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THE YEAR JUST GONE.

A retrospective glance owver, the year 1012 marks it as
one of the most momentous in the history of the Ottoman
Empire. The Treaty of Lausanne ended the war with laly
by which the vast African provinces were lost. And as the
year dies, the delegates of the Balkan States are discussing
with Turkey the fate of what have been since 1878 Turkey's
Européan possessions. The Balkan war has amazed the world
by its spectacular and decisive proof of the military prowess of
the Bulgarians, and of the weakness of the Ottoman forces,
Greece has seized (he Aegean [slands and solved the Cretan
question. Whatevér may be decided as to Adrianople, Tur-
key is no longer a European Power.

Internal politics have been no less interesting.  The dis-
solution of the Chamber in January was followed by the as-
sembling of a new Parliament in April, which in turn was
closed in August, and further elections have been prevented
by the state of war. We have had three Cabinets, those of
Said Pasha, Ahmed Moukhiar Pasha, and Kiamil Pasha. The
fale of the Union and Progress party has been variegated,
the darker shades predominating; and its quondam leaders
are now reporied to be in Brussels, plotting against the pres-
ent Goyernment.

OF disasters, the fearful earthquakes on the shores of the
Marmora head the lisl, followed by another big fire in Stam-
boul, between the Mosque of Sultan Ahmed and the Mar-
mora, and by another outbreak of cholera, which still con-
tinues in the Capital, where it has claimed about 1,200 vic-
tims, with an unreported but far worse mortality i in the Ot
toman army,

In the religious ‘history of the year in this empire, there

have been but few outstanding features. The visit of G.
Sherwood Eddy to Constantinople in March, and the Henry
Martyn Centenary in Tokat in October were noteworthy. Also
. the reopening of the Theological Seminary in Beirit this fall,
and the quarter-centennial anniversary of Anatolia College,
it June. Mention should also bé made in this connection of
* the definite organization in May, of an Ottoman Society for
the Prevemtion of Cruelty to Animals, [as a result of the ef-
forts of the Humane Education Sociely.

- Among the outstanding events in the history of other
coutitries in 1912 we refer to only a few, —the birth of the
Chinese Republic; the agitation in the British Parliament
over the Irish Home Rule Bill, which passed two readings;
the success of the Democrats in the American Presidential
contest: the holding of the Olympic Games at Stockholm,

the Americans as usual capturing the majority of the track
and field evenis: the awful disaster to the “Titanic” on its
maiden voyage; also in the religious world, ‘the successful
starting of the [nfernational Review of Missions ; -the meet-
ings of the Inter-Mission Conference at Hamadan in July,
and the second guadrennial gathering of the Federal Council
of Churches in December in Chicago.

The necrology of the year is unusually full of honorable
names. In the political world, among the dead are:Emperor
Mutsuhito of Japan, King Frederick VIII. of Denmark, Prince
Regent Luitpold of Bavaria, Vice-President J. 5. Sherman of
the United States, ex-Minister A. W. Terrell of Texas, and
Baron Marschall von Bieberstein, German Ambassador for
many years al Conslantinople, who had just been {ransferred,
also within the year, to London; also Mr. H. Z. Longworth,
British Consul al Trebizond, and Mr. A. A. Gargiulo, Inter-
preter at the American Embassy i this-cily.. His Holiness
Joachim 11I, the Ecumenical Patriarch, alse passed away.
Among the world's great names are also fo be added those
of Gen. William Booth of the Salvatién Army. Dr. Griffith
Jolm of China, Miss Clara Barton of the American Red Cross,
Dr. D. K, Pearsons the Chicago philanthropist, W. T. Stead
the journalist, who went down with the “Titanic,” which also
carried down the millionaire John Jacob Astor. - Of those
who were or had been laboring in this couniry as mission-

aries were Dr. W. A. Farnsworth of Casarea, Dr. Samue] Jes-:

sup of Syria, Rev. Lyman Bartletl of Smyma, Miss F. A. Fen-
sham of the American College for Girls, Miss Haitie E. Sey-
mour of Harpout, Miss Mary L. Page of Smyrna, Miss Cora
May Welpton of Marash, and Rev. Lysander T, Burbank of
Bitlis.  Also among our nalive co-laborers, Rev. H. K. Biil-

. biilian, Rev. B, Topalian and Rev. A. Momijiades.

THE OPENING YEAR.

The year 1913 may prove as full of the unexpected as
has the year just closed. Mo sane person will attempt to fore-
cast its chief events, One thing, however, to which we look
forward with great hopefulness, bordering on confidence, is
thereal and effective solution of the vexatious Balkan problem,
and the consequent inauguration ﬂf an era of peme and pros-
perity for that storm-centre,

Several events are fixed for-the incoming year. _E_)ne is
the celebration of the hundredth anniversary of the establish-
ment of the Marathi Mission of the American Board, the old-
est of its twenly missions.  The first missionaries landed in
Bombay Feb. 11th, 1813, In connection with this centennial
anniversary, a representation from the American Board will
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visitdndia, and a most profifable celebration is aﬂfici;mteﬂ.

Another event to which some of us look forward with
personal anticipations is the World's Sunday-School Conven-
tion at Zurich, in July. These great conventions are a source
of inspiration fo all who can attend.

Robert College was to have observed its fiftieth anniver-
sary this spring; but owing to local conditions this has been put
offand no definite date for it is yet decided on. This year oc-
curs also the fiftieth anniversary of the reign of King George
I: of Greece; who is one of the veterans of European royalty.
The occasion will doubtless. be observed all over the Greek
world with added enthusiasm because of the recent successes
of the Greek arms.

The year 1913 is likewise  the hundredth anniversary of
that part of the Napoleonic wars which maost directly affected
Giermany, especially Napoleon's victories at Liitzen and Bau-
tzen.. Itis alsa the centennial . year of several noteworthy
battles in the last war belween Greal Britain and the United
States, notably the Battle of Lake Erie and the capture of the
“Chesapeake! by the “Shannon.” It is just fifty years since
the memorable year in our civil war which saw the great
battles of Gettysburg and  Vicksburg, of Chickamauga and
Chaltanooga.

il ———

. THE PEACE CONFERENCE.

At the meeting .Dec. 23rd’ the Turkish delegates agreed
to admit the Greek delegates unconditionally.

The Allies then presented their territorial demands, in-
volving the surrender of all territory west of the line' drawn
from Rodosto to Cape Malalra, and all thie Turkish islands in
the Aegean, except those near the mouth of the Dardanelles
This territory is to be ceded en dloe, and includes the fortified
towns.  Albania is to be ceded, bul its future will be decided
by the Powers. The meeting adjourned to the 28th, to give
the Turkish delegates {ime to refer the claims of the Allies to
their povernment.

According to news received by the local papers, on the
28th the Turkish delegates presented their counter proposals:
(1) the vilayet of Adrianople to be retained by Turkey: (2)
Macedonia to be formed into a separate principality, with
Salonica as its capital under the suzerainty of Turkey, the
governor being a Protestant appointed by Europe and
nppmvﬂi by Tirkey; (3) Albania [to be given autonomous
government under a Turkish ruler appointed for five years,
with eligibility for longer term ; (4) the Aegean islands, except
those near the Dardanelles, to be treated on the same basis as
Samas; (5} the future of Crete can be settled only by Tur-
key aud four protecting powers.

It was reported on Monday that instructions were sent to
the Turkish delegates that Turkey will insist on retaining Ad-
rianople whatever happens,

Turkey has appealed fo the Powers to keep their promise
to maintain the statu quo.

So the bargaining goes on, while the world impatiently
awaits the return of peace!

THE MARONITES.
By W. B. Apams, M.D., BEIRUT, SYRIA.

The nalional church of the Lebanon mountains is called
the Maronite chureh; all others are regarded not only as
exotic and foreign, but also heretical. Mot infrequently its
adherents speak of themselves as “Christians” and all others
as “Roum”, Greek Orthodox, or “Quaitly”, Greek Cath-
olic, etc., and hardly recognize them as really Christian,
In all others 1 do not, of course, include the church
of Rome, for the Maronites are now a branch of that
church. The name Maronite is derived from either Mar (saint)
Mariin, whois regarded by some church historians as a some-
whal mythical personage, but by others as the real founder
of the sect. It seems to me that the weight of the evidence
is-mostly in his favor.  He died in the year 400 That gives
the sect great antiquity. Others trace the name to Mar Yu-
hanna Marfin, who served as the first patriarch of the church
from the year 685 to 707. = In case we regard. either “saint”
as the founder, though Rome has never canonized either, it
is a venerable branch of the Christian chureh. Moreover; ils
members maintain that they are descendants of those moun-
taineers of Lebanon who were converled to Christianity in
the first century, Certainly it is:an indigenous: church. Ori-
ginally it was heretical, holding the monothelite heresy, ‘as
all impartial church historians agree ; but now even the smell
of heresy has departed from' their garments, and they even
strenuously deny  that the long “abandoned and forgotien
schism was ever held by their church. It does seem too bad
to keep throwing it up at them after all these centuries!
For certainly now no church is more orthodox, according to.
Roman Catholic standards, than the Maronite church of today.

The Maronites are unique among Oriental churches in
that they have gone over bodily and unreservedly to the sub-
jection to Rome, though Rome “handles them with gloves
on.” Parts of the Gregorian, the Greek and the Syriac
churches have come under the sway of Rome; but with: the
Maronites the union is regarded as complete ; and yetit isinot
so close as one might suppose, partly from the pride of the
people in their ancient church, and partly on' account of
the natural love of independence of these mountaineers.

Mount Lebanon is.a misnomer if one regards it as one
mountain, It is really a range of mountains, its highest peaks
2 miles above the sea, and skirting the Syrian coast for about
120 miles from Tyre to Tripoli, and having a width of some
1510 20 miles. In these steep and rugged mountains live
nearly 300,000 Maronites, making about three-fourths of
all the inhabitants. of Lebanon. Most ‘of ‘them reside in
the northern half of the range, that part lying north. of the
Dog river, which finds the sea just above Beiriit, and is the
river that supplies the city with such excellent drinking water.
This district is called the Kesriidn, while the southern part is
sometimes called “the mountain of the Druzes", for they pre-
dominate there, though' there are many Maroniles scattered
all through the region; but no Druzes, no Greeks, no Pro-
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testants contaminate the holy soil of the Kesridn.  The Tri-
poli missionaries saml:tlmes summer ‘in the distriet, but ihey
are nof tade welconie; indeed they frequently experience
difficulty in finding a house and in obfaining provisions.
They are not wanted.

Once-at my polyclinic I asked a patient whertce he came
and he replied with evident pride, "From the Kestlidn.” In
a spirit of mischief [ said, "Ah; then you must be a Protest-
ant!" In alarm he rapidly crossed “himself and cried, "Istafr
Allah" {God forbid), dnd”he looked anxiously round lest a
priest should hear him accused of such heresy. Beirfit has a
large Maronite population, though second numerically to the
Greeks; There isa large cathedral and several large, fine
churches in the cily. = The other coastal cities, as wellas
Aleppo, Damascus -and Jerusalem have their Maronite commu-
nities: They are also rather numerous in the cities of Egypl,
and many have emigrated to America, Brazil and Argentine.
The church maintains: foreign missionaries beyond . the seas
to hold her people true to their church andl to keep them
from-drifting into Protestant ways. 1 know some of these
missionary priests, and ‘they have themselves, perhaps un-
consciously, become liberalized by their American environ-
ment.  They are zealofis'men and | am convinced they have
on their hearts the spiritual interests of their people.

Who are these peoplé?  Are the Maronites merely a
church organization, or a distinct people, a race?  They are
both, and immensely proud of being both. I can not give
a better description of their racial characteristics than Dr. F.
J. Bliss has condensed in his articles on the Maronites in the
Palesline Exploration Fund Quarterly Statement. From those
monographs and from the same author's recent book on “The
Religons of Modern Syria and Palestine” | have drawn much
of the material “for this sketch. “It is", he writes, “almost
iniversally acknowledged that the Maronites are descendanls
of the early dwellers on the slopes of the Lebanon, with but
little admixture of olher strains of blood. Echoes of the old
Syriac or Aramaic speech are heard in the broad Arabic
vowels sounded in the Maronite villages near the cedars of
Lebanon. The fair complexions and blue eyes common
among the Greek Christians are seldom seen among the Mar-
onites of the Kesrfidin. The typical face is round rather than
oval ; the eyes are well-set,almond shaped and black or brown
in color ; the nose is inclined to be broad ; the teeth are white
and regular; the complexion is a healthy olive with almost
no tinge of red color in the cheeks; the eye-brows are strong
" and often meet; the hair is strong and black; the beard is
black, curly and abundant. The stature is medium”. I
might add that the heads, and | have measured many of
them, ‘are strongly brachy-cephalic; and even hypsibrachy-
cephalic, or in less technical terms, having very broad and
high skulls as compared with the anterio-posterior diameter.
It surely marks them as a mountaineer race. ~Cradle flatten-
ing is nearly universal and accentuates the measurements.
I once greatly offended a Maronite lady by mistaking her for
a Gireek Orthodox, 1 should have recognized the difference
at a glance. There was no excuse for such a mistake. It was

hardly pardonable in one so long in the country.
Orthodox, indeed ! She could scarcely forgive me,
never again make such a blunder !

The hierarchy of the Maronite church consists of the pat-
riarch, bishops, priesls, monks and nuns. The patriarch and
the bishops (and the monks and nuns, of course) must be cel-
jbates; and through the subtle influence of the ever present
Jesuits there seems to be a tendency towards celibacy among
the parish clergy. I note that the three priests of the large
church of Mar liyds in Ras Beiriit are all unmarried. A Mar-
onite priest may not marry, but a married man may be or-
dained to the priesthood. And accordingly just previous to
ordination al the theological seminaries a vacation of some.
weeks is granted in which the candidates almost all revisit their-
home villages and wed the maiden whom the young priest's
mother has selecled as a proper help-meet.  After the wed-
ding festivities the young men return to the seminaries and
there remains but to ordain-the man already married. Those
who enter monastic life or have episcopal ambitions must re-
nounce the holy but wholly uncertain stale of matrimony. If
a parish priest's wife dies he may not remarry ; and indeed,
his usefulness as a parish priest is considered ended. He is
expected to retire to some monastery and there end his days,

There are about 40 monasleries in. Lebanon, housings,
about 1,500 monks and nuns.  From the College campus on
Ras Beiriil there is a magnificen! view of the Kesriiin, where
seemingly “on every high hill" rises a monastery. Many of
them, in fact, are built on the very foundations; of ancient
Baal temples. Indeed one, Deir ul Kalaa, which Professor
Porter declares was the “high place!” for pagan Beiriit; bears
Gireek inscriplions naming it assacred to Baal Markod, Some
of these great buildings are schools and others theological
seminaries, while others are ordinary monastic retreats. Most
of them own vast tracts of valuable land ; and they all are said
to be like the American farmer who complained that it was
a libel to call him “land hungry”; he only wanted to own the
land adjoining his farm on each side! One-seventh to one-
sixth of all the land of the Lebanon belongs to Cathelic mon-
asteries : and of this land four-fifths belongs to the Maronite
monasteries.  This properly is practically all “wakf”, hence
it requires but litfle knowledge of political economy to realize
how the tax question is involved with the anti-clerical move-
ment in the Lebanon.  Working among these people, insin-
uating themselves in every possible way, are the Jesuit monks,
mostly French. The Maronites suspect them, even fear them,
certainly do mnot like them,and yet seem to consider them
their necessary allies against the constant pressure of the in-
vasion of evanpgelical ideas.

Rustem Pasha, “the best governor Lebanon ever had,"
though himself a Roman Catholic, yel was determined to be
the governor of the whole people, not merely of ‘the monas-
teries, nor merely of the Maronites.  That attilude did not
please the hierarchy, either Maronite or Jesuit, and they
brought various accusations against him, which he had to
answer at Constantinople. As to troubles in Lebanon he
said everything was all right but for two things. “What are

ﬂ Gireek
I must
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they?" “They are black.” *“What are black?” "The troublers
of Lebanon, the devourers of the land and the people.” "Name
them." “They are black. Some have two legs and some
have four.” ‘“What are they?" "Goats and monks." And
he would say no more.

{To be concluded.)

ZIONISM IN PALESTINE.

Berlin, Dec. 196k, 1912,
Dear Sir: —

In your issue of October 2nd you publish a paragraph
from the Turkish newspaper Hikmef which alleges that the
Zionists "dream of reestablishing in Palestine the Hebrew King-
dom,"” that they “by worming themselves into the Committee
organization have secured large contributions all over the
Empire for their own purposes,” and ihat they “through the
Masonic orders have succeeded in breaking np with a sinister
purpose the Mohammedans and have founded secret organ-
izations all over the Empire.” Your own editorial nole on
page 5 seems to accept these various allegalions as facts.

I shall therefore be much obliged if you will give me the
opportunity of pointing out in your columns that the various
allegations of the Hikmet are absolutely without any founda-
tion. The Zionists have no relation whatsoever with the
Committee of Union and Progress or with the Masonic or-
ders; they have not founded any secret organizations whatso-
ever, and they do not dream of re-establishing the Hebrew
kingdom. The object of the Zionist movement is the pro-
motion of the colonisation of Palestine by Jews, and the mat-
erial benefits that have already been conferred upon the count-
ry by the activity of Zionist institutions during the last few
years show what a source of aid and sirength the Ottoman
Empire has at his disposal in this movement. The economic
amelioration of Palestine during the last few years is in no
small measure due to the activity of the Zionist bank, the
Anglo-Palestine Company, which has been commended by
the British Consul in Jaffa on more than one occasion.  Zion-
ist endeavours have modernized and quickened commercial
life in Palestirie, stimulated industrial crafts, introduced ra-
tional reforms in agricultural colonization, improved the con-
ditions of housing and sanitation, and contributed to the ad-
vancement of educalion and science.

It would be exceedingly regrettable if your readers were
to remain under the erroneous impression that there is the
least truth in the qharges of the Turkish paper Hikmet, and
I therefore rely upon your sense of justice to publish this cor-
rection. At the same time I have pleasure in sending you a
copy offtwo English publications upon the Zionist movement
“Zionist Work in Palestine” and “The Zionist Movement,"
which will give you a complete and up-to-date account of the
history and activity of our organisation, and [ shall be pleas-
ed if you will notice these works in your paper.

Yours faithfully,
ISRAEL COHEN.

EXTRACTS FROM THE JOURNAL OF DR. ELIAS RIGGS.

Malta, Dec. 23rd, 1832, Today, for the first time, we
saw the host carried to be administered to sick person. Four
men, dressed in loose white robes carried a canopy, under
which the priest walked carrying the consecrated wafer. A
large number of boys accompained, bearing lanterns with
lamps lighted, although it was in the middle of the day.
Another lad went before ringing a bell as a signal of their
approach. As they passed through the streets, the people
kneeled and uncovered their heads in token of adoration.
When they reached the house of the sick person, another af-
tendant opened a richly ornamented: umbrella and held it
over the head of the priest while he left the canopy and en-
tered the house.  While he was within, the whole company
were engaged in repeating in a loud and very irreverent man-
ner some of the penitential psalms in Latin. [ am sure no
evangelical Christian could witness this scene for the first
time unmoved. My own feelings were unusually excited, es-
pecially when 1 reflected on the apparent indifference with
which the whole service was performed.  While they were
chanting the psalms of penilence before the sick person’s door
most of them were staring about and laughing, and some of
them running about and playing. [ inquired of Mr. Temple,
who has been here for several years, in respect to the prob-
able simcerily of the priests. He replied that they nol only
gave every evidence of insincerity in their conduct, but that
many of them did not scruple to avow their infidelity, and
that he had heard them excuse themselves on the ground
that they had never pledged themselves to believe the doc-
trines of the church. They had simply vowed to feach them.
With this vow they comply and acquit #reir consciences. But
this is only a specimen of Maltese honesty. “From the great-
est of them even to the least' says Mr. T., “heavy as the
charge may seem, fhey are all liars.”  OF this indeed, | have
myself already had some evidence. A man of high standing
and of the first respectability recently told me several down-
right falsehoods, for the purpose of inducing me to buy.a

book worth about §1.25. Oh, when shall the gospel of fruth
shine into their hearis and dissipate supersiition and crime ?
Lord, hasten the day !

Sfan. Ist, 1833, Set sail this morning for Athens in the
Greek Brig “Leonidas.” It is a fine vessel with a good cabin
and apparently a very pleasant company. [ pay for my own
and Mrs. R.'s passage and the freight of our things §50. We
are to find ourselves, We are accompanied by Mr. Wm. Bell,

an English gentleman who owns land in Athens and is about
to make that his residence.

Our recollections of our stay in Malta will always be
pleasant.  We were treated during the few days which we
spent there with much kindness, both by Mr. and Mrs. Temple,
Mr, and Mrs. Hallock and by the missionaries of other socie-
ties who are harmoniously pursuing their labor in this island.

The three mission presses (viz. that of the Church M. 8.,
that of theLondon M.5. and our own) are at present all engaged
almost exclusively in the publication of Greek books. 1 take
with me 12 large boxes of them for distribution in Greece.
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EDITORIAL.

A Happy New Year to us all! We sincerely trust it may
indeed prove happy in the return of a peace that shall be
just and lasting, in this distracted land, and in the progress
of the principles of Christian love in all lands.

As for a statement of the policy of this paper for 1913,
we feel that none is here neeéded. For we merely intend to do
our best, profiting by the lessons we haye bought and paid
for by our experience, If we succeed in meeting {o a greater
degree than before the expectations of our friends, we shall
be encouraged. J' '
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10+, With the first Sunday of the New Year begins the Week
of Prayer, which is well-nigh universally observed among the
Evangelical communities of this land, and, we believe, with
happy resulis. - There has been, we fear, a tendency in many
parts of America to neglect this opportunily to begin the year
aright. _ If each day ought to commence with a period of
prayer, and if the first day of each week is especially devoted
to communion with God, surely the first week of the year
may profitably be given to Jike united infercession’ on the
part of all the people of God.  And particularly at this crit-
ical epoch in the world's history is it fitting that all unite in
humble supplication thal the turning and. overturning may
result in the incoming of His kingdon.

_

It is with real pleasure that we present to our readers to-
day the first instalment of the seventh in our series of discus-
sions “of the little-nniderstond religious bodies_in this com-
hmil.e empire.  Previous: diticles. have appeared on the Bek
Tashi Shias, the Druzes, the Nestorians, the Nusairiyeh, the
Paulicians and the Pomaks. ~ Our Beirit correspondent now
gives us an intimate and very vivid description of the Marq~
nites, which, owing to pressure of space, we are farced to di-
vide into two sections, Thé article is especially timely in view
of the question now raised of French interests in the Lebanon
and Syria, and in view of the changes in the Organic Statutes

of the Lebanon province and the opening of a special port
on the Mediterranean for Maronites, within' the past ten days.

We have been favored with a communicalion from the
Zionist Central Office in Berlin, from the editor of several
Zionist publications, «and his letter will be found on another
page of this issue, The books referred {o we shall mention
ina later number. While the editorial of which the writer
complains might perhaps be understood to accept the charges
of the Turkish paper as facts, yet we feel sure our correspon-
dent will admit that it does not necessarily mean this.”" “Tn
point of Tact, it was not'so intended,” In fact, t_hti'lr:'-dilariqi_ in
the issue of October 2nd says nothing about Zionism, buf is
an arraignment of the lax business methods of the Union and
Progress Committee. As for Zionism, anyone who knows ils
history will necessarily admit that it has done very much for
the material and commercial prosperity of Palestine. Al true
friends of the Hebrew race sympathize strongly with the
scheme of repatriating the Jews in their ancient home in Pal-
estine. [t is also true that the Ottoman Government has from
the fifteenth century shown to the Jews a consideration nol en-
joyed by them in any other land unless it be the Anglo-Sax-
on lands. We ‘do not believe'that the arficle in the Hikmet
represenis the attilude of the Ottoman GO‘."EEIH‘IIEHI toward
Zionism. The trouble has been fomenied by certain schem-
ing Jews from Salonica, who may perhaps have claimed to be
Zionists, bul whom the Zionist movement would, wg'are SIITE,
repudiate, ' R T L

There are, however; in the Zionist movement two factors
which have lo a cerlain extent laid the whole movement open
to suspicion on the part of the Ottoman Govefnment; ‘and it
is clear that Zionist leaders are devising means fo overcome
these two real dangers. (One is the acknowledged reluctance
of emigrants fo the Holy Land from European colintries to
become Ottoman subjects. Dr. Elias Auerbach, of Haifa,
writes :* *As there is, unfortunately, -a prejudice apainst for-
eign Jews in the mind of the Turkish Government; this fask
will be made very much easier if the majority of the Palestin-
ian Jews become Otftoman subjects. At the present moment
there are many who are hesitaling very much to take such a
step..,.. For the settlers on the land this is already neces-
sary.” The other troublesome factor, looked at from the OF
toman standpoint, is the oft-reiterated statement of the founder
of Zionism, Dr. Theodor Herzl, that its objective is * a home
for the Jewish people in a Jewish state; "** orjas Dr. Thon
of Cracow expresses it ; “Political Zionism stands as immov-
ably firm {oday as il ever did, ~ Palesjine js and remains a
national political goal.”t Whether this goal be‘approached
through practical work; -or: throtigh diplomatic “endegvor; jor
through purchase of land, or through the adoption of Otfo-
man subjection, even the most zealous and. careful Zianists
see that the idea of an imperium in imperio caunot be relished
by tlie Turks, and bitter opposition on the part of the Turkish
press must be expected.

* Zionist Wurk”in Palestine, p. 175,
** idem, p. 15. 1 idem, p. 16.
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THE REFUGEES IN ASIA MINOR.

As a result of the personal investigations of Dr, Wilfred
M. Post, Field Superintendent of the Constantimaple Branch
of the American Red Cross, we now have a very clear and
accurate idea of conditions in the Konia, Angora and Khuda-
vendigiar (Brousa) vilayets ‘with reference o the location
and status of the refugees from Thrace. 'Let it be noted in
the first place that all these mouhadjirs are Moslems, 'The
spectacle of Americans faking such deep phﬂanthrop:c i1
terest in punp}e of anather race and religion has made a.deep
1mpr€$smﬁ ‘on' the Mohammedans of the villages and towns
visited, and has aided immensely in wiping out the prejudice
that'has long existed in their minds against foreigners. In
their suprise these Anatolian Moslems are’ musing thus: -
“Why should thesé édjrebi (foreigners) come all the way out
here to help relieve our distresses? What have we ever done
for them? We are not even able to help our own poor and
unfortunate.” -

The official figures for t_he regions visited are 33,000 re-
fugees in all. There have also been perhaps half as many
more, betler off and more independent, who have migraled
and. are settling - there without applying for government aid
or becoming objecls of public charity, bringing the total up
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to 50,000, The 33,000 are distributed {hus: —
Konig' city: 2,500 1 Brousa city 0,000
» ' towns and villages 2,500 +  villages “3,000
Afion Kara Hissarregion 1300 | Yeni Shehir 500
Angora city 150 » = villages 1,000
> townsand villages 1,450 = Kirmasti 1,122
Eski Shehir city 1,500 Inegeul 674
»  » townsandvillages 4,500 - Mukhalidj 662
Kiitahia city. 150 . |Seuyiid 350
a | townsand villages 850  Bazar Keui 136
Biledjik city. . 100~ «Moudania 50
s towns and villages 2,650 = Qushak 45

COF th;ﬁe fe!’iliﬁeés,_.abultt one-fourth are found o be in
fairly comfortable circumstances. The remaining three-fotrihs
are in varying degrees of destitution and misery.  The great
majority are women, many of them widows, and children.
The men constitute probably not more than 10 to 15 % .
Even of those who migmted, most of the men of military age
were promptly seized and drafed into the army. In most of
the cities the Government has seen to the housing of the re-
fugees and is feeding them 'at fhe rafe of one piastre:.a day
{four cents) for adults and half a piastre for children, They
are sheltered lafgely in mosques, medreséds {Moslem schools
of theology) and disused houses, where there is frequentl

lamentable crowding, ten or fwelve persons being triddled in’

a room ten feet square, and three or four hundreds accommeo-
dated in a mosjue of moderate size. Conditions were found
to be especially bad at Kiitahia, where sanitary. condifions
were fearful asa result of over-crowding in dirty, damp rooms,
while a vacant kan near by was available bul unused. In
Eski Shehir, there was a much better stale of affairs,

It will be noted that an effort is being made 1o scatter
these immigrants among the villages.  Usually about one
family to every ten families in the village is sent in; and ‘in
general these villagers are kind to the mouhadjirs. and show
them all theh ospitality they-can, — though often that is
little encugh.
the village &pafya, or head man. This distribution among
the villages is an advantage in several ways. It relieves the
dangerous overcrowding in the cities. . It also. relieves: the
Government from financial responsibility ; for in every case
the village is compelled to feed these wretches. Most villagers
are really too poor to do this salisfaclorily, but samehow it is
usually being managed. Be it noted also that the villages
in-question-are all Moslem villages; there ~has been- no-at-
temnt to saddle any of these ipumigrants in these parls on
non-Meslem communities. Anolher advantage of the scatler-
ing of the refugees is that it has thus far prevented any epi-
demic from ravaging them. Health conditions are bad enough
anyway; for these towns are not properly supplied with med-
ical men.. For example, Yeni Shehir, between  Brousa and
Biledjil, is a kaza, or sub-province, of 30,000 inhabitants
which has absolutely no doctor or druggist. And here come
1500 more needy settlers, with no possibility of caliing a
physician if they are taken sick. There is an immense op-
portunity and:a crying need of medical relief among these
refugees. - In-Brousa, for instance, according tothe estimate
of Dr. Post, probably twenty refugees in‘every thousand are
are sick, and there is mo means of isolaling them. . The city
hospilal cannot take them in or care for them. - Yet here in

that city are 9,000 refugees ‘at least, ‘with-nfore® still coniiig"’

in, and among them probably 180 to 200 sick, -and ng med-
ical man or nurse fo caré for them.  In one case, three sick
persons were found lying under the same quilt.

The Vali of Brousa, Danish Bey, has expressed repeatedly
his warm appreciation of the valuable work that ‘l."llss}II]snn
has been doing for the Red Cross in the city.

NOVEMBER ITEMS FROM AINTAB.

The Christian population ‘of Aintab passed througha
season -of great anxiety ‘during the Bairam week.  The local
situation was very tense for several days, and 1here was much
talk of impending treuble among the comnmon people.  We
are very thankful that no untoward events occurred, and con-
ditions have improved steadily since then.

This depends very largely on theattitude of

The citizens of Aintab have sent to Cunstantmoplea .

contribution of Lt. 120 for soldier relief, through the Red
Crescent Society. Twenty pounds was from Mnhammnﬂmm,
forty-five from the Evangelical churches and Fli‘ty—fwe from
the Gregorians.

Fifteen ‘hundred Hamidieh cavalry have passed through
Aintab from the east on the way to Constantinople, They
were responsible for various minor depredations in the cily’
and reports of more serious offences are not lacking.

Mr. Leslie of Ourfa was at Aintab for Thanhgwing Mrs,
Shepard has returned with him to help in inangurating new
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varieties of needlework in connection with the Ourfa industries.

About two hundred women of different nationalilies
were present at the November meeting of the Mothers' Union,
Mrs. Merrill gave the address, on Children’s Rights.

The church at Eybez, in the Amanus Mountains, has re-
cently celebrated the first anniversary of its local missionary
society.  This society employs an evangelist, who reported
having visited forty other villages during the year. The fam-
ilies contiected with the Eybez church number only thirty-

five. Their contribulions last year for all purposes amounted
to more than Lt. 120,

CONSTANTINOPLE COLLEGE.

Cur Christmas was fully celebrated by the whole college
this year even although the majority of the students have
their own Christmases stilll ahead of them.

A very pleasant Christmas service was conducted by Miss
Perkins on the morning of the 25th.  Dr. Patrick invited all
the students to a one o'clock dinner with many speeches. In
the evening there was a glorious Christmas tree in the library
for all the College — teachers and students having drawn
names beforehand, each gave and each received a two piasire
present and besides that candy and jollity without +limit.
There were Christmas carols and recilations and all declared
that iu spite of all the saddening evenis of the past weeks
there was never a happier Christmas day at the college.

A great excitement —that might have been more— kept
the inhabitants of the Musurus Palace and the Yali at Arna-
outkeuy, awake most of Friday night. The houses just below
the Yali not a hundred yards away, took fire and burned
fiercely from two o'clock till 5 A.M. The students were most
self-possessed and exemplary. They all dressed and left the
Yali with what of their possessions they could fake and wail-
ed in the Musurus Palace for what might come, [If there had
been a high wind and there had nof been a rain the Yali
wotlld hardly have been saved. The waiting time was some-
what enlivened for those who saw on the roof of one of the
doomed houses a man who was engaged in puiting out the
fire. Hesmoked a cigarette, as he held amumbrella over
himself with one hand, and with the other poured water on
the flames from a small tin cup. I. F. D.

WE NEED A PARLIAMENT.

The Turkish daily Yenr Gazetfa writes:—

Reporls that have circulated for some days on the subject
of the mainfaining of the Constitution and as to the time for
opening Parliament, have been echoed in the press. Un-
doubtedly the continuing of this excitement cannot be to the
advaniage of either the government or the nation, For, amid
all the anxieties that now weigh down the country, no one
would consent to raise another very important question,
which might perhaps be wrongly interpreted in Europe. We
are convinced that today no one in the country cherishes an
opinion hostile to the Constitution and the Parliament, In
fact, the discussion raised is not as to the Constitution, but

as {o'jthe Chamber. Everyone knows that the elections
and the opening of Parliament were adjourned in conse-
quence of the outbreak of war, and everyone recognizes that
it was physically impossible to hold elections under such cir
cumstances.

Today more than ever, our country has need of calm,
for strife and polemics under existing circumstances would
be a crime against the state. While therefore very eager that
the Government take the necessary steps to convoke, the
Chamber, iwe do not forget our duty to remain calm and
moderate.

A nation certainly has the right to know what has beem
decided as to its lot, We therefore believe that it is essential
that the Chamber be called together within a brief period.
And insaying within a brief period, we do not wish to say
it ought to be tomorrow ; but what we wish is that the neces-
sary preliminaries be undertaken with all speed.

EMPIRE NEWS.
THE CAPITAL.

The naval autheorities complain {hat wireless massages
from the Ottoman fleet cannot be made out at the Ok Meidan
station withoul the greatest difficulty owing lo the multilu-
dinous radiograms being sent and received by the foreign
warships in the harbor. The Embassies are said to have been
requested to ask the foreign commanders to limit their activ-
ities within a certain period each afternoon, to obviate this
trouble.

THE PROVINCES.

Mr. William Warfield, son of President Warfield of Lafa-
yette College, is on an interesting tour of geological investiga-
tion, starting in at Bagdad and going via Mosoul to Van,
thence to Tabriz, Persia, and back to Conslanlinople, and
about May 1st he will join the Princeton Archaeological Ex-
pedition at Sardis. as geologist of the party. He holds 2 fel-
lowship in geology from Princeton.

Photographs furnish sweet memories for the future.
To secure such, apply to

L’AIGLE PHOTOGRAPHIC PARLORS

Grand' Rue de Pera, No. 429,

ALL STYLES OF PHOTOGRAPHS.
PROOFS SUBMITTED QUICKLY:.

Enlargements, brown, gray or colored.
Prices Reasonable.
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NOTES,

Prof. C.'E. Estes of Roberf Caollege left yesterday fora
visit of three weeksto Leipzig and Dresden.

Prof. FAW. (Kunick of Robert College leaves tomorrow
to spend the holidays in Paris and vicinity.

Dr. W. M. Post of Konia was in the city from Thursday
last till yesterday, when he returned to Brousa to aid in relief
wark for refugees.

Prof. Rendel Harris had gone to Smyrna for a short visit,

Contributions received by the British Red Crescent So-
ciety up to Dec, 10th were £17,510 4s, 10d. A large part of
this will be"tsed to help the refugees in Asia Minor.

We are in receipt of a copy of the address by Hon. G.
Bie Ravndal, our energetic Consul-Gieneral, delivered on
MNov. 12ih, 1912, before the National Business League of Am-
erica, on-"American Trade Relations with the Near East," in
which hé paysiawarm (rbate to the work of American nis-
sionries for the uplift of the people of Turkey, not only in
spiritual but also in'material affairs. We understand that the
Prudential Committee in Boston intend to vse this brochure
exlensively asa campaign document. 1t is presented and
heartily commended by the Business League,

OTHER LANDS.

Cur sympathies go out to Rev. Samuel (. Wilson, D.D.,
principal of the Memorial School for Boys at Tabriz, Persia,
who was among  the injured in the wreck of a Pennsylvania
R.R. express, some 25 uiiles west of Philadelphia, the day
before Thanksgiving. He suffered a severe strain to his back,
and was removed to-a hespital.

The new works at' the greal Assouan Dam on the Nile
were formally opened on Dee 23rd, in the presence of the
Khedive and Lord Kitchener. By heightening the dam 16.4
feet, the capacity of the reservoir is increased from 35300
million cubic feet to 81,190 million cubie feet.  The original
dam was completed in 1902,

Hrinee  Katsura is the Premier in the newly formed Japa-
nese Cabinet.

The State entry of the Viceroy of India into the new cap-
ital, Delhi, on Dec. 23rd, was marred by an attempt on the
life of the Viceroy, Lotd Hardinge. A bomb was thrown
into the howdah of the elephant on which Lord and Lady
Hardinge were riding, and exploded, wounding the Viceroy
and killing an attendant, Lady Mardinge miraculously es-
caped injury.
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LIGHTRUNNING VISIBLE

YOST,

in TURKISH

and
all Languages.
DILSIZ ZADE HAN
STAMBOUL.

Agﬁntﬁ EDWAHDS & SONS. f‘mlqmutmnplﬁ,

Make your own Flour

Kt always pays when
Done on our Midget Mill
et all particulars from
Edwards & Sons
Where is only one

Midget Mill and

B Kt will pay you to

Kiet us send you
Lieaflets and particulars.

THE MIDGET MILL.
Write today to DILSEZ ZADE HAN, Stamboul.



THE "ECONOMIC” CO-OPERATIVE
SOCIETY L™

CONSTANTINOPLE.

HEAD OFFICE:
PERA, 12, Tepe-Bachi.

I, Rue Hezaréne, Galata.

KADIKEUI, 21, Muhurdar Djiatessi.
STAMBOUL, 15, Rue Eski Zaptie.

Branches :/

PERA, 5, Tunnel Han. Book, & iNewspaper.

Special Parcel Post Department for all the
Towns of Turkey. Goods shipped also to Bul-
garia, Servia, Roumania. ,

Price lists in Turkish, French, or English
giving full Details, free from the Head Office.

1, Rue Hezaréne, Galata.

Telegrams “ECONOMIC" Galata

@he @rig‘;_tﬁ_i_

IN GREAT VARIETY

LATEST' EUHOPEAN ST:YLES

oF
-

Prices ﬁefying aumpat‘ﬁ;wu

ARAM M. CDU‘!’DUMDJ[AN
Nos. 1, 4 and 5 Kurkdji Han, !’alall_nmud‘Pu_aﬁa.

'Etﬂmbﬂulv

BAI{ERS STURES

PERA & STAMBOUL.

Sole Agents for EMERSON & PATRICIAN
American boots and shoes.

One quality only for Gentlemen at 120 piastres and
one quality only for Ladies at 108 piastres.

We do not mean by this, however, that we
sell only one shape for Gentlemen and one shape
for Ladies, for we stock all sizes, shapes and
varieties for both sexes; but what we DO
mean is, that we sell nnl_v one quality and
that we guarantea that quality, and we refund
our, customer’s money if any defect due to bad
workmanship or to bad leather is found in any

‘of the goods sold by us.
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AMERICAN MERCHANT TAILOR

NEW AUTUMN AND WINTER STYLES
&

£ e R

Al soris of

Regular and fancy materials for

BUSINESS SUITS
WINTER OVERCOATS
DRESS CLOTHES

Latest American Styles
at Moderate Frice

JUST ARRIVED
American SHOES
EAGLE BRAND
For Comfert and Endurance.

JACOB TURTCHOUNIAN

8 and 9 Sadikié Han
STAMBOUL.

CUNARD LINE.

Before fixing your berths for the States apply
to us for full information as to Cunard sailings.
We can deliver tickets on application by any
Cunard sailing, and are willing to relieve our
Patrons of all trouble and responsibility in con-
nection with their luggage.

A Palatial Cunarder leaves Liverpool for New
Vork every Saturday and every other Tuesday.

Cunard sailings from Naples are as follows: —

IVERNIA (14,066 fons ) Mowv. 6th. 1912
CARPATHIA (13,600 = ) 20th. =
LaconNia (18,000 } Dee.  4th.
Pannonia (10,000 s ) » 13rd.
FRANCONIA (18,000 » ) 3 25th.
LILTONIA (10,000 = ) January 10th. 1913
LacoNIA (18,000 » ) » aTth. »
PANNONIA {10,000 = ) February 7th.
Framconia (18,000 s ) . 19th.

CARONIA (20,000 =) » 20th.
Rates, First Class from Liverpool, from £17:0:

Second Cabin from £10:0:
in accordance with Steamer and Cabin.
Rates from Naples:

First Class, from  £15:0:0

Second » " £13:0:0

For tickets please apply either to the Agents:

0
0

"WALTER SEAGER & Co. Tehinili Rihtim Han, Galata.

Third Class Passengers are booked via Trieste
at the cheapest rates.

For FIRIK
LIFERE
& BURGLARY

Insurance apply to:—

The LIVERPOOL
& LONDON
& GLOBE

Insurance Company, Limited.

N. K. PLUMMER.
WALTER SEAGER & Co.

Tehinili Rihtim Han,
GALATA.

LocaL MANAGER:
ACENTS ;

CONSTANTINOPLE.

Dr. C. FF. MALBON

AMERICAN DENTIST
13, Rue des Petits Champs
CONSTANTINOPLE

Office hours.
1 am, to'1 p.m. and 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.
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