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served as prototype of the Tabula Peutingeriana. The maps were, however, rearranged
to suit a Christian Biblical conception, by omitting details irrelevant to the Biblical
story, adding others derived from 'it, and sacrificing accuracy to the aim of enhanc-
ing the status of the Holy Land. Map B. represents Palestine in details, Map A.
the neighbouring countries. These maps are an important link in the transition
from ancient to medieval cartography. .

Notes on the Report of the JPES Excavations
at Beth-Shearim (Season 1940)

by S. YEIVIN®

In its first phase the basilica included the whole area (the present building
together with the inner court). The alterations (the secondary facade, the mosaic-
paved inner court, the fixed emplacement of the Ark of the Law, the large Bémah)
were made at the beginning of the III-b period (early IVth cent.), as a result of the
introduction of the Ark of the Law as a fixed feature. This feature had been intro-
duced outside Palestine (Dura-Europos, Aegina, Priene?) about 70 to 80 years earlier, on
account of peculiar conditions common throughout the Diaspora. Conditions revealed
at Beth-She‘arim confirm the author's previous contention (JPOS XVI, pp. 64-66),
that the Ark of the Law was introduced as a fixture in Palestinian synagogues
during the early IVth cent. Coloured mosaic pavements coupled with plain facades
(reversed to the side opposite to the orientation wall towards Jerusalem) were not
introduced till the second half of the IVth cent. (when Christianity as state-religion
developed official intolerance towards Jews).—The roofing should be reconstructed as a
saddle-roof over the higher nave and two inclined roofs over the aisles with cleres-
tory windows in between (fig. 1 on p. 75), not unlike the Syrian churches of the
IVth—VIth cents., which undoubtedly copied earlier synagogue architecture.

*) See BJPES IX, 1, pp. 5 ff.

Miscellany: M. H. Segal gives a critical philological remark on the text of
Ben Sira IV, 31.— S. Yeivin proves the reading |»n% in the Hamman scaraboid from
Megiddo; the name should be considered, therefore, a n. pr.-of a person (the owner)
and not a deity, and the winged sphinx merely a decorative design.— I. Press discus-
ses some points in the late Prof. S. Klein's articles in this Bulletin, VII, 3-4, pp. 95 ff.—
M. Avi-Yonah notes the existence of the symbol known as the ‘snuffshovel’ on Phoen-
ician stelae from Carthage.— N. Schalem reviews the contents of Sefer ha-Yishuv
Vol. I and makes several remarks as regards Jewish settlements in the Judean desert
and the borderlands of Palestine.
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