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=2 REPORT FROM THE NEAR EAST .

The news in the Near and Middle East changes so
constantly and so quickly that only the radio reports
and the daily newspapers can keep abreast of ic. In the
March BULLETIN we reported the fact that Egypr had
a new premier, Aly Maher Pasha, and before the
BULLETIN even arrived from the printers, Aly Maher
Pasha was out and a new man, Ahmed Naguib al Hilaili
Pasha, was in. A long range review of news is virtually
impossible in a monthly publicanon, but inasmuch as
we can do it we will continue to give some news, albeit
there will be no attempr at the comprehensive type of
report which a newspaper, or a weekly magazine can
give.

Hilaili Pasha is an ex-Wafdist who left the party
because of the graft and corruption for which the Watd
party has been noted. The new government will carry
over certain policies of the Maher government. Maher
Pasha was planning to introduce reforms and lower
prices of many articles essential to a better standard of
living and was making an effort o get the price of
cotton, Egypt's principal export product, down to the
world level o put Egypt’s economy on a sound basis.
Maher Pasha seems to have been frustrated during his
brief renure in office because of his continued depen-
dence on a Parliament in which the Watd party has the
majority.
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The Anglo-Iranian Qil dispute is well over a year
old, and as we go to press, discussions continue, but as
yvet no solution has been reached, although the views
of the International Bank for Reconstruction and De-
velopment at first seemed acceprable o the Iranian
government, and talks berween Bank experts and
government officials gave some hope that a satisfactory
solution might be reached. In the meantime reports from
Tehran indicate thar the Iranian economy is becoming
more and more precarious. A recent newspaper report
spoke of government offices being stripped of Persian
rugs which were sold to help meer national expenses.
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Turkey is to have a new $11.000,000 dam on the
Sakarya River in the northwestern parc of the country.
It is the first step of the $35,000,000 Sariyar hydro-
electric project financed by Economic Cooperation Ad-
ministration funds through the Er Bank of the Turkish
Government. The dam, when completed in 1954, will
be of remendous value in strengthening Turkey's posi-
tion in the defense organization of the western world
by enabling her to produce steel she now has to import.

The Thompson-Starrert Company, an American firm,
will head the construction group, which will include
one Turkish company and three German concerns from
Frankfurt, Essen and Munich.

Situated seventy-five air miles west of Ankara and
-south of the Black Sea port and coal region of Zongul-
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dak, the dam will form a lake impﬂunding 7.000.000
acre feer of water. The dam will be 1,000 feet long at
the crest, 350 teec high and 275 feet thick at the base,
requiring 7,000,000 cubic vards of concrete. The Turks
will provide abour $10,000,000 in steel and ocher basic
materials and Thompson-Starrete will ship abour $1.-
000,000 worth of conseruction machinery o Turkey.
L] L] L]

General of the Army Dwighe D. Eisenhower visited
Turkey and Greece recently and by so doing put the of-
ticial stamp on the admission of these two countries 1o
the North Aclantic Treaty Organization. He said that
his purpose in visiting these countries was to confer with
statfs and learn of their problems and to acquaint them
with his own. He described Turkey as an important
addition to the NATO "because of your stalwart people
and because of your country's geographical position . . .
In thirty years you have been establishing a forward-
looking democratic government of the kind that is
particularly valuable to our organization”. He referred
to Greece as "a center of Western civilization” and
described his impressions there as “entirely satisfactory”’,
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The Irag Petroleum Cmnpun}', a Britsh, American,
French and Dutch company, began using its 560-mile,
thirty-inch pipeline from Kirkuk, Iraq, to Baniyas, Syria,
this month. This operation is six months ahead of the
original schedule for commissioning the pipeline.
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U.5. Ambassador John E. Peurifoy declared last
month that the retention of Greece's electoral system
“would have a disastrous effect upon the efficient use
of American aid in Greece”. He was accused of inter-
vention by Acting Premier Sophocles Venizelos and his
supporters. Greece has a form of proportional repre-
sentation which results in a large number of political
parties, none of which can ger a majority in Parliament.

mar éja.d &a‘efy

Building mutval wnderitanding Between the peapler of
the Near Eait and America

Enclosed is §..........ccoooroo.. for membership i M
Society untl April, 1953, B S e T

Mame

SErRet- i
REGULAR MEMBERSHIP — $3.50
STUDENT MEMBERSHIP — £1.00

Checks should be made payable to the Near Fast Society and mailed
to Alvah L. Miller, 46 Cedar Street, New York 5, N. Y., or 1o the
nearest regional affice: Chicage 3, I, Mrs. John Blarchford, Room
1305, 116 South Michigan Avenue; Cleveland Heighis 18, Ohio, Mrs.
George P. Michaelides, 2962 Somerton Road; Dallas, Texas, Mrs
Arline Beveridge, Room 526, Commercial Building; Boston 15, Mass,
Edward B. Smith, 74 Bay Seate Road.



NEAR EASTERN ART IN THE ART INSTITUTE OF CHICAGO

BY MARGARET GENTLES

The acthor. a wative Chicagoan, bai beew
on the stalf of Tha At Tostitwte siuce 1942,
frest ae Keeper of che Buckingbam Collection
of Japanese Printr and  then ap  Assivtant
Curator of Oriental Art. She bas been inter.
eited o the Near East since a trip 1o Greece
and Twrkey fo 1920 FDITOR

MNear Eastern are is represented in the
Art Institute of Chicago by a small but
distinguished
though it is installed in one large gallery

general  collection. Al
it nevertheless gives the smadenr and
museum  visitor an jdea of the grear
arostic output of the Islamic people. By
far the most important pare of the col-
lection are the Mesopotamian and Persian
ceramics from the ninth o thireenth
centuries.  Portery  of types,
decorations and glazes are represented by
excellent examples and the guality and

VArious

beauty of the piece here illustrated will
speak  for itself.  Also represented in
the collection are rextiles; rugs, metal-
work, glass and a few fine Persian minia-
tures. From time to time, whenever pos-
sible, pieces are added which help w
strengthen the interest and scope of dhe
collection. Two of the most important
acquisitions within the past few years
are 3 North Persian carved stone balus-
trade end of the twelfth century and a
large geomertric sixteenth century Damas-
cus rug in wonderful condition.

BURTOMN Y. BERRY COLLECTION

Occasionally a museum is forrunate 1w
receive by gifc a private collection of
outstanding  quality which supplements
its_general collecion even though ic is
of a highly specialized nature, The Art
Instirute is che recipient of such a gifr in
the superb Burton Y. Berry collection of
Turkish and Greek Island embroideries
now in the process of presentation, This
collection has been assembled by Mr.
Berry during the many years he has been
engaged in diplomatic service in Turkey
and Greece. Today few people have time
for such beautiful needlework, and it is
fast becoming an are of the pase. This
applies 1o the countries of the Near East
and Medirerranean region as well as mw
Europe and America.

Turkish and Greek Island emproideries
can be divided roughly inw two groups:
those made for rthe decorarion of homes
and, in Turkey, for palaces and religious
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Comrtely I ba Are insiigie of Lhiwago

Detail of 2 17th century lonian lslands bedspread. It is embroidercd with highly colored siths
on linen in designs of Figures, birds teces and Howers in wedding group, a characteristic matil.

edifices, and those made o be worn or
used by individuals. In ages past women
spent a great deal of their time creating
beauriful designs with their needles in 2
variery of stitches. Srricely speaking there
are not many different sticches, bur rather
an infinite number of variatons in the
exace method of working the fundamental
ones. In the East, where pure, brilliant
colors are popular, o smaller number of
stitches is required for the general effect
than in other countries where a greater
variery of stirching is combined with litele
or rather subdued coloring. More or less
similar srieches appear on both the Turk-
ish and Greek Island embroideries and
the same stieches recur again and again
Those used most effectively are the darn-
ing, double damning, double running,
chain, pulled, herringbone, tent, stem and
the sutin stitch known in Turkey as the
embroiderer's stitch

Throughour the Greek Islands and
Turkey embroidery usually was worked
with silk thread and, with the exception
of some of the larer Turkish rowels, on
Inen. In
century  there appeared cloth
woven with very fine cotton thread that

hand-loomed the ecighreenth

anuther

gave the appearance of gavee and upon

this wwehng woas embroidered some of
the most elaborare work of the period,
enriched with gold thread. A cerrain
amount of work was done on linen
mixed with silk, particularly on the sides
or ar the ends of the rowel, and sometimes
# partern was worked into the body of
More ornate weaves
appeared in the nineteenth century and
the sumple linen or cotton oweling gen-
erally disappeared. It was during this
rime thar the well known Turkish bath
roweling of looped woven cotton marerial

the plain material

became popular,

FLORAL PATTERNS USED

Due o the interdiction againse the re-
production of human figures and animal
life, the designs appearing on Turkish
embroideries are usually based on floral
patterns although one also sees garden
scenes, architectural morcifs, Arabic in-
scriptions, daggers and ewers. On the
other hand, the Greek Island designs
portray  figures, animals, birds, flowers,
ewers and geomerrical patterns based on

leaf and star motifs,

The Berry Collection of Greek Island

{ Continued on page 11}
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e Copts. OF dgup

This ix ehe fifth of a geries of articles on
the ancient churcher af the Near Eait by Dr.
Bridgeman. The articles bave coversd The
Backgrownd  of the Christian  Faxt”, "The
Orthodox Charch™, “Syriac Christianity” and
"The Armensan Church". EDITOR

Anyone who has visited the mussums
in Cairo m study the sculprure and paint-
ings of ancient Egypt or wandered about
among the decaying monuments with
their pictorial record of one of the oldest
civilizations in the world has been im-
pressed with the face that in the main
the native people of Egypr whom he
then meets in the towns and villages are
the same race as thar which 5000 years
ago laid the foundatons of modern
civilization, This is to be noted particu-
larly among the Christian Coprs of Egypr,
who because they are unmixed with the
Arabs, are the purest descendants of
ancient Egypt. In rtheir service books
they use a late dialecr of the very language
which was written in beauriful hiero-
glyphs on the antique monuments or
penned in demotic on long buried frag-
ments of papyrus. The Copts are of in-
terest not alone because they are more
truly than any other the "People of
Egypt” bur because they are one of the
oldest porions of the Christian Church
and still with upwards of a million ad-
herents count among the largest Eastern
Christian communions.

The name Copr has a long history but
means simply “Egyptian.” The ancient
Egyprtians called their land Ha-ke-Prah,
which the Greeks roughly trans-lirerared
into the adjective "Aigupros™ as applying
to an inhabitant of the country. The
Arab conquerors of the seventh century
abbreviated this Greek term o "Qubri”
whence comes the European word "Cope.”
It 15 no mean boast when the Copts call
themselves "The People of Egypr” for
such they are in a way which applies
more fully o themselves than w any
others. Even the language of Pharaonic
Egypr serves them in worshiping Christ,

THREE RACIAL ELEMENTS
Egypr in the early Christian centuries
was noteworthy for three racial elements
with their distncoive cultures  which,
though a nucleus remained true w s
traditions, were  some extent synthe-
sized. The most striking and  arciculate
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Egypiean Towrist Office

A fresco from an ancient Coptic church in-
dicating Christ reigning in glory, with a friezc
below showing the Virgin and Child surrounded
by saints

group consisted of the Greeks who since
the days of Alexander and the founding
of the great cosmopolinan city of Alex-
andria dominated the destunies of the
Nile valley. To be sure they had, since
the time of Ocmavius, 30 B, been
under Roman government, bur in life,
language and the personnel of govern-
ment the Greeks remained the vital ele-
ment in the country. The upper classes
of the Egyptians and the immigrant Jews
were alike Hellenized by conract and
the Egyptians by racial fusion. Bur un-
derneath the superficial Greek veneer
the vast bulk of the population remained
Egyptians, speaking their old
language and loyal to their old gods
This was especially true of the peasants
in the small towns in the Del and sall
more S0 in Upper Egypr.

MALve

The third population element was the
Jews who as refugees, caprives and volun-
tary immigrants had found in che rich,
stimulating life of Alexandria and the
owns such as Babylon, just south of
modern Cairo, a fuller life than in Pales-
tine. The Jews so far came under the
influence of Hellenism that they had w
have their Scriprures translated  into

BY THE REV. CHARLES T. BRIDGEMAN

Greek if they were 1w understand them,
and the writing of Alexandrian Jews
betrayed strong traces of Greek philo-
sophical thoughr.

The beginnings of Christianity in
Egypr are obscure, although by rthe
second century we see it firmly en-
trenched and eventually the whole land
was practically Christian. The Biblical
account of the Flight of the Holy Family
to Egypt of course marks the real be-
ginning. Tradition says thae the Holy
Family stayed in Egyptian Babylon, a
Jewish colony, and an old Coptic Church
of Anbar Sergeh (Sainr Sergius) is sup-
posed o mark the site of the House of
the Holy Family.

EVANGELIZATION OF EGYPT

A fourth century authority ascribes the
evangelization of Egypr afrer the Ascen-
sion o St. Mark the Evangelist, but
earlier writers do not refer o it Ir is
not therefore impossible, although like
the stay of St Peter at Rome it 15 with-
our Scriprural aurthority. Coprs and many
athers think thar when St. Peter refers to
Babylon ar the end of his first general
Epistle 1t is the Egyptian town from
which he wrote (1 Perer 5:13). As St
Mark was his companion in rravel and
traditionally a native of Cyrenaica this
would well suppore the tradition of the
Marcan origin of Egyptian Christianity.
Whatever its origins, the Church was
firmly established in Egypt by the second
century and soon won distinction because
of s monasticism, its evangelistic zeal
and it heroism under persecution.

The elaboration of Christian docurine
in Egypr was rendered imperative by rthe
development in  Alexandrian circles of
Gnostic ideas originating in Samaria and
Syria. Gnosticism or the esoteric “know-
ledge” (Greek: gwosis) by which a man
might atrain salvanion was an eclecric
pagan philosophy which incorporated ill-
digested Christian elements. As propa-
gated in the second century by Valen-
rinus, Basilides and Carpocrates ar Alex-
andria it made an appeal o the intellectu-
ally keen Christians in Egype

The development of this false interpre-
ttion of Christianity compelled loyal
Christians to formulate a  reply, and
raised up Christian theologians whase



work became classical in early Chrisrian-
ity. The center whence the opposition w
pagan Gnosticism issued was the famous
Carechetical  School  in Alexandria,
originally a private institution which in
time became more a school for cheolog-
ians than one for training prospective
converts o Chrstianity. We hear of it
first in the lare second century when
Pantaenus was its head, He was succeeded
by the philosophical 5t Clement of
Alexandria, who described himself as a
"Christian Gnostic”; by Origen, a native
Egyptian of amazing learning whose
Biblical scholarship was deep and scholar-
ly, bur whose theology was ac rimes so
speculative that he could later be charged
with heresy, and by others of lesser sig-
mificance.

While orthodox Christianity was thus
spreading throughout Egype and winning
intellecrual standing ir was the objece of
persecution by the Roman  authorities,
The sporadic outbursts ar times sertled
down to long periods of violent oppres-
sion. The last and most terrible was thae
under Diocletion, whose accession in
284 AD. was ever remembered among
the Egyptian Christians as the Age of
the Marryrs, by which they dated their
ecclesiastical years,

BIRTHPLACE OF MOMASTICISM

Egypt was the birthplace of monasti-
cism, one of the mose significant move-
ments in the Christian Church, which
in various forms has continued o make
a fruitful contribution tw Christian piety
and good works. Pressure of persecution,
which made living the Christian life
almost impaossible, che distractions of the
lush life of then prosperous Egypr, and
an “other-worldliness” which always ap-
pealed o the Egyptian soul unired to
drive men and women to the deserts o
seek in solitude the opporunity o live
the true Christian life, The founder of
monasticism was St. Anthony, a native
Egyptian, who shortly after his parents
death in 268, heard read in Coptic in
church the passage from St Marthew's
Gospel (Mate. 19:21) "If thou wilt be
perfece, go sell that thou hast, and give
to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure
in heaven.” Accepring rthis literally, An-
thony made provision for his sister, dis-
posed of all his wealth, and went off w
live in the Nitrian deserc. Although he
shunned human conace the fame of his

piery drew the peasanis to him to hear
him preach, and in tme many others
imitated his example. At this stage it
wias truly monasticism, thar s, “living
alone”, each monk following his own
rule. It fell o Pachomius in the late
fourth cenrury to organize recruits, now
numbering thousands, in  communities
where a common life under o strice rule
could be led. In this form the move-
ment grew by leaps and bounds uneil
tens of thousands of men and women
dedicated themselves o a life of austeriry.
And from Egypt the movement quickly
spread o Palestine, Asia Minor and the
West,

The conversion of Constantine and the
legalizing of Christianity broughr our-
ward peace to the much harried Church
in Egypr and elsewhere, buc vexed in-
ternal problems, particularly in theology,
now arose to disturb the life of the com-
munity. And here again Fgypr was a
bardeground of conflicting ideas and
produced outstanding men, both orthodox
and hererodox,

Arius, whose minimizing of our Lord's
deity set off the grear controversy bearing
his name, was an Egyptian, the priest in
charge of the Church of Baucalia near
Alexandriz where St. Mark's bones tradi-
tionally lay. Bue from Egypt arose also
the stalwart champion of orchodoxy, St
Athanasius, whose lifelong struggle
vindicate the truth of the Creed adopred
by the Council of Nicaea in 325, culmi.
nated in a belated victory.

Egype had led the forces of orthodox
theology ac Micaea. In the next cenrury
when Nestorius, patriarch of Constanti-
nople, preached idess which suggested
thatin the incarnate Christ were two dis-
tince persons, the divine Son of God and
the man Jesus, it was another Egyptian,
Sr. Cyril of Alexandria, who secured at the
Council of Ephesus, 431, the condemna-
tion of Nestorianism. Here it was de-
creed that Jesus Christ was one person,

In the decades that followed many
fele thar the unity of Christ's person was
best safeguarded by asserting thar while
before the Incarmation there were two
natures, divine and human, these ar the
Incarnarion were united in one divine.
human nature.  This is monophysitism.
Dioscorus,  parriarch  of  Alexandria,
snarching ar the mantle of Achanasius
and Cyril, foughr for monophysitism at

the council of Ephesus in 449, bur two
years later the Church fathers ar Chal-
cedon rejected monophysice  docerine,
Digscorus was condemned and deposed,
to the grave disappointment and resent-
ment of most of the Egyptians.

TWO CEMTURIES OF BITTERNESS

Two centuries of biterness followed.
Effores to secure patriarchs of Alexandria
who were loyal o Chalcedon mer spout
opposition from the Egyprian people.
Long deprived of political independence
the Egyptians expressed their pent-up
feelings in the religions sphere, and made
monophysitism a national couse juse as
the Irish in our days have of their Roman
Catholicism. Evenrually there were in
effece two patriarchs and two hierarchies,
the one supported by the local popula-
tion and the other by the imperial gov-
ernment. The former relied for support
on the natve Egyptian element in the
Church and the lawer upon the Greek
element.

While these disturbing inner conflicts
were going on the Egyprian Church was
also busy evangelizing neighboring
peoples.  Cyrenaica had  carly become
Christian, In the fourth century rhe
Egyptians carried the Gospel o the
Ethiopians, who remain today a Christian
people with the largest numbers of any
Middle Eastern Church, Christianity also
spread up the Nile among the Nubians
until there was a continuous chain of
small Christian kingdoms in what we call
The Sudan. The Mubian Church long
withstood the influences of Islam but
by the sixteenth century Christianity had
disappeared, save for deserted Churches
decaying with time, until modern times.
Western missionaries have sought o re-
call the Sudanese people to their old faith,

The Arab conquest of the Christian
East came afrer it had been exhausted
by the grear Persian invasion of Egype
in 616, and the brilliant counterateack
by the emperor Heraclius in the years
622-629, The Roman empire was in no
position to meer the new, vigorous foe.
When Omar sent Amr to conquer Egypt
there was no one able to put up effecrive
resistance. Indeed ir is said thar the
Egyptians welcomed any new master who
would give them peace and order.
Whether i was the Copric element or the
Greek which, according to Moslem his-

{Continue] on page 7)
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The awthor was director of publicity o the
Amevican University of Bewrwt in 193032,
and Hhir §raw accownd of pwe ol ber teips
while the war leimg tn the Near East. Mis
Blith i1 a gradwate of the University of Wir
comiin aud bar itedied o Columbia University.
She bar  traveled  extenyively in Ewrope ai
wetd ar the Near Eart,

She it mow teaching litevature at the Senor
High School in Fond dw Lac, Witconsin, her
hoame  tows., Mis Blish  lectwres on Mear
Eatern life, and ihe @ writing aw Arab
operetta for jemior bigk school itadenis.

EDITOR.

The “rosy-fingered” dawn was just
awakening and the muezein had ascend-
ed the minarer of the near-by mosque w
intone his: Allah-akbar w mating. We
were leaving carly (Inihallab) o spend
Easter on the Sea of Galilee.

It was a joyous, sunny spring morning
as we left the American University en-
virons of Beirut, Lebanon, headed for
Tiberias in a comfortable car. Beiruc is
a lovely spot o stare from; its serting is
magnificent. In the distance,
crested Sunnin arises 1 a heighe of nearly
nine thousand  feer, sentinel w  lesser
Lebanon peaks. The sun’s glory is re-
flecred on the mounmin sides in muted
tints and tones of crimson and purple.
The ride pushed from the deep blue
Medirerranean, up over hills into maove
ferrain.

We had decided to stop for a picnic
lunch ar Baniyas, famous for many tradi-
vons, High up on the hillside gushes
forth an enormous and inspiring spring,
one of the three sources of the river
Jordan. Above this, still visible, are small
shrines 1o the god Pan. And indeed, Pan
must have visited it recently, for spring
wis in the air and nature beckoned. This
was certainly the place for refreshment,
so our came our lunch box and sterno
{ wood is very scarce ). On the twop of the
cliff are the nuns of one of the medieval
Crusader castles. Afrer
secured some  ever-dependable  donkeys
o see the remnants of rhis edifice, buile
our of I1ug|;, massive stones, carried up
the steep incline by advenwrous Crusad-
ers of old. Cisterns, moarts, baths, turrets,

SM0W -

our meal, we

causeways: all semblances of once-power-
ful, feudal lords

The trip from Baniyas o Tiberias was
lovely. All the wkens of spring's renas-
cence were abundane. (It is interesting

w note, | think, that the word FEairer
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I TWENTY YEARS AGO/

derives from the Teuronic goddess of
spring, and that the Easter bunny and
ege represent the prolific plenty of
narure’s rejuvenation. Even the coloring
of the eggs orginated from the varied
hues of the spring aurora borealis, )

Qur destination was Father Tappers
haven on the shores of Galilee, nor far
from the little town of Tiberias on the
western side of the Lake of Tiberias,
better known as the Sea of Galilee. A
part of the wown has ruins of an old
Roman wall and portions of buildings,
one of which conraing a well-preserved
section of a heautiful mosaic floor. A
litthe north of this, we reached our
journey’s end

Whar a peaceful serting we  found
awaiting us on our arrival in the late
afrernoon. The soft rays of the sun cast
 calm armosphere over the small cluster
of houses, sheltered among many trees,
on a hillside. Father Tapper, a kindly
and rruly religious man, greeted us ar
dinner. As we were weary travelers, we
crawled into our near beds in our small
cotage, very early . . .

A bell wolled in the distance. The sun
was streaming in at our windows. Orange
blossoms outside scented our mooms. It
was FEaster morn, Faster services took
many forms thar day. Father Tapper held
service in a small chapel which conrained

BY ZIRIAN A. BLISH

much of the spirit, 1 am sure, of the
early Christian day. Afrer thar there was
communion with God and nature on the
verdane hillside, under the trees and
arches, heavy with bougainvillea, in Full,
rich purple bloom. Across the lake on
the bare eastern shore was a soft ame-
thyse--colored background for the panor-
ama of the litle lake.

Afrer dinner, we wandered down w
the out-lying lands which were dotred
with black wents of the Bedouins. This
was an interesting hobby, sponsored by
Father Tapper. Every year as the Be-
douins moved northward, cermain tribes
could always find pasturage for their
sheep, ground for their tents, and kind-
ness for their hearts, from this fine man.

Shortly before sunser, rwo bronzed
Arabs rowed us up the west shore w
Capernaum. All the way they sang an-
tiphonally, Arab folk songs. Only parts
of the outside walls and a few of the
Corinthian columns remain of the syna-
gogue there where Jesus spoke often to
His disciples and performed many of
His miracles, | remember on this peace-
ful Easter afrernoon, how 1 recalled the
Sermon on the Mount and the magnani-
mous and humanitrian wisdom of ic
"Blessed are the peacemakers: for they
shall be calied the children of God™
Blessed—if we could only regain those

Lee M. Terrill

The Sea of Galilee



forgotten truths!

We left Father Tapper’s as the last
rays of sun were casting their mellow
glow over this ranguil haven. The re-
mrn o Beirur, more direct, wok us
through several small Syrian villages
Stars twinkled in the clear sky, and now
and then lamplights shone from native
In the distance we heard the
rich tonal melody of camel bells; soon
we passed a caravan of ren, gracefully

cottages,

loping along the silene road. 1 think a
verse from Whittier’s beautiful hymn,
sums up much beteer than 1 can, my
Easter ac Galilee:

"0 Sabbath rest by Galilee,

O calm of hills above,

Where Jesus knelt to share with thee

The silence of eterniry,

Interpreted by love.”

THE COPTS OF EGYPT
{Continued from page 5)
torians, opened to the congueror the
gaces of Alexandria is a matter of dispure.
Ar all events Egypr fell with hardly a
struggle in 638 and from thar day ro this
has remained in Moslem hands.

The Moslems offered o che Christians
security of life, property and religion
provided they accepred the lor of a con-
quered people, paid heavy maxes and re-
membered that they were w ace as
“second class citizens” of the new Moslem
stare.

The Moslems naturally felr more kind-
ly wwards the nanve Egyprans of the
monophysite: wing of the Church than
towards the Greeks and others who had
looked for government and religious sup-
porr from the now defeated Roman By-
zanune Empire. The narive Egyprians
were now  properly called Copes, from
the Arabic Qubei, and the supporters of
the Orthodox Church were called Mel-
kites from the Arabic word melié mean-
ing king. The Copts, enjoying freedom
from persecution by the Orthodox, ar
first blossomed our under Arabic rule,
and saw one of their rare periods of
happy development. Upon
Arabs depended for the managing of the
ancient state they had aken over, and
for building of mosques and  public

them  the

buildings. Greek continued for a time
an impormne language. Bur  gradually
among the Christians  the old Egyprian

(See page 9)

E. C. Miller, Executive Secretary of the Mear East Foundation, turns the faucet of a laundry
tub at the new community shower bathhouse which was dedicated at Mamazan during Mr.
Miller’s recent wisit to Iran, Mr. Mibler visited MNear East Foundation projects in Greece and

Syria, as well as Iran.

The man next to Mr. Miller is Dr. Hessabi, lranian Minister of Education, them Mr. Sacedy, a
Mear East Foundation employee; Dr, Torab Mcehra, Director General of Preveative Medicine for
the Iranian Government, is the man in the light hat; in the thadow next to him is Dr. Amir Hakmat
chairman of the Shah's endowed properties of which the village of Mamazan is sne.

NEW BATHHOUSE
FOR MAMAZAN

A community shower bath in  the
Iranian village of Mamazan near Tehran
is the latest of several achievements di-
rected by the Near East Foondation.
Dedicared during the recent visit of the
Foundation’s Executive Secretary, E. C.
Miller, the bath should prove an im-
portant facror in raising the health stand-
ards of the village, as well as providing

new comforr and convenience.

The bath supplants the old Persian-
style ‘bathhouse where people cleansed
themselves in a common bathing pool
withour benefir of a constant change of
water, Pipes from a well drilled by the
Foundation carry water o the showers.
In order to eliminate the expense of a
pump, the bath was built bencath the
ground level and water is piped in by
graviry. A simple heating system pro-
vides warm water for the barhs as well
as for laundering. Tubs were buile in
a separare room of the building, provid-
ing greater convenience and  utilizing
the clean warm water, This is in marked
contrast 10 the eraditional laundering in
streame and irrigation ditches,

The entire project was done on an
mnexpensive, practical level so thar it
might be easily duplicated by other vil-
lages. Working with marterials supplied
by the Foundanon, villagers volunteered
their labor in addition w the long hours
which they spent in farming.  When
asked several months ago by a Time
correspondent if he minded this exera
work, one of the peasants replied: "Why
should 17 1e's for our barh.”

WHAT 5 IT?

The picture on page 12 shows Major
James A, Jabara (standing in fronc of
boys) on his recent goodwill tour o the
MNear Ease ar a school for Arab refugee
boys maintained by the Jerusalem Y. M.
C. A near Jericho, Major Jabara, the
first American jer fighter ace, is of
Lebanese descent. His trip was sponsored
by the MNuatonal Association of Federa-
tions of Syrian and Lebanese American
Clubs.

Harold Minor, United Stares Minisrer
to Lebanon, commended Major Jabara's
trip 10 a lecter which he wrote w George
M. Barakar, execurive vice presidenc of
the MNanonal Associaton, stating  that
relations with Lebanon had
been screngthened by the Jabara erip.

American
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Cranderd Ot Co. (M. T Exyprian Tox

Date palms at Al Kharj in Saudi Arabia Rows of small sphinxes at Luxor, Egypt

The photograph at the left was raken Apnl
19, 1902, ar Beiret (Syria, now Lebanon! on
the sccasion of a picnic given om the sewenticth
birthday of Dr. Henry H. Jessup, distinguished
Presbyterian missionary in Syria, and grandfather
of Dr. Philip Jessup. In his book, '"'Fifty-three
Yoars in Syria” Dv, Jessup describes this picnic
A special car on the little steam framway took
cur whole American community te the Dog

Riwer’

Standing in Front, from left to right, are: Dr.
Franklin E. Hosking, Miss Effie Hardin, Miss
Carie Hardin (Mrs. Berbram Post), Miss Mary
Dale (Mres. Harey G. Dormanl, The Rev, Paul
Erdman in cear, Alfred E. Day, Harvey Porter
Lucius H. Miller in rear, Mrs. Harvey Porter
The Rev. Stuart D. Jessup, Miss Amy Brigstocke
Mrs. Stuart D, Jezsup!, Misz Gertrude Moore
Mrs. Paul Erdman Mizszs Charlotte Brown
Mrs. Henry H. Jessup, Dr. Henry H. Jessup and
grandehild, ]..Leonard Moare, Mrs, Franklin T.
Moore, Dr, Arthur |, Brown

On the train, from left to right, are: The
Rev. Oscar Hardin, nursemaid, Miss Mary |essup
Mrs. Alfred E. Day) and her niece, Amy Moora,
Dr. Bertram Post, Dr. Mary Eddy, Mrs. Gerald
F. Dale, with Miss Lockwood, sister of Mrs
Henry Jessup. Mrs. William Jessup, Dr. Samuel
lessup, Mrs, William Melson, Dr. William MNelson
De. William Jessup.

[&8]



NEW BOOKS ON THE NEAR EAST

Bridge ro lsidam by Erich W. Beth-
mann. Southern Publishing  Company,
1950. 254 pages. $§2.25.

A shore, easy o read book, writen by
a missionary of German origin who spent
more than twenty years in the Middle
East, this gives a brief account of Islam,
a description of Moslem countries, and
a starement of the role of Christianity in
Islamic pares of the world,

Arabian Highlands by H. 5c. John B.
Philby. Cornell University Press, 1952,
708 pages. $8.50.

This is an importane and aurhoritative
account of Mr. Philby's travels in litde
known pares of Arabia. It is not a book

for casual readers, bur & work of real
value for students of the Arabian penin-
sula.

Tents und Towers of Arabia by Robere
Shaffer. Dodd, Mead and Company,
1952, 276 pages. $4.00.

This describes Mr, Shaffer's experi-
ences while he was doing American gov-
ernment work in Arabia: ar Jidda, and
on 4 visit o King Ibn Saud ar Riyadh.
Although it is not as comprehensive as
the books written by Mr, Philby, Mr.
Karl Twitchell, and other modern Arab-
ian travelers, it contains valuable informa-
tion for persons who are mterested in
the Kingdom of 1bn Saud.

THE COPTS OF EGYPT
{Continued from page 7)

language, long since written in Greek
characters supplemented by certain dem-
i lereers, became their written medium
as it was their collequial speech. Bue
Arabic speech brought in by the new
masters and propagated by the Moslems
eventually became universal so that afier
the ldth century the Coprs used it for
their historical writings and in part in
church services. The Melkites were under
a cloud, and many of them drifred into
the Coptic Church,

Although the Arabs did not officially
force the Christian Fgyptians to accept
Islam, the eagerness of people with
wordly ambitions to escape the raxation
and other disabilities resting on Christ-
ians caused a steady secession to Islam,
until in tme the Christians sank o a
minority and these chiefly simple folk

Nor was this all. The dependence of
the Arabs on Christian clerks in govern-
ment  offices continued  for  centuries,
Some of these occupying high position
ook on the privileges thar the state sup-
posedly reserved for the dominant re-
ligion. The now Islamized population re-
sented these pretensions of Christians o
equality with the Moslems with the re-
sule thar disturbances and riors rendered
the lot of the Christians very precarious.
The melancholy history reiterared century
after century is a reflection in part of
the brutality of the times, the factionalism
which arrayed even one set of Moslems
sgainst another, and the general rrbu-

lence and fanaricism of the Egyptian pop-
ulation. The history of Europe and the
erearment of minorities in the Christian
stres was almost equally unedifying,

Yer despite ourward difficulries, the
gradual shrinkage of the Christian com-
munity by secession to lslam, and isola-
vion from Christians elsewhere, the Cap-
tic Church, and in a small way the Mel-
kites ag well, managed o maintain them-
selves. Today about a million of Egypts
20,000,000 population are Christian, al-
mast all of them Copts. Being mono-
physites they are in communion with
like-minded  Christians  elsewhere:  the
Old  Syrians, the Armenians and the
Ethiopian Church, which until recent
times was for Egypt a kind of ecclesiasti-
cal dependency.

The Copric Patriarch, like his Melkie
predecessors  back to the early times,
styles himself Pope and Patriarch of Egypr
and its  ecclesiastical dependencies in
North  Africa.  The Coptic
makes his home normally in Cairo, for
there in Old Cairo, formerly Babylon, is
i strong Copric community, The Ortho-
dox or Melkite Parriarch seill has his sear
at Alexandria, although there are many
Greeks and Orthodox Arabs from Pales-
tine and Syria cthroughour Egypr and the
Sudan, While for the most part one
thinks of the Copts as wownspeople, they
are also peasants and villagers in districts
up the Nile where the old faith has
mainined iself. The Cope is sull a
valunble povernment servanr, and a
business man, He has seized

Patriarch

clever

cagerly the opporwunity of securing an
education from the European and Christ-
ian institutions which since the days of
Mapaoleon have multiplied in Egype.

Western Christian missions o Egypt
although originally designed o evange-
lize the non-Christians naturally found
the Copts easy w approach and ofeen
eager to accept Western ideas. The re-
sult has been a small Roman Catholic
Latin-rire community, a small Anglican
group under an English bishop which
aims chiefly at work among Moslems
and care of resident British folk, bur has
some adherents of Copric background,
and the United Preshyrerian Mission
which with recruits from  the Coptic
Church 15 the largest Protestane Church
in the counery, famous for its education
and medical work.

Bur the Copts remain, as they have
long been, “the Church” of the Egyptians.
It is a proud Church, despite its dimin-
ished numbers, its povery and its scars.
They cannor forget their past, nor should
those who wvisit the country and realize
that were it not for the patient loyaley
of the Coptic Church there would be no
considerable numbers of Christians in a
land thar once boasted St Clement of
Alexandria, 5t. Arhanasius, and martyrs
withour number,

Noar fast Society
Bulletin

A society  building mutual  understanding
between the peoples of the Mear East and
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TIME FOR A

The autbor it baller critic for the Britich
Broadcasting  Corporation’s  Aita Service and
Latin-American Sorvice. He har edited ieveral
magazines induding WHEKLY FiLM NEWs,
ART REVIEYW and BALLET DANCER, and twriles
Jor THE LISTENER, BRITAIN TObDAY, COMING
EvEnTs, HERESS, and TWENTY.ONE A roge
lar brogdearter since the ape of vixteen, Mr.
Raymond bas a solid backerownd for B eriti
citm—ar director, actor and producer i the
theatre und ai producer and advisor on variows
arf projecis. EDITOR.

Several years ago, casting around for

an idea for a baller libretto, | was art-
tracted o the "Arabian Nights” and the
exoric, colorful Sanskric tales. Evenrually
I did not use an Arabic theme, but |
am now even more strongly inclined o
believe that the Arabic tales and stories
could be made into a thousand ballets.

Many have, of course, been rudely
translated for the cinema; some few for
the theatre. But no imagination has been
areracted to this fabulous storehouse of
fiction which exists in the Arabic
languages.

Ballers, plays and screen scenarios could
all be conscripted from even the few
translated collections.

Bur, sorry as it is that so livde use is
made of Arabic fiction by the West, the
Arabic countries ‘are guilty of a worse
neglecr. They have, as the very ground
under their feer, the art of their race:
the achievemmenrs of their predecessors;
the masterpieces triumphed fortch
centuries ago in their language, with
their native pigments. And so much, so
near all, is neglected, ignored.

Time surely for a renascence of Arabic
art and culwre. The Egyptian cafe-
shuffle-ro-please-Western-tourists is not
the sum of Egyptian dance. Originally
there did exist a specialized and rare
court dance form in Egypr. I have
written thar as 4 statement although 1
do not have the knowledge or dam w0
prove my words, [ make the positive
assumption because:

A. Egypr had a rarefied exclusive
court circle,

B. Egypr definitely had a period as
a cultural center afrer Athens
scuttled itself on the pinnacle of
its own civilizarion.

C. Slavery was a common stare in
Egypt.

. Egyptian visual arts are positive-
ly influenced by the simple line
movement of dance.

[10]

RENASCENCE

Ler me probe each of my four derails.
A very stylized dance form has inevitably
been produced in every rarefied, exclusive
court. Egypr would hardly be exceprion.
The second, as w0 the period of coloural
chiefrainship, is commonly acknowledged.
Slavery always produced an are form in
song and dance; are here is a safery valve
given breathing space by the exploiters
for their own security. The slave “lets
off steam” in dance or in song which,
if not so diverted, might deviate 1o revo-
lution. The last claim is one | hold very
cerrainly. Every figure 1 have ever seen,
ever examined, ever been awed by in
Egyprian sculprure, mural and  other
visual arts has always seemed, o me, ©
embody thae realization of simple, un-
Frilled essential movement which is the

basis of dance and baller.

If, then, my assumption thar a highly
stylized dance form existed in the Egyp-
tian (and other Arabic) courts is true:
same stepping stones should, right now,
be dropped in the gulf of time thar
separates today from the period in which
this dance chrived and was given consorr.
In baller we have the unbroken chain
thar links the original coure baller in
ltaly 1o the Imperial Russian courr and
thence w public performance in Russia
patronaged by the Czars. This line, right
down to ronights "Lac de Cygne” or
“Aurora”, is a true, unbroken, hardly
deviating chain of rradirion,

Egypr has the original tadition —
lost, perhaps; covered, cerminly — bur
impossible of resurgence: Noo 1 know
that a purely Egyptian dance form could
be revived in irs native soil One im-
portant ingredient 15 stll in existence:
the artistic environment in which the
dance must have existed. The temples
still stand, The sculprure and murals
and pavilions still sand. In rins, rrue,
but none the less visible and possible of
imaginative visualizing as they once were.
Given the environmenr, conditions and
visual depictions of the original dance
and dancers, the renascence of the dance
style iself is a mere mamer of love of
thar dance, genius for reincarnation and
transplanting and a ralent for building
edifices our of small, scarrered bricks.

Arabic culture is a sufficiently grea
organism for such a genius, talenr and

BY PETER CRAIG RAYMOND

work not o go unrewarded, The em-
ergence of a firmly traditional culrure in
the Arabic Centers is an inevitable step
in the total emergence of the East as a
dominant facror in world civilization, The
Western conduce of ies civilization has
made earth’s axis rop heavy: soon it
will spin off center and the East will have
its cenmuries of esteem.

The arts and culeure of the East should
be to the fore in such an esteem, Egypt
could lead the way now by giving pacron-
age to its artises in search of their tradi-
ron,

It exists. Ir will be found, Then will
be rhe renascence,

39:' £ ﬂz.:l ana’ f;uégj

In order 1o appreciate the magnificent
progress made by the army of the Turk-
ish Republic, one has to recall what the
army was like during the old Ottoman
period. During World War 1, rwo events
reveal the faulty organization of the im-
perial army before Ararirk's reforms.

One incident reveals thar Otoman
troops were senr to the desere south of
Palestine in order w invade the Suez
Canal. The members of the American
University faculty ar Beirur realized thar
many Turkish, Arab and British soldiers
would be wounded, so they organized
a Red Crescent and Red Cross expedi-
tion and sent it to the deserr. Dr. Edwin
St John Ward, Dr. Nimeh Nucho, and
a group of young medical men and
nurses made up the expedition.

When Dr. Ward arrived, the Otoman
milirary surgeons gave him a splendid
welcome, They told him thar they had
telegraphed for surgical inscruments, but
by mistake headquarters had senr six
boxes of obsterrical instruments! No
wonder the army surgeons were relieved
to have help arrive with a complere in-
seallation of surgical supplies!

The second incident ook place near
Alexandrerta, when a Bricish cruiser sent
word ashore o the Octoman officers thar
unless a cerrain railroad bridge near the
seacoast  was  dismanded, the cruiser
would shell it. The Otomans sent word
back chat they did nor know how 1w
take a bridge apart bur that if the cruiser
would send an engineer, they would
help him dismantde the bridge.
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Thit completes the article by Dv, Myers
which appeared in the March BULLETIN, Dr,
Myers, lecturer and teacher, is o gradwate of
Dartmowth Collepe and Jobny Hopking Ui
wersity, The maeridl in the March iiiwe
dealt wirh words which bave come to @i from
Arabic sowrces., EDITOR.

Two rather rerrifying words come w
us from the Arabic: ghoul and assassin,
The firse (cf. the variable star Algol in
Dr. Bliss' arcicle) comes from the verb
ghala, to seize. The noun formed on it
represented in the lore of the Eastern
nations an imaginary evil being who
robbed graves and fed upon corpses. As-
sassin really refers o one who is ad-
dicted to hashish. The hemp plant
whose fibers are so strong and useful
has flowers and leaves which contain
various drugs which are called bhang
and hashish. When dried and smoked
or chewed these drugs have a wvery
peculiar, forceful and intoxicating effect
on the human organism. We read about
drug addices like marijuana smokers who
do strange things when under the in-
fluence of this plant. Marijuana is a
member of this hemp family. In the 13th
century there was a sect of religious
fanatics who plundered and murdered.
They were called bashibashin  because
they smoked or chewed hashish ro in-
crease their courage, remove their in-
hibitions and make them feel quite ir-
responsible. It is interesting to note, in-
cidencally, that there is no verb in Arabic
“to smoke”. To describe this particular
phenomenon, in ordinary current, spoken
Arabic, one usually uses the verb “to

drink”,

MEANINGS OF SURD AND SIME

Before leaving any discussion of the
philological legacy of Arabic in English
it is necessary to point to & few curious
words which are Arabic in meaning bur
not in form. They are downright trans-
lations from the Arabic into Latin o
designate certain mathemartical or medi-
cal concepts or funcrons, For instance
surd is obviously from the Latin rwrdas
meaning deaf bur in the marhemarical
world it represents a direce rranslation
for this thing, a surd, from the Arabic
Sine is another which came o us in o
similar way, It is the Latin sowies meaning
a bend or fold in a gurment, the bosum of
4 garment. Lo is a translation of the Arabic

fayh meaning precisely the same thing
Bur if we go further back we see that
in the mathematical sense the word stems
from the Sanskrir fiva meaning a bow-
sering, the chord of an arc, a sine, S0 the
influences: of Arabic Jeave their traces
even very indirectly in our language,

There are other examples which can
be mentioned o contribure w0 our know-
ledge of the influence of the Arabic
language upon our own English. This
is a fruicful field o examine There is
still something 1o be done, The rewards
are usually well worth the effore. 1 think
we have enough o give us a fair picrure
of the influence of the Arabic language
in English,

Projects for the Blind
in Jordan

One of the most interesting  projects
that is being undertaken in the Hashe-
mite Kingdom of the Jordan (formerly
Palestine ) is the providing of instruction
and literature for the blind,

In 1932 a voluntary Moslem sociery
was founded at Jerusalem o aid the
blind. It stll teaches the blind how to
earn a living by making brooms, brushes
and other items, and the sociery main-
mins a self-supporting workshop.,

The Lovell Society for the Blind in
Palestine started a school for girls ar
Ramallah near Jerusalem. Although the
principal herself is almose blind, she con-
duces an institution for chirey-twa blind
girls, three blind teachers, and wo as
sistants. In 1938 a home for che blind
was founded at Bethlehem by the Lovell
Sociery.

Lase year the Lutherans opened a
school for the blind on the Mount of
Olives with eighteen blind pupils.

A school starred ar Hebron in 1938
15 now maintained largely by government
funds ar al-Birah, near Ramallah, north
of Jerusalem. It is called al-Alaiya Blind
School, The director is Subhi Taher al-
Dajani, who is a member of a dis-
tinguished Moslem family in the Hashe.
mite Kingdom of the Jordan. After
graduation from the American University
of Beirur, he was sent ro Europe o study
methods of teaching the blind and was
then placed in charge of work for che

Courtesy The Art Initisnte of Chicago

Pottery jar, Persianm, from Rayy. This 13th
century jar is decorated with spirited designs
of fish and seaweed in black on a turquoise biue
ground.

MEAR EASTERN ART
(Continued from page 1)
and Turkish embroideries is one of the

grear collections in the world. Characrer-
istic examples have been assembled from
Yannina, the Dodecanese, the Cyclades
and the lonian Islands. The “Turkish wall
hangings of the seventeenth century,
made in imitation of the earlier woven
silks and velvets, are a superb group,
enough in themselves w make this col-
lection justly famous. The larger portion
of the Turkish collection is compased of
a very fine group of towels ranging from
the typically bold, simple embroidered
patterns of the sevenreenth  cenrury
through rthe elegant perfection of the
eighteenth and o the omate designs of
the nineteenth century.

blind by the Mandarory Government in
Palestine,

The al-Alaiva School has forey-five
blind students, with the usual workshop
and teaching. There is also a printing
press for the Braille system. Mr. Dajani
has writen a primer 1o explain the use
of Braille. He hopes to print the Koran
and later on ocher books, wgether with
a monthly journal in Braille.

The John Milton Society, with head-
quarters in New York, is doing whar it
cant to give practical help o these projects
i this region where the New Tesrament
spoke often of vpening blind cyes.

[11]
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MEAR EASTERMN LEADERS
Mabhmoud Fawzi (photograph ar the left) i
chairman, with the title of Ambassador, of the
Egyptian Delegation to the United Mations, Mr
Fawzi was recalled to Cairo recently to asuist

on some wrgent governmental problems.

Mr. Fawzi was born in Caire in 1900, He
studied at the University of Caire, the Royal
University of Reme, Liverpaal University in
England, and Columbia University in New York
graduating in  junsprudence, political science
economics and  journalism He entered the
diplomatic service and served a3 vice comsal in
New York and Mew Orleans from 1926 anhil
1929, and as wice consul in Kobe, Japan, in
1929.35. Subsequent posts included thote of
Second Secretary in Athens during 1936-37
Consul Ceneral in Liverpoal, 1937-39: Director
of the Mationalities Department, Ministey of
Forgign Alfairs, Caire, 1939-41; Consul General
in |erusalem, 1941.44, Mr. Fawzi was appointed
charg d'atbaires in the Ministry of Foreign Af
fairs, Caira, in 1944, and served in this capacity
wntil the beginming of 1945 when he was trans
terred 1o Washington a3 Counselor of  his
country s Legation (which was eclevated to am
Embasty in 19461, Since 1946 he has been 2
permanent representative of Egypt to the UMN.
He i a representative en the Interim Committes
and the Collective Measures Committee, and i
on the new Disarmament Commission,




