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The Near East Society is presenting # series of
six talks on "The Social Problems of the Near East”
in February and March at the Near East Foundation,
54 East 64th Streer, New York, Members will receive
individual notification of these meetings. Speakers for
the seminars include: Farhar Ziadeh, Barclay Acheson,
Bayard Dodge, Robert King Hall, Miss Serria Khoja,
and Alvah L, Miller.

Jerusalem

Pottery from the first Jewish kingdom tw the
Herodian epoch was discovered recently in an ancient
rock-hewn cistern in the northeastern corner of the
Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem. The excavators,
part of the Brinsh-staffed Department of Antiquities
of the Jordanian government which is doing restoration
work at the famous shrine, say that the cistern cor-
responds more to the "David's Well” of the Old Testa-
ment than the cistern in western Bethlehem, usually
designared as the historic well.

The archaeologists believe that the close connection
between the cistern and the Natvity grotto tend to con-
firm the cradition that the groto was a subterranean
stable, (See "Bethlehem” by The Reverend Charles T.
Bridgeman in the December 1950 BULLETIN OF THE
NEAR EAST SOCIETY.)

Lebanon

Six hundred doctors from all parts of the Arab
World convened in Beirut last November 17 and 18 for
the Middle East Tropical Diseases Symposium. The
symposium under the auspices of the American Uni-
versity of Beirut was sponsored by the UNRWA in col-
laboration with the World Health Organizarion
(WHO), U. 5 Navy Research Unit 111 and the French
Jesuit Faculey of Medicine of Beirue, The President of the
Republic, Sheikh Beshara el-Khoury, and his Minister
of Health, Dr. Elias el-Khoury, were patrons of the
SY M POSILIT,

Seventeen papers were read by ouwstanding au-
thorities in the field of tropical medicine, Among them
were Dr. H. H. Anderson, former presidenc of the
American Society of Tropical Medicine and Dean of the
American University of Beirut School of Medicine, Dr.
F. Clements of Geneva, Chief of the Nutrition Section
of WHO, Dr. Mahmud Abdul-Azim of the Royal Egyp-
tian Ministry of Health and Commander Robere Philips
of the U, §. Navy. Dr. Sir Ali Shousha Pasha, Egypr,
Dr. Justin-Besancon, professor at the University of Paris,
were among the distunguished guests present.

The Lebanese Government, through its Leégacion
in Washington, has announced that four scholarships
(warth §300 each) are available o young men and
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women of Lebanese ancestry now living in the United
States. The scholarships will be awarded to "Those
who wish to pursue their studies in Lebanon, provided
they select from among their major subjects of studies,
the Arabic language and history of the Arab East™.

Turkey

The new classroom-residence of the School of Nurs-
ing of the Admiral Bristol Hospital in Istanbul was
opened last Ocrober with graduation exercises for the
six young women who have completed the three year
course. Dr. Lorrin A, Shepard, direcror of the hospital;
The Governor of Istanbul, Protessor Fahremin Kerim
Gokay; The Honorable George Wadsworth, American
Ambassador to Turkey, spoke at the dedication of the
modern fireproot, brick-faced building which contains
classroom space for thirty-five students, offices, chemisery
and bacteriology laboratory, demonstration room, diet
kitchen, an infirmary for sick nurses, living quarters for
graduate and seudent nurses, and a recreation room.
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Istanbul is o have a 300-room hotel in the center
of the city overlooking the Bosphorus to be completed
by January 1, 1933, acerding to recent announcement
by Conrad N. Hilton, president of Hilton Howels, The
hotel, which will cost §5,000,000, will be buile by the
Turkish government and leased by the Hilton organiza-
tion. The proposed hotel, the largest in the area, will
be designed by the New York firm of Skidmore, Owings
and Merrill, working with leading Turkish architecrs.
The plan is to have the hotel ready for the Turkish
government’s celebration in 1953 of che 500th an-
niversary of the capture of Constantinople from the
Byzantines.
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History of Lustre

The auwthar, ubo lvei in Jenkintown, Pean-
sylvania, war born and edwcated in Philadel-
phia. Her principal interest "bar aluays been
collecting and studying antigues” and bar col
lection of [witre ware i3 one of her outstand-
ing hobbies. It inclades pieces from Periia,
Spain, Ialy, France, and England. Mri, Red-
dimg har been speaking o women's groups
on lustre and the bistory of potrery for the
pait few years, Active dn civie, church, and
tocial rertdce work fw ber community, Mrs,
Redding manager to find time for balf &
dozen or more bobbier. EDITOR.

Grear grandmother’s pink lustre tea
set, on a little pie cruse rable, before an
Adam fireplace, or a shelf of copper
lustre pirchers made for the purpose of
holding anything from sweet rich cream
o hot mulled cider—these are the things
so highly prized roday by collectors of
lusere. Few of us realize that this earthen-
ware can trace irs ancestry back o the
pale grey dawn of civilization.

When we speak of “antique lustre”
most of us think of the ware produced
in England from the late eighteenth to
the mid-ninereenth century, We spend
hours searching for it in antique shops.
We hold up a beaotiful lintde copper
lustre pircher and look searchingly inro
the eyes of the dealer and ask, "Is ir very
old?” We must remember that if he an-
swers, 'O yes, very old”, he is using a
comparative term thar perhaps needs ex-
planation.

If you are looking for really old lustre
your search, more than likely, will be re-
warded only in the fine collections of
grear museums:. The dares on the cards
accompanying the exhibies will prove that
they antedate the English lustre by nine
or ten centuries. Perhaps you have seen
these ancient ceramics withour realizing
thar they are the ancestors of our old
English lustre, lor there is remarkably
lietle resemblance between the two. The
English pink lustre carries the lamily re-
semblance slightly betrer than the more
metalized copper and silver lustres. You
will notice thar the pink lusire possesses
that quality which makes its magic tones
change according ro the angle of view,
and this is the outstanding characteristic
of those incomparable ancient pieces.

When human eyes are strained and
tired by the countless derails of our busy
day, we can often rest them by looking
for a while ar some distant point. 1 find
it quite as restful o the mind w look
back into the distant past o the days

BY MARION 5. REDDING

when man's civilization was in s in-
fancy.

In this mood | try o conjure a picturs
of early man. 1 see him fighting for his
existence, not only agunst the wild
beasts that hid in the forests bur againse
his human foes as well. Dwarfing these
living enemies were the elements against
which he had w fight o survive. He
had o fight the wind, the cold blasts
from the north thar rocked his unstable
dwelling, the snows thar swamped his
hideour and covered his food, the hor
winds from the desert thar blew scorch-
ing sand over his home and his herds
The sun was his enemy. He had w fight
its drying rays w preserve his grearese
possession, his warer supply.

We are rold thar man can exist for
days withour food, but the need for warer
is a sterner demand of namre which al-
lows no exceprion, and so pur primitive
man’s first concern was for his water
supply. Maturally, he would choose w
live as near ir as his enemies would per-
mit, but how could he carry the warer
1o his home? How could he store it and
preserve its purity? Nawre herself must
have supplied the warious answers 1o
these questions. The empry gourd, the
sea shell, the curled-up leaf and the cup-
ping of his own hands must have sug-
gested to him the possibility of holding
and carrying the precious fluid, Then
came the dawning of the thoughe thar
the earth irself could supply his need in
a better way. Perhaps it was the print
of his heel in soft moist clay, thar hard-
entd when baked by the sun's hot rays,
which brought to his mind the considera-
von of an earthen vessel. As the ages
passed he learned o mold this clay into
any form he chose; w bake it in the sun
—and the sun, his erstwhile enemy, be-
came his friend. Later he baked his clay
with fire and so evolved the grand-
mother of all earthenware,

With the discovery of fire a new era
in the civilization of man was born. Now
he could enjoy the luxury of cooked
food. Hand in hand with cooking his
food came the need for conminers in
which w0 prepare and serve it some-
thing thar could hold both mear and
liquids and also withstand hear.

Even in the stone age when human

The Metropolitan Mwiewm of Ar

Lustre wase, 12th-13th century, from al-
Raggah, Mesopotamia. In  collection of The
Metropolitan Muscum of Art,

beings lived in caves and grear forgotien
creatures roamed the earth, man knew
the art of making earthenware, When
the stone age begar the bronze age the
need for poteery was not obliteraced. In-
deed, no invention of any period has
stopped the development of the ceramic
art, or dimmed mankind’s love of earth-
Enware.

To see the relics of the firse potrery
made by man we turn w the excava-
rions of the Near East. Of all parts of
the carth this particular region, which
is known as the cradle of our civiliza-
tion, should be the most interesting o
study. From it sprang not only our civili-
zation and culture bur our religion as
well,

Antiquity 15 obscure and hides her
secrets jealously, so thar there are many
theories and as many disagreements con-
cerning man's early way of life; bur who
can doubr thar the Near East was the
mather of ancient civilization? Her relics
are living again today; brought to life by
the hands of the excavators, who have
proved with certainty thar a prehistoric
civilization existed in the Mear East

Today, we can hold in our hands port-
tery from Egypr, Persia and Babylonia
made in a period before writing existed,
when implements were made of stone
because the use of metal had not come
to the consciousness of man, We can
look back over the corridor of time tw
that period when man rook his Firse
faltering steps in the early light of civili-
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zation’s cay. The archaeologist goes hand
in hand with the historian w show us
the developmene of culture,

For much of our knowledge, along
these lines, we can thank the almost in-
destructible earthenware; pottery made
from the mud of the Nile or the Tigris
Some of it was made even withour the
help of the potters wheel, although this
was discovered at a remackably early age
and is often referred o as one of the
oldest mechanical devices mentioned in
history. Once it started turning it has
never stopped.

The earliest excavated pottery is crude
and unglazed, bur the discovery of glaz-
ing (covering the porous clay with a
warerproof coaring ) added much to the
scant comfort of early man, He no
longer had o carry and store warer in
gourds, or leather skins roughly sewn
into bags, or earthenware coated with a
distasteful gum which spoiled the sweet-
ness of the drink, The Egyptians knew
how to protect the sofe clay vessels with
a glaze, probably in pre-dynastic times.
Early man even coared arvicles, chiseled
out of soft rock, with a glaze o give
them durabilicy and render them more
warerproof.  However, the glazing of
earthenware with oxide of tin is believed
w be of Saracenic origin, having been
introduced into Egypr and Persia by the
Arabs, There are examples of this found
in Ashur and assigned w a period abour
1300 B.C

The grear skill and artisanship of the
ancient potters of Mesopotamia are re-
sponsible for the production of glazed
ware in Syria in the first and second
centuries. A.D). This no doubr supplied
inspiration for much subsequent work.

Lustre pottery wall tile, about 1300, from
Kashan, Persia. In collection of The Metropali-
tan Museum of Art,
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Sometimes the ancient wares were
decorated even before the discovery of
glazing, bur this are was developed to
a much higher degree after the discovery
of the protective coating. Many agree
that lustre decoration is one of the great-
est artistic achievements of the Near
East. The exquisite ruby, pale gold, cop-
per and green tones of ancient lustre have
never been surpassed.

The three greates: authorities on this
subjece disagree about the birthplace of
lustre. Was it Persia, Egypt or Mesopo-
tamia; or did it develop almost simulean-
eously in these countries? Who can say,
when scholars disagree? Ie is certain thar
many examples of lusire have been found
in excavanons made in all chree places,
but whether it was made in each locality,
or carried there by Arab caravans, is left
to your imagination. According w the
Metropolitan  Museum of Art, it was
probably firse made in Mesopotamia.

It appears thar the nomadic rribes of
Arabs were not noted crafismen them-
selves; bue they adopted and assimilaced
the culture of the people they vanguished,
spreading the combined art from one
region to another. It was given and
taken here and there as they conquered
with their swords and remained o be
conquered in their hearts by the culrure,
the arts and the crafts of their vassals.
We can trace, in Mohammedan are, the
influence of all the countries subdued
by the mighty sword of Islam; even the
arts of Southern Europe, acquired when
Islam swept across MNorthern Africa and
crossed the Scraits of Gibraltar w Spain,
In the wake of the army the craftsmen
followed. In Spain they found poters
who had already developed their own
techniques, but were willing w accept
new and superior ideas. The use of lustre
was one of the innovations thar was
quickly adopted and recognized for its
true worth, The Hispano-Moresque pot-
tery, for that is what the produce of this
period was named, was beautiful beyond
description. The famous Alhambra vase
is an example of this ware. It is said thar
it was discovered, filled wirth gold, in an
underground chamber of the Alhambra.
Its four foor heighr of classic beaury is
decorared with turquoise and copper
lustre now dimmed with age, but none
the less beauriful

Toward the end of the 800 years thar
Spain was controlled by the Moors,

The Metrapoliten Musenm of Art

Lustre bowl, 9th century, fram Samarra, Mesa-
patamia  In collection of The Metropalitan Mu-
seum of Art.

Christian influences crepr in. This is
noticeable in the arts and crafts of the
period, The arabesques, palmettos, geo-
metric  figures and Cufic inscriptions,
which had been in keeping with the
Arab way of life, were gradually re-
placed by Chrisrian symbols.

Finally by 1566 the Arabic language
was forbidden along with dress and are
in the Moorish style. The expulsion of
the Moors followed, depriving Spain of
a large part of her talented crafismen
and artistic resources. Perhaps this was
partially responsible for the decline
of ceramics in Spain. Lustre, in particu-
lar, descended from rhe most sublime
height tw the commonest level, being
used ar this time w decorate kitchen
ware, barber's bowls and such.

However, Spanish lustre had served a
greac purpose for it had stimulated the
art in ltaly. There the superb Italian
workmen, using their nimble fingers and
alert minds, produced a  magnificent
luscred potery. Afrer the sixteenth cen-
tury there seems to have been a lull in
the making of lustre pottery until pla-
num was discovered. Around the middle
of the eighteenth century platinum was
brought to England and our beauriful old
English silver lustre was the resule,

Close on the heels of silver lustre
came copper lustre and gold lustre with
its lovely pink and purple tones. If one
can remember not to compare them oo
closely with their ancestors they can fill a
very fine place in our modern collecring,

However, we must give credit where
credit is due and admit char the ancient
lustee of the Near East far surpassed the
excellence of its descendants;




TURKEY: A CONTRAST — 1900 and 1950

By EDGAR |. FISHER

Dr. Fisker iy Carter Glasi Peofessor of Government at Sweel Briar College, Virgivia, From 1913 wnsil 1933 be wai profeiior of bitiory
and Dean of Robert Colleve in litanbal, He wai aisistant divecior of the Institute of luternational Education in New York from 1935 il 1948,
when be joiwed the facaliy of Sweer Briar Collese. Born in Rochaster, New York, Dr. Fishee holds AB. and M.A. dogrees from the Universiey
of Rochester, and biv doctor’s degree from Columbia University, Hy bar tawpht and lictwred @t many colleper amd wwiversitier and is the awthor
of mumerous artscles on the bittory, 1octal and relipions development of the Near Eawt, ov well @ on imternational problems and politice, and on
rarions frhares of iwlercational edwcation,

In axiembling the material for Turkey on 1900, Dr. Fither way aspitced by the Sueet Briar Colfege ttwdents i biv elans on “The Near Eair
in the Modern World,"—FDimon
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There i wo pmporfens conntry in the world which bai experienced tech distinct and thurough changes in the lasg balf-century, ai one findr
in contraiting the Ottoman Empire of VN0 and the Turkish Ropublic  of 1950, The owtstanding fact is that there it no area of Twrkish fife
in which the chenger did noe thow propreisive developments, For the purpoies of this comparison and couteast the territory of the prosent Turk-
itk Repubiic will Fe conndered, namely Eastern Thrace and Anatoliz (Asa Minor).

It thould ke borne in mind that the Onoman Empire in 1900 covered a vastly larger goographical extent than does ihe Turkith Republic
of 1950, Ar the carlier data the Ottoman Empire in Ewrope included what is now Albania, o lerge portion of Yugoslavia, perts of Macedonia now
included in Balgavia and Greece, and Western Thrace which is a part of Greece today; in Asia st included the present counteics of the Hathamite
Kingdom of Jordan, Trag, lirael, Lebanon. Sandi Arabia and al-Yemen, the fosdal districts of Babrain, Kwwait, Oman-Muscet, Oator, and the
Aden Protectorate; and in Alvica the Ottoman Empire bad al leas & nomina and lepal cowivol over Egypt, the Sudan and Tripoli, Comments and
Htatistics concerning fhete extensiveg areas in the Near Eapt will wot be socluded in thiv statement, bus will be fownd in the article, "The Southern

Near Eape During the Fivt' Hill of the 200k Century,” in the Janwary BULLETIN OF THE NEaR EasT SOCIETY.

1900

Osroman Empire

The government was an absolute theocratic monarchy un-
der the Sultan-Caliph; Grand Vizier was appointed by the Sul-
wn, and the Divan (Cabinet) of rwelve was appointed by the
Grand Vizier, As a theocratic state, the Sulean, as Caliph, was
limited by his appointee, the Sheik-ul-Islam, who was the head
of the Moslem religious establishment.  Under the capiralarory
system, foreigners had special economic and judicial privileges,
and special posmoffices of their own, The country was divided
into 12 wilayers (provinces) ruled by valisr (governors) ap-
pointed by the Sulran,
Popalaiion—14,085000 (Estimated )
The 12 largest cities with estimated populations:

Constantinople 1,106,000

Smyrna 201,000
Aleppo 200,000
Salonika 150,000
Adrianople 81,000
Broussa 76,000
Kayseri 72,000
Konya 0,000
Adana 45,000
Sivas 43,000
Erzurum 39,000
Bitlis 39,000

Immigrans Populations

There are no seatistics available thar would indicate that
there was a considerable number of immigrant populations
in the porrions of the Otoman Empire here under considera-
ion,
Seaports and Shipping

Constantinople was one of the world's imporane pors. It
had three separate harbors — outer, inner and war.  Also im-
porrant were Smyrna (Izmir) with its magnificent harbor on
the west coast of Asin Minor, and Salonika with an equally
remarkable harbor on the northern coast of the Aegean Sea.
Important ports on the Black Sea were Amasra, Samsun, Sinop,

1950

Turkish Repablic

The Turkish Republic, with sovereigney over Eastern Thrace
and Aparolia, was recognized in the Treaty of Lausanne
(1923). Mustafe Kemal Aracick, founder and fisse president
of modern Turkey, abolished the Sultanate and the Caliphate
and 3 new constitution was adopeed in April 1924,  Turkey
is a liberal Republic with sovercignty in the people. The
President heads the state,  The President of the Council ( Prime
Minister) heads the cabiner of fifreen members. The Cabiner
is responsible ro the Grand Narional Assembly (GN.AL), a uni-
cameral legislature.  The country is divided into 72 vilayers,
of which 6 are in Europe and 66 in Asia Minor.
Population—20902,628 (By censws of 1950)
The 12 largest cities according to census of 1945:

Istanbul { Constanvinople) 1,000,022 (1950)

lzmir (Smyrna) 321,905
Ankara 286,592 (1950)
Adana 100,780
Bursa ( Broussa ) 85,919
Eskishehir 80,050
Gazi Antep 62,873
Konya 58457
Kayseri 57,864
Erzurum 50,875
Sivas 44,856
Malatya 41,530

Feemigrane Populations

To recoup the loss of 1,200,000 Greek Orthodox Christians
from Anawolia in accordance with the compulsory exchange of
population provisions of the Treaty of Lausanne (1924), the
Turkish Republic received abour 400,000 Tarkish Moslems
from Greek territory, and pursued a policy of repatriating
Turkish minorities from the neighboring Bulkan counuiss in
cooperation with these governments.  Several thousand annu-
ally entered Turkey in the decade before World War 1, coming
from Bulgaria, Roumania and Yugoslavia. Most of these im-
migrants were settled in Eastern Thrace. In 1930 the Bul-
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and Trabzon,

The mercantile fleet of the Otoman Empire consisted of
abour 100 steamers of a tol onnage of 60,000 tons, and 800
sailing vessels of approximacely 170,000 tons.  Foreign vessels
carried the grear bulk of Turkish trade.

Ratlroads

There was a ol of abour 2,500 miles of railroad in East-
ern Thrace and Anatolia, chiefly foreign-owned. Mileage was
insufficient and rolling-stock inadequare.

The Oriental Railway ran from Consmntinople to the Bul-
garian frontier, with additional lines from Kuleli Burgas w
Salonika wvia Dedegatch, an open roadstead on the Aegean
Sea, and from Salonika to the Serbian fronter,

The Anatolian Bailways operated with lines from Haidar
Pasha {opposite Istanbul ) o Izmir and Angora ( Ankara ), and
from Eskishehir to Afyon Karahisar and Konya,

The Smyrna-Kasaba Railway ran with extensions w Ala
Shehir, and from Manissa to Soma, and w Afyon Karahisar,
to connect later with the Baghdad Railway, the construction
of which was about o be discussed seriously.

The Smyrna-Aydin Railway, the firse railway in Turkey,
opened in 1866, There werc several branch lines, a few
miles in length.

The Mudanya-Brusa Railway, a short narrow-gauge line,
connected Brusa with the Sea of Marmora, and there was the
Mersin-Adana Railway, control of which was in the hands suc-
cessively of different foreign nationals,

Trams, Cars, Trucks and Planes

OFf these methods of transportation, trams were alone ex-
istent in Turkey in 1900, The city of Constantinople was
the only town that had an eleceric tramway. The inadequacy
of all means of local transportation was great, Communica-
tion was by animal-drawn conveyances, There were no tele-
phones,

Tuduitry

Despite the face that the Owoman Empire had quite
adequate resources for industrial development, such as coal,
iron and water power, her industrics were unimportant.  Tur-
key was known w have considerable mineral resources bur
they were undeveloped.  Some obstacles o industrial expan-
sion were: The imposition by the Great Powers upon Turkey
of restrictions upon tariff duties, the drain of the military sys-
tem upon the Turkish Moslem man-power, and the social sys-
tem limited the participation of women in industry.

Excepr for houschold industries, manufacturing was limited
to carpec making, textiles, silks, tanneries and milling  There
was hand-loom weaving, and work in copper and brass. The
tobacco régie was a state monopoly.

Banking was predominantly in the hands of the Imperial
Ounoman Bank. Other important banks operating in Turkey
were the Agriculrural Bank, and several foreign banks.

Small-scale industry was the rule, and trading was done in
small shops, often in covered bazaars. In the chief cities there
were some large shops, and a cerrain number of department
stores.

The Owoman Empire always had an unfavorable balance in
foreign rrade.

Agriculture

Turkey was primarily an agricultural counery, bue had only

a little more than 15 per cent of her area under cultivation.
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garian Government soughe 1o force Turkey to accept ar once
250,000 Turkish-speaking minorities from Bulgaria. This sud-
den Bulgarian move was protested by Turkey, fearing rthat ic
was a ruse to infilerate large numbers of communists into the
non-communist Turkish Republic,

Seaports and Shipping

Istanbul, the Constantinople of 1900, continues 10 be the
chief harbor. Izmir is the second port in size and facilities.
Iskenderun ( Alexandrera ) will doubtless become one of rthe
leading ports of the Eastern Mediterranean. Facilities ar Mer-
sin have been greatly improved.  The best narural harbor on
the Black Sex coase is Sinop.  The others — especially Amas-
ra, Samsun and Trabzon — need the construction of exten-
sive harbor works, some of which development is in progress.

The merchane FHeer consists of 125 vessels of a total ronnage
of 200,000 tons, and a considerable number of sailing and
auxiliary ships thar serve the commerce between Istanbul and
the coastal ports.  Turkish vessels now ply in the Mediterra-
nean Sea and cross the Atlantic Ocean.  Liberty ships have re-
cently been purchased from the United States. The merchant
marine is operated by the government for freight and pas-
SENger service,
Raslroads

All of the railroads have now been acquired by the Turkish
Government, in accordance with one of the earlies: decisions
of the Grand National Assembly (GN.A.). Under the Re-

Installation for the distillation of coal tar products at Zomguldak
coal basin in Turkey

R. E. Butterfeald




Modern development in agriculoure was practically unknown,
and experimentarion was apt o be looked upon with sus-
picion. Primitive conditions prevailed in farming and cactle-
raising. Agriculture was hampered h}' high taxes, poor roads
and an insutficient amounr of small, frechold property owner-
ship. Thar the soil yielded abundantly year after year under
primitive conditions of nllage was an indication of its rich
ferrility. The chief products were cereals: maize, wheat, bar-
ley; fruirs: figs, melons, raisins; nurs, corton, fax, opium,
silk, valonia, tobacco and olive oil.

Scientific forestry was unknown, and denuded rracts were
simply used for pasturage,
occuparion. in the central and western sections of Anatolia
Fisheries were of considerable importance
Education

In the Owoman Empire there was no nadonal system of
education, The Minister of Public Instruction was the head
of the Moslem schools, most of which were anached o the
mosques and all of which received government aid.  Abour
85 per cent of the Turkish population was illiterate. In ad
dition to the primary schools, there were a number of second-
ary schools, but a university system had not yer been organ-
ized, although a Faculty of Medicine was established in 1875

Raising livestock was the chief

Along with the modern industrial development of Turkey as illus
trated by the picture of the Zonguldak coal region, the picturcsque s
still seen, especially in the cities and towns of Anatolia. Water sellers
such a3 the one shown below, are seen occasionally — a reminder
of the oldar life of Turkey. This phetograph was taken at Bursa, Tur
key's capital brom 1326 wentil 1361

R. E. Butterfreld

public the toral railroad mileage has been increased o abour
3000, and hence has been doubled. Construction of new lines
contnues.  The new construction is in the following sections:

An east-west line in Norchern Anatolia.

Connecrions in Asia Minor with the railway systems of
fran and lraq.

Only abour 40 miles of the existing railways have double
rrack. The government is committed o a large program
of railroad expansion, which will be carried our as soon as
possible

Trams, Cars, Trucks, Planes, etc.

The government is reying as rapidly as possible w over-
come the deficiencies due o the lack of satisfacrory roads and
highways. With American advice, road building is being car-
ried on wnel the country has approximately 30,000 miles of
first-class roads, OF the roads already construcred rthere are
practically none cthar serve more than two lines of motor
traffic.

With the development of road building, there has been a
grear increase in the number of private automobiles, commer-
cial trucks and passenger bus services. The use of very heavy
trucks will be limited untl bridges are built strong enough
o sustain loads of more than 18 or 20 wons

In the ten years preceding 1946, no foreign airlines were
permitted in Turkey, and domestic lines developed chiefly
after World War 11

try, north and south and easc and west, while the capital, An-

Domestc planes now serve the coun-

kara, is connected by air service with all the leading eities.
Practically all the chief international airlines have regular stops

in Turkey on their world-wide flights. The Turkish aim

have services to Greece, Iran and Irag

Other cities than Istanbul have tramlines, but this develop-
ment was definitely slowed down because trams were intro-
duced late, ar a time when autos and later airplanes were
coming into general use.

The Turkish Republic now has over 18,500 telephone lines
on land and 2,600 miles of submarine cable routes. The tele-
phone networks are chiefly in Istanbul, Izmir and Ankara, with
long-distance connecrions.

There are two radio broadcasting starions both of which
are in Ankara. A third and much more powerful stanon is pro-
jected

Indusrry

In Turkey's industrialization program, there are two objec-
tives — o encourage private enterprise, and where needed
for rapid development, to have state-built and managed in-
dustries.  In ling with these policies essential industries have
been established and expanded, such as texriles, sugar refining,
paper mills, iron and steel works. Petroleum has been dis-
vovered in the southeastern part of the country,

To assist in the rapid industrialization of the country, ex-
tensive hydro-eleciric projects are underway in the mountain-
ous regions. The rich and varied mineral deposits are also
being developed,  In addition o coal, copper and iron, there
are imporant quantities of chromium, manganese, emery, met-
cury, nickel, tin, platinum and zinc, Of meerschaum Turkey

has a world monopoly,

[Cantinged on page 111
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By BRUCE CONDE

The awthor wai edwcated af the Universits
of Calilornia &t Los Angeler fn Bis wative ilate
and i wow deiwg post-graduate work in Arabi;
studios at the American Unsversity of Beirad,
During the war Mr. Condé wai a itaff offtcer
in an airborne snit in the Ewropean and
Middle East theatvgi of opevations and later
i the occwpation of Japan. He bai pwi-ﬁﬂud
articles on Japan, Spain, and Spawish Awm
arica, in additson o the Yemen —ENTOR

Least known of the major Arab stares
—although its population numbers five
million and its boundaries contain 753,000
square miles of the mose fertile and pro-
ductive lands of Arabia—is the Imam Ah.
med's Kingdom of Yemen, pare of the
Arabia Felix of the classical wrirers.

Occupying the southernmost corner of
Arabia along the Red Sea, Yemen's
southern boundaries touch the Brinsh
protectorate of Aden with the grear Rub
al Khali desert 1o the east, and Saudi
Arabia to the north.

Since 1947 the Murawakkilite King-
dom of Yemen, as the country is official-
ly known, has been a member of the
United MNarions, with its hitherto un-
familiar red banner of the Sword of Is-
lem and five whire stars unfurled beside
the flags of s fellow Arab stares, For
this momentous occasion on entering the
world association of states the then-rul-
ing Imam Yahya sent his own son, H. R.
H. Seif al Islam Abdullah, brother and
foreign minister of the present king, w
address the UN. The Prime Minister
opened his speech o the Assembly with
the familiar Koranic invocarion: “Bis-
millah Rahmani Rahim”, (in the name
of God the Compassionate, the Merci-
ful) then spoke of his country's long
fight for freedom and its Sabaean civili-
zarion of thousands of years ago, thus
keynoting three significant facts about
the Yemenite Kingdom,

OFf its Islamic nature there can be no
doubt for it is an absolute theocraric
monarchy whose ruler is considered by
the people of the counrry o be Com.
mander of the Faichful, and Imam, rather
than a king in the western sense. And
yer we must remember thar in as re-
ligious a stare as the Yemen, the Sharia, or
sacred law, is above the Imam himself, as
constant almost constinutional  guarantee
and reminder of the inviolability of the
people’s rights, customs, and responsi-
bilities. Then roo, there is always present
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A village in the coffee-growing region of the Yemen

in Yemenire usage thar basic democranc
spirit af the Arabs which has astonished
the foreign visirors in the neighboring
kingdom of Saudi Arabia, who observe
the Bedouins addressing the Wahhabi
king as Ya Abdul-Aziz, instead of as
“Your Majesty”. In Yemen the few for-
eign wavelers who entered the country
during the pasc three decades have given
us @ vivid picture of the venerable Imam
seated each morning beneath the tree of
justice to hear the dispures, grievances
and complaints of his people, administer-
ing justice speedily and efficiendy ar
no cost o the complainants.

As fighters for freedom the Yemen-
ites have probably established a world
record for persistence and unconquer-
ability. Since the first century of the
Christian era the seizure of all or part
of their prosperous land by prospective
conquerors has been attempred. Invaded
in murn by the Romans, Ethiopians, Pers-
ins, Egypuians, Porugese, Turks, British
and Saudi Arabians, some of whom man-
aged o occupy strong points for a few
decades ar a nume, the Yemen has never
entirely submitted to any of them. Al-
ways a Himyarive prince or Zaidi Imam
has managed to keep alive the flame of
national independence in the fasmess of
the mounwins until the invader could be
expelled or persuaded w withdraw,

Until scienrific archaeological explora-
tion and study of Arabia’s most ancient
kingdom has been completed, and unril
the buried capital cities of Minaean,
Sabacan, Raydan, Qatabanian and Had-
ramawt states have been excavared, we
will continue w know less abour the
country's past than of any ocher com-

parable civilization known to the modern
world, This much we do know—thar
from sometime in the second millennium
B.C. until the end of the sixth century
AD, the Yemen was the center of the
richest and most cultured civilization of
Arabin, using a phonetic alphaber
least as ancient as thar of the Phoenici-
ans, building stone roads, skyscrapers,
dams, and providing the Mediterranean
world with spices, frankincense and myr-
rh and transporting to Europe the trade
of India and the Far East.

The counuy stll provides the world
with its finest coffee, Mocha grown
only in the Yemenite area high in the
mountain terraces.  (See picture on this
page.) Yemen exports grain, cereals,
hides, wool, fine silverwork and semi-
precious stones. It is a self-sufficient land
of independent farmers, herdsmen, crafts-
men, and small traders.

The climare of its populous 6,000 feer
high plateau area, overshadowed by
mountains which reach a heighe of 12,000
feet, is mild and healthy, varying between
537 and 71 degrees in temperature, with
an annual rainfall of twenty inches.

In order to modernize their ancient
land, described by its few foreign guests
as a sixteenth cenrury kingdom, the
Imams have buile modemn  hospirals,
schools and public buildings, retained
technical experts from other Arab and
from western countries, and have insti-
mured a free and compulsory system of
educarion to the age of seventeen, with
provision for continued higher education
ar the expense of the stare for all promis-
ing graduates of secondary schools, re-
gardless of rheir economic or social staus



Part of Yemen's camel corps photographed A strect im Jidda, Sawdi Arabia. It s a port
at Hodeids, on the Red Sea. This is the chicf on the Red 5ea and is the city in which foreign
port for the country. Maocha, which gave its

diplomatic missions are posted, rather than Saudi

name fo the famous variety of coffee, was for

- Arabia’t two capitals. Mecca and Rivadh,
R. 5. Hardy
merly the leading seaport, but in recent timas Entrance to the charch of Daphnl, which Is
has been supplanted by Hodeida, on or about the spot of the ancient Temple

of Apolio at Daphni, near Athens

! )

o,
R e
The Kut Barrage on the Tigris in Irag. Completed and opened by King Ghazi in The courtyard of the Jumblat palace at Mukh
tarah. The Jumblats are Druzes and one of
1939, this barrage ensures the irrigation of some 900000 acres of land, I is 1625 feer the most important foudal families of southern
long, and goes through a canal called the Gharraf, taking the line of what was once the mamn :::1:":":11“!;:::: I:': :s:::lu;;:ﬂ :;:T:T‘M::l
bed of the Tigris.

the leading chiel of the Family,
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Tuwo Queens of Baghdad by MNabia
Abbotr.  University of Chicago Press,
1950, $3.50.

The two queens are Khaizuran, the
slave concubine of the Caliph al-Mahdi,
who later became the queen mother of
Harun al-Rashid, and Zubaidah, the wife
of Harun and the most famous woman of
medieval Asia.

Miss Abbote, a research schelar ar
the Oriental Instioute of the Universiry
of Chicago, reveals a rich picture of one
of the most colorful courts of all history.
Her book gives authentic accounts of
the grear age of Harun al-Rashid.

ANATOLIA COLLEGE

Last July Amnamlia College, Thessalon-
iki, Greece, became a member of the
Near East College Associarion. We feel
that the readers of the BULLETIN will be
interested in a brief history of the college.

As irs name implies, the instinution’s
beginning was in Anatolia’ ( Asia Minor ).
It was founded in 1886 in Marsovan
(now Merzifon) Turkey by missionaries
of the American Board of Commissioners
for Foreign Missions, representing the
Congregational Churches of the Unired
States. In 1894 it received a charrer from
the Commonwealth of Massachusetrs.
From 1886 to 1921 full American col-
lege work was done and some three
hundred graduates received the B.A. de-
gree. These young men were of Armen-
ian and Greek ancestry,

The Turks closed che college in 1921,
but President and Mrs. George E. White
began again elsewhere. They followed
the refugees from Asia Minor o Greece
and in January 1924 reopened the ool
lege in Thessaloniki in a rented casino,
using abandoned army barracks  for
dormitories. Dr. White selecred a superb
site on a hilltop abour three miles from
the city, and there Anatoha College is
now located. Ground was broken on
this new campus for the first college
building in 1931 and in 1934, when three
buildings had been erected, the campus
was occupied. A school for girls con-
ducred by the American Board in Thes-
saloniki became the Girls' Department
of the college.

In 1933 Ernest W. Riges succeeded
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NEW BOOKS ON THE NEAR EAST

Portrait of a Twrkish Family by lefan
Orga, Macmillan, 1950, $4.00,

This book covers three generations of
a Turkish family: The idyllic period be-
fore World War 1, the wagedy of the
war years in the tume of the Ouoman
sulmans, and the grear changes afrer the
establishment of the Turkish Republic
in 1923,

The author brings 1o life the joys and
tribulations of his family in an appealing
manner. This is his first book. He was
educated in Istanbul, and has lived, in
addition to his native Turkey, in Porru-
gal, South America and England.

Dr. White as president, There were seven
fruicful years, then war once more dis-
rupted the college work. The planr was
successively occupied as a Greek military
hospital, as German headquarters, and as
British headquarters. During thar period
Greek staff members continued  school
in the city. September 1945 saw the col-
lege operating again on its Own campus,
Rehabilitation of the damaged plant and
equipment was & major task and even
yer the campus bears deep scars of the
War years,

During the years in Greece the college
has offered a course following almose
wholly the Greek "Gymnasion™; it pre-
pares students for the professional courses
of Greek and European universities, The
present plant, eight permanent buildings
and some temporary structures, is quite
inadequate for the student body of ap-
proximately three hundred boys and two
hundred girls. These students are almost
all of Greek nationality, although some
are of Armenian or Jewish background

President and Mrs. Riggs retired lasc
June and on July 1 Carl C. Compton was
inaugurared as president. Mr. Compron
was with the college during its last years
in Turkey. With a loyal faculty of more
than forry men and women (thirty of
whom are Greeks) and with an eager
student body, Anarolia College will con-
tinue its work of training Greek youth
“for capable and public spirited citizen-
ship und for effective and satisfying per-
sonal living."”

NEW ENVOY TO ISRAEL

Monnett B. Davis, United Stares Am-
bassador o Panama, has been named
Ambassador o Israel, succeeding James
G. McDonald. Mr. Davis, who has been
in the diplomaric service since 1920,
has served in Europe, the Far East, Latin
America, and the Department of State in
Washington, His new assignment is his
first in the Near East.

WHAT 15 IT?

The picture on page 12 shows a sec-
tion of the shrine of the Lord's Prayer
on the Mount of Olives, Jerusalem. The
shrine, on the grounds of the Carmelite
convent, is a rectangular court with cov-
ered palleries, on the outer walls of which
are panels There are thirry-six of these
panels each bearing a translation of the
Lord's Prayer in a different language.
The translations (the photograph shows
four: Latin, Arabic, Armenian, Hebrew)
are done in white letrering on blue
faience riles. Other languages represented
include: The Aramaic of our Lord's
familiar speech, the Greek of the Gospels,
European languages including Celric and
Icelandic, the major languages of Asia,
American Indian, and Eskimo.

The location of the Carmelire convent
15 the taditional site where the Savior
taughe the Prayer o His disciples,
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Turkey
[ Comeinmed from page T
1900

Under the milles system the minorities provided for the edu-
cation of their own people.  The Armenians, Greeks and Jews
had rather extensive educational organizations, which they
supported ar considerable expense to their several communi-
ties, This education did not go beyond che lycée or gymnasium
grade, ie, junior college.

There were many foreign educational insticutions locared in
Constantinople and other cities of the Empire.  Chief among
them were the American, Brinish, French, German and Tralian
schools. Mone of these institutions carried on work beyond
the American junior college grade, except Robert College, al-
though this advanced work was not recognized by the Turkish
authorities.

Social Conditions

Social condirions were at a low ebb because of the back-
wird government of Sultan Abdul Hamid 11, and because
social affairs were under regulation by the religious or Sheriat
law. In general family life was patriarchal in characrer. Mar-
riages took place ar a very early age, babies were numerous,
and infant morality high. Limitations were put upon normal
social life among the Moslems because of the precepts of the
Korin, with its sancrions for polygamy, the veiling of women,
and the segregation of women in public places and convey-
ances. Social ¢lub life was limited o the men.

The Turkish Governmenr made modesr efforts w guard
the public health. The Minister of Public Health established
a Health Inspecior in every vilaver, and there were three Pas-
teur Institutes in different cities. There were hospitals, both
Turkish and foreign, and some free clinics and dispensaries.
The most modern methods of medical trearment were seill lack-
ing. In accordance with Moslem reaching and practice special
care was given to the insane, feeble-minded and crippled.

1950

The Central Bank of the Turkish Republic controls note
issues and exchange operations. Industrial banks have been
established, which are in charge of the nationalized indus-
tries and operation. These are: The Sumer Bank to handle
most of the long-term industrial projects; the Eri Bank to con-
trol the mineral production; the Agricultural Bank, an older
institution which handles agriculural programs, the Ish Bank
which is concerned with certain industries and the lignite
mines. The leading foreign bank is the Anglo-French Oro-
man Bank, There are branch banks in different cities.

In foreign trade Turkey now has a favorable balance of
modest size. At present her international trade is carried on
chiefly with the United States and Great Brirain, with lraly
a somewhar distant third on the list.

Agricultnre

Despite the emphasis upon induserialization in the Turk-
ish Republic. the country is still predominantly agricultural
and pastoral. The land is 26 per cent under civilization, 43
per cent consists of pasture land and meadows, 15 per cent
is forest, and 16 per cent waste land and warer. Government
aid, especially in irrigation projects. in the drainage of large
marshy areas, in traming students in agriculoural schools in

modern methods, and through supervised loans, 15 bringing
more und more land under cultivation.  The average farm has
about 15 acres and the law forbids anyone holding more than
1,200 acres.

The chief cereal products are wheat, which is the mose im-
portant, barley, oats, rye, corn and rice. Large quanrities of
cotton are grown, The chief Turkish crop for export is to-
bacco, of which America purchases $30,000,000 worth annually.
The most importane fruies are figs and raisins, wich citrus fruies
secondary.  Filberts and walnuts are importane exporrs. Other
valuable agriculrural products are opium, olives and olive wil,
flax, hemp, vegetable dyes and valonia, which figure as impor-
ANt exports,

The raising of livestock is one of the chief Turkish occu-
pations, especially horses, oxen, cattle, sheep and goats. World
famous are the millions of Ankara goars, yielding finest mo-
hair for export.

Fisheries are an importane item in the Turkish economy,
Education

A fundamental educational policy of the new Turkey is o
eradicate illiteracy as rapidly as possible. Equal opporunity is
given to all persons to secure free public educacion, according
to their ability. Special emphasis has been placed upon pri-
mary education which is compulsory through the cwelfth year
of age. Staristics of the Minisery of Education show chat
there are almost one million boys and one-half million girls
in the primary schools, Village institutes supplement the pri-
mary schools in the agriculmural communities.

Secondary education is given in middle schools and ly-
ceums, equivalent o American high schools and junior col-
leges. Ar rthis educational level there are Turkish privacely-
supported schools, and also foreign secondary schools. In the
new Turkey all schools are subject w the control of the Turk-
ish Minister of Education.

For higher education there are the University of Istanbul
and the University of Ankara with the usual faculties, Among
the specialized institutions are teachers colleges, the University
of Technology two train experts for the modernization of Tur-
key, the School of Political Science ro train for the civil ser-
vice, the Conservatory of Music, and the School of Economics
and Commerce.

Social Conditions

The substimution of western law for the theocratic system of
the Otoman Empire transformed the social system.  Most sig-
nificant was the emancipation of Turkish women. Family
life has been rransformed by the abolition of polygamy, The
introduction of the Latin alphabet aided the campaign against
illiteracy, as the abolition of the fez and the veil aided social
changes. Interest in the arts has been awakened by the found-
ing of new museums, and in giving specific encouragement ro
archirects, musicians, painters and writers.  The social sciences
are given particular attention, with institutions and programs
for public health and social welfare receiving increased sup-
port. These changes have likewise produced a free and dis-
ringuished press. Sports, especially baskerball and tennis. are
common and are played with enthusiasm.  Malbevleri (Peo-
ple’s Houses), centers of informal education and sociability
providing libraries, lecrures, movies and radios for ‘reen-agers
and young adules, huve been established.
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