city. Slightly further East was the Efrenciyan Mahalle and to
its East were the Greek Mahalles of Dafnunda and Piksid. It appears that the scribe
copying the icmal Defter of c.1523 (which lists the city's Mahalles in a West to East
pattern) simply assumed that Piksid and Dafnunda which came after the Efrenclyan
Mahalle were also Efrencivan.

CONCLUSIONS :

While we have uncovered the scribal error which causes the survey of 61523
to list such a large Efrenclyan population in Trabzon and in so doing amended the
figures which are presented in the works of Gokbilgin, Tekindad and Jennings,? we
still have not clearly answered all of the questions posed in the introduction of this
raper. Namely, what were this groups origins and why are they iisted in the Ottoman
Tax Surveys at all? Here 1 would proposs the following explanation:

1) Frot the survey of c.1486 which breaks the group down into Venetizn and
Genoese sub-groups we can state that they were aimost certainly a residue of
the Latin Catholic Genoese and Venetian merchants who are known to have
played an important role commercially under the Grand Komnenci prior to the
Ottoman conquest of Trabzon in 1461, 22

% T. YT, No. 387, p. TIT.

21 Jennings, Trabzon. pp. 43-46, Jennings population [igures and percentages should be used
with the utmost caution. Since he cxcepts Piksid and Dafnunda as Efrenclyan on the basis
of the ¢. 1323 survey he continues to treat them as such in the surveys of (553 and 1583,
This means that not onlv are his Efrencivan ligures continvousiv inflated, but also that his
Greek and Muslim ligures are inaccurate as well

I For o recent article discussing the rol eofl the Latins in the Black Sea, see: Anthony Bryer:
“Fhe Llating In The Euxine.” XVe Congrés International IFEtudes Byzaniines: I. Histolre,

Athénes, |976. pp, 3- 2.
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2) Furthermore the fact that they are listed In the Ottoman Tax Surveys and
indsed In the survey of c.1486 the amount of the Ispence Tax paid by the
community is shown (Genoese: 951 Akge; Venetians: 81 Akge), 3 clearly indicates
that they were not a protected foreign group within the Empire but were indeed
Ottoman subjects. In other words they were a Latin Catholic community which
following the Ottoman congquest elected to remain in Trabzon as naturalized
Ottoman citizens.

3) Finally I would suggest that the meaning of the term Efrenciyan in these
Tahrir Defters is synonymous with Catholic, i.e., this term is used to distinguish
between Trabzon's Greek Ortodox and Latin Catholic communities.

TRABZON'UN EFRENCIYAN AHALIS!: 1486-1583
OZET

15. ve 18. asirlarda Trabzonda yagiyan Efrenciyan ahalisi bahsedilmeye deger
bir konudur. Tahminlerimize gire, gehrin Efrenciyan ahalisi, yanl gehrin &dtedenberi
ticaret hayatim ellerinde tutan Ceneviz ve Venediklerin, 1461 de gehrin fethini
takib eden zamanlarda Trabzonu terketmig olmalan gerekirdi. Fakat, bu zama-
na ait Osmanl Tahrir Defterlerinde bunuan dofru eclmadiftr gésterir. Birincisi
takriben 1486 da yani, Fetihten 25 sene sonraya ait olmak iizere, diferleri takriben
1523, 1553 ve 1583 senelerine ait olan 4 Tahrir Defteri giiniimiize kadar muhafaza
edilmis ve halen edilmektedir.

1488, 1553 ve 1583 senelerine ait olanlar Mufassal Defterleridir, 1528 e ait olan
bir Icmal Defteridir ki bunlardan bu giline kadar sadece bu Iemal Defteri Trab-
zon gehrinin niifusuy agisindan detayll olarak kullamlmigtir. Bu Defterlerden ali-
nan gehrin niifusuna ait rakkamlar, ilk olarak 1962 de M., Tayyib Gokbilgin, son-
ralart 1974 de Sehabettin Tekindag ve nihayet 1976 da Ronald Jennings tarafin-
dan cahsmalarinda gdsterilmisti,. Bu {i¢ ilim adami, Efrenciyan ahalisinin ntifu-
sunun 1523 de {i¢ mahalle de bulunan: 159 Hane, 24 Bive ve 13 Micerred veya
ortalama o¢larak gehrin tlm niifusunun yiizde 15 ini tegkil ettigi fikrinde birles-
migtir.

Bu tebligatimda, bu dért Defteri birbirleriyle mukayese ederek, yukarn-
¢a gosterilen rakkamlarin hakikatte, o devrin kitibinin yekiinleri, 1523 femal Def-
terine, daha evvel yapilmig Mufassal Defterlerden gegirirken yapmug oldugu bir
hatidan meydana gelmis oldugunu gdstermiye g¢ahgacafum., Yanphghkia bu 1523
Icmal Defterinde, gehrin ki Rum Mahallesini de tek Efrenciyan Mahallesi ile bir-
legtirerek, Efrenclyan ahalisinin niifusunun ashndan ¢ok fazla olarak gisteril-
mesine sebep olmustur. Bu hatays, bu lic Mufassal Defterde belirtilen mahallelere
gbre aymlan halkin adlarim birbirleriyle mukayese ettikten sonra, gdrilyoruz ki,
ashinda 1486, 1532 ve 1583 Defterlerde Rum Mahalleleri olarak gbsterilen Dafnun-

% M. M. No. 828, pp. 14-15.
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da Mahallesi ve 1486'da Rum, 1553 de Miislliman Mahallesl olarak gosterilen Piksid,
yanhglikla 1523 Icmal Defterinde Efrenciyan Mahallesi ile beraber gbsterilmigti. Bu
hatayr dizelttikten sonra, sehrin Efrenciyan ahalisi niifusu bu seneler zarfinda ya-
ni, 1486-1583e kadar agafida gosterilen gekilde kalmagtir :

Sene: Hane: Bive: Miicerred:
1486 3 10 5
1523 40 12 ]
1553 32 0 17
1583 47 0 0

Netice olarak, Efrenciyan ahalisinin kimler olduklari sorusu, kanaatimee, 1436
Defterinde onlarin ddedikleri lspence miktar1 ve diger Tahrir Defterlerinde adlart
gectifi icin aslen Ceneviz ve Venedikli olan bir Latin Katolik guruptur. Sehrin
1461 de fethinden sonra, Osmanlh idaresine gecmiglerdir. Yani bir bagka deZimle,
Defterlerde ad1 gecen Efrenciyan terimi Latin Katolik manasimna gelmektedir.



