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THE ANCIENT WALLS OF ISTANBUL

rI‘l]"l"‘ may llp‘l.lli" }“'I'rl e r'\11'||"i'l.|'
or more venerable fortifications than
those designed 1o protect the ancient
Megarian trading town of Byzantium,
which later became the great imperial
city of Constantinople, the capital of
Eastern Christianity, but the walls of
old {:|a1|.-'ul.|:||!|t:||||'||4'. now called I:—l.‘l.ll.|l-1||.
have no equal in historical importanes.
When Byzas, the legendary founder of
this natural seat of empire, chose this
site, he had an eve not only Tor impres
givieness and beaaty of location, but for

stratesic deflense as wall.

BECAME SEAT OF EMPIRE

It is truly surprising that, when the
I':rnlll'rnr [..Illt-l..nllilll' r|||' 11'r1".ll ||r'|]i-
cated his seat of empire at old Byzan
tium in 330 A DL, the city Tor it
previous thousand vears of existence
carried on ils activities in 4 compara-
tively restricted geographical area. The
land walls, extended several times dur-
ing these centuries, never comprised
more than the land enclosed by a line
drawn rom the Stmoboul end of the
Galata Bridge, through the valley of the
Grand Bazaar, on over the hill of the
Hippodrome, and down to the shore of
the Sea of

Lighthouse.

Marmara at the Seraglio
There they mel the seq
walls, which had been built along the
shore of the peninsula that  points
|1|:|1!|l.1..||'|| Ill'l'lillli the "u-!rhnrll*—-. andd
1||rrll1:| Orhe -il]i' lF!’ II“ |‘||"|1||1F|i._.
Conatantines vision of a worthy |':Ijri-
1al 1Iii| not confine the New Rome within
"-.]11' NArTow |11F..|I“i."-. [l'l :‘-l\i"lll“ 1”.1”'1-"-'
sion he is 1|'E||'-|11'-ri 1o have -t:il-u'li ol
a line for new wallz starting from the
Hirn,
passing up the hill 10 a point west o
the great Church of the Holy Apostles,
now  the location of the

Sultan Mohammed, and then descending

inner  bridge over the Golden

“u-q.lw il

to the Sea of Marmara in the vicinity ol
AMong  this  line b

caused to be built the land wallz of his

Viangn Bostan.

* Dr. Fisher s
Briar Calleg:

was Tormerly the Dean of Bolert ol s

Visiting Prafesaar al =weet

wwreel Hriar, Virginia, arl

lstanbul, Turkey

[2]

By Epcanr | Fisner, Ph.)

i r-:'r-. ol 1 ||||._-|.|.||.||||||F|||' .qr:ui r-'\|!'tlljl'll‘
the =ea walls along the Marmara and
Golden Horn to meet the new termim
of the land walls, This

r|||||||h'-|| !hq' (S]] ||l-1'-:| area ol the ily.

bevond which it was supposed  the
|1ujul|.'l.1ii|t| wiould never 1'\h'||-:|.

W i.1]||:| |eas 1]|,|.||. it century, Jl-.-'l.u'u'l.
the ||u-t|-:|!n|||- had 50 |'\1r.||||:||'|! il
developed that the Constantinian walls
were Tound 1o be inadequate, both as 1o
strength and  location. As far as is
!\Illl'l'\.ll. these [ortifi .Ifil-u'- WeEre |I-1II|I s

n -iI-II:||' line '|‘-||FII-||' Al or -|rllll:'.,’ Pk

K

Looking from the Sea Walls of Istanhul
across the Sea of Marmara.

tective towers, But the chiel |r|u|-||'|||

was that the imperial city grew  so
I".l|lil||:\.' thiat o -|II|.'-||{|'!.|ir||' ||||||_|q-:| of
the |r--p|:||.|li--r| was foreed to live oul-
sidde the l.l..|||*- in the I|:||s|ul|'|:||'1! COT-
tryside. This development was so |;||-i||
that there are J!I.H'IJI'H”'L ni surface re-
mains of the Constantinian walls visibile,
Even the enlarged city burst its bounds;
and the people without the walls needed
new defenses (o ot them (rom the
oncoming barharian tribes already at-
1I'-I'il'1| J". II'J'HIII- ol the -|;|||'|:-1|-.l| .||u|
wealth of the Cheeen City of the Fast,

It was the |".|||+1-'|u: Theodosius 11

anl his statesmen prefects — Anthemius,

Cyruz and Constantine who devoted

themselves 1o remedying the partially
l|l'i1'l|~l'|1"-- I"l:ll"i“'rll of I!hq'lr I.illi”ll.
During the reign of Theodosius, from
i 1o A5, the new walls were built,
and strengthened upon several different
oceasions. They enclosed an area ap-
proximately twice as large as that pro-
teeted by the Constantinian walls.  But
muore important still was the impressive
stz amd -1r'1'1|:r|l of the new [ortilica-
tions. It is small wonder that some
barbarian  leaders, who brought thei
hosts to conguer and plunder the city,
viewed  the  walls  hopelessly, . and
ordered their men o morch on, soinge
to the west to hnd an ecasier task,
When the prospective invaders ap.
|-r1r.ll'|:1':{ the fn'l'lillu ations. they heheld
two lines of formidable walls, with
broad inner and oster terraces and two
series of bastion towers, all of which
obstructions were dcross o deep moat
over sixty feet wide, with a searp live
feet thick and a battlement six-and-a-
half fieet high as the frst brick and
mortar that the enemy might touch. The
outer terrace, between the outer wall
and the moat, was sixtv-one [eet broad,
sufficient for the (ree movement  of
many troops. Ten feet above the outer
terrace rose the outer wall, along which
were  ninetv-six from

lowers  varyving

thirty to thirty-five Teel in height.

DEFEMSE AGAIMST AVARS

Then came the inner terrace between
the outer and inner walls and sufficient]s
broad for the easy movement of many
additional troops. The inner wall next
to the ety was forty Teet above the
ground level and Gfteen fect in thick-
nmess: along it was another series of
minely-s1x lowers varyving from sixty o
sixtv-five feet in height, and spaced
about one hundred and seventy-five Tect
apart. The distance along the Theo
dosian walls from the Sea of Marmara
ta the beginning of the later walls con-
structed by Emiperor Manuel Comnenus
in the middle of the Twelfth Century on
the hill Il\n'l]llllkill_‘: the Golden Horn,

wis about Tour miles, Between the short



siretch of the walls of Manuvel Comne
pus and the Golden Horn were two
parallel lines of fortihications, the inne
line built by the Emperor Heraclins 1o
defend that section of the city ggains
the Avars in 627, and the outer line buill
by Leo YV oto protect the city from an
altack by the Bulzarians in 8135

SAFE FOR THOUSAND YEARS

Behind these impregnable fortilica.
tions the areal |"I|::|. of {‘.i'r”'\-lﬂrﬂl.hlliill'
lived its life sale from enemy attacks
for almost a thousand years. Each one
of the public gates could bear testimony
to moving historical events, Indeed, Tor
ﬂ'r:h[ centuries ||1't.u|'1' its linal |,|||1|l|||'-[
at the hands of the Ottoman COMUeror,
Mohammed the Great, in 1453, this
lordly and natural seat of empire with-
stood a major siege every generation,

Only twice before 1453 did it fall
biefore attack. Tn 1206 the impious Latin
Crusaders under Henry Dandolo, blind
“ll_‘,.:r‘ of Venice, 1'|1rI1|I11'I|'|i this Ereal
bulwark of Christian  culture, and
therehy weakened it irreparably; while
in 1265 it was reconguered by the
Greeks under Michael Paleologus, lasi
of the Byrantine emperors of Nicaea,

At all other times the walls of the
vity had been the capital’s sure defense.
Behind them the city was safe, when in
suceession  Persians, Avars, Saracens,
Bulgarians, Russians, Mtomans, and
Greek  rebels strugsled repeatedly 1o
eflfect an entrance. Secure behind these
willz, the cultured life of Constantinople
ehbed and Howed during centuries,
along streets, in churches, and other
public buildings that were the marvel
of the visitors who beheld them. And
thi= was at a time when the arban centers
of Western Furope were in a woefully

]l.‘li,'k L1 .'!J'll slale,

CITY CONSERVED CULTURE

Behind these walls not only Constan-
tinople, capital of the Byzantine Empire,
Wils Elllrh'1'|1'i| a5 4 mreal conservalor ol
civilization, but, al 2 econsideralile
distance Irl:"i.'uuqi. “:-hlmn civilizalion,
oo, was guarded against invaders for
several centuries when it could hardly
have defended itsell had the gates w
Constantinople not held fast and hirm.
Silent sentinels still today are the im.
pressive ruins of these walls that were

benelicent for East and West alike!

K. X HNard

Where the ancient land walls of Istanbul meet the Sea of .\Iurmn.rn.

e *‘;}_'.__
The Prison of Ancmas, o part of the walls built by Leos Voo protect Constantinople.
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THESIS DEVELOPS NEW BUSINESS

Twenty-hve years ago, Emile Cortas,
A qunior commerce udent at the Amer-
wan University of Beirat, had a ditheult
problem on his mind — the selection ol
his senjor thesis subject.

During spring vacation while helping
his mother make jam, he decided 1o see

il his teacher would approve a thesis on

Jam Conrine Room

the !'\-Iltljl'll of “Fruomn |"1'r_-u'|'.||r:__- A% an
Industry for Syria”. The topic was ac-
cepled and a year later it was completed.
The summer fallowing hi= graduation,
he went 1o Dublin, Ireland, where he
spent three months working in a pre-
serve laclory.

Returning 1o Beirot he was employved
in the Alumni Office.

his weekends 1o jam-making with the

But he devoted

help of his mother in the family kitchen,
Each week My,
Beirut with more jam.

Cortas  returned  to

But there was prejudice o face,
Grocery stores, holels, and the pulslic
preferned  foreign-made  jams,  They
thought these were better than the local
producta; furthermore, no domestic con-

offered
Cortas

cern had a consistently  zood

jam. Mr. started 1o sell 1o
individuals, Sometimes he gave his jam
away. He got one student to sell on a
vommission basis, but after a few weeks
he stopped beeanse it didnt pav.

In 1928 after the Cortas’ products hed
mel with the approval of many attend-
ing the Women's League Exhibition in
Beirutl, some grocery stores bezan to
handle the line, The next vear a turning
reached — a

||ilil||! Wils 1.1|'I1l1f- wWi=

opened in a Beirut suburk. On the first

[4]

day ol itx operation Mr. Cortas received

his larsest order to date. Fortunately,

everything functioned smoothly and the

factory led to greater production, betier
quality, and lower prices.

.l.lllilﬂl Lorlos I'.ri.'ll'- li-1 ning i.l'lrl-!
'|||.||J'i|'|il, I’]nru. '.1|||.i|||'1-'. ."'I:;|1.1.t|1'r|:|.,
Cherry, Orange Marmalade, Apple Jelly
and Quince Jelly, Peach, Grape, and
Fig Jam are made to order.

Other products of Cortas Fréres are
syrups, fruil pulps, and tomato paste.
The organization i= also canning vege-
tables and table salts and is experiment-
ing with frozen [oods.
ahout 70% of the
II:'I'!IIIIII l"‘- Ware l‘h+‘|‘|l!|_“h Iis lF:}!l‘l conan-

East, to the Sudan,

"!'{III.'I' fhi' War

tries i the Near
Wesi

The Company now has its main plant

AMrica, and 1o England.

at Bowshriva in Lebanon ond o 1omato
paste factory al Homs, Syria. In normal
times. the organizalion emplovs abowm
200, Emile’s brother, Michel, a Beiru

oraduate of 1934, is chief chemist for

Prockisi Room

the firm and a partner. In fact, three of
the four partners are graduates of the
University,

Thus the thesis of a quarter of o
century ago has developed into o large
seale new business of considerable value

to the veonomies of Lebanon and Svria.

WHAT I5 IT?

The photograph on page eight repre.

sents ]':I!L]ii re Lo 1gatuon

Al-Kharj,

This ancient irrigation system haz been

prre-UMioman

holes  near Sawdi  Arabia,

replaced by modern pumps and ditches.

DR. WALTER L. WRIGHT, JR.
De. Walter Wrizht, Jr.,

19, chairman of the Board of Trustees
of Robert Col-

lege and member

Livingston

of the Execotive
Committee of the
Board of Direct-
ors of the Near
East College As.
sociation, ITne.,

died at his home

in  Princeton,
N. L; of & heart-attack, May 16.

Dr. Wright ‘had been closely  asso
ciated  with the development of the
American
Bulletin.

Near East Society and its

\n authority on Turkey and the Near
East, Dr. Wright in 1946 returned 1o his
alma  mater, Princeton University, to
servie as Professor of Turkish Language
1935 to 1944 he
was President of Robert College and the
American College Tor Girls, Istanbul,
Turkey. He was presently a member of
the Board of Trustees of the Girls’ Cal-

ii';.li' and Admiral Bristol ii"hijihll_ He

ani ”i-!lll v. From

began his teaching career at the Ameri-
can University of Beirut.

aervied as Chiel
of the Near East Section, United States

During the war he

Office of the Coordinator of Information
and Chiel Historian of the War Depart-
ment General Staff,

Amaong the survivors are his widow,
Mrs. Katharine Hine Fenning Wright,
and two =ons, Walter L. Wright, 3rd,
angd Frederick Fenning Wright.

American
Near East Socicty

Bulletin

A society  building  mutval  understanding
between the peoples of the Near East and
America, sponsared by the Near East College
L ssod intion

Vol X No. 6

W. W. Parrox, [Nrector
6 Codar Steeet, Room 139
New York 5, N. Y.
The Bulletin of the American Near Eist

Society b5 published monthly except for July
sl Augusy

Jume, 1949

Avves M. Baney, Editor
Membership fees and chapter offices are given
on page eight,

—_—



Arnavutkiy—"Four Corners™.
near Istanbul.  Note the

YISITS L. S.

Pictured at  Princeton,
N, L, = Shayvkh Mulham-
mad Al Khalifahh of Bah-
rain anid his son Shaykh
Sulman who have come o
the United Stotes ns guests
of the Bahlirain (8l Com-
pany, They expect to visit
the pnew date industries of
California. Shavkh Salmon
is the unele of the ruling
eliiel ol Bulirmin. At
Princeton University  thes

e eollection of Arab-
ie manuscripts, (L.-r.) Dr.
Bavard Dodge, president-
emerilus, American  Uni-
versity of Beirut: Shavkh
Muhammad : Die. Philip K.
Hinti of Princeton;  and
Shavkh Salman.

This is the business section of o Bospliorus village
three-section tramear and the clocks ot right which el
when the Istanbul Terry will stop.

CONTHAST—The motor car is replacing
the horse as the mode of transportation 3
in the ilesert. A Syrinn porter teaveling “light™,

Turkizh copper artisan in his work shop.
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LEBANON HOST TO U. N. WOMEN

By Mancarer Buss LEavirr

Crowds pouring into the grounds of
UNESCO house at Beirut, Lebanon, cars

emplying their passengers, a military

guard ready to give the salute, and
finally the Minister of Foreign Affairs,
Hamid Bey Frangich, accompanied by
Dr. Jamal Karam Harfouche (an ALB

graduate and one of our finest women

doctorsl come into the large, beautiful
hall where they and the delegates from
fourteen countries take their seats, and
the Third Session of the Commission on

the Status of Women is opened.

RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED

It was impressive, this twenty-hrst of
March, 1999, to see the hall filled with
a large crowd of people, a good major-
ity of them women., For the next two
weeks the [ourteen delezates and their
advisers and consultants put in long
hours of work, reporting, discussing,
debating, drawing up resolutions, and
viding. The following are, in brief, the

maost important resolutions adopted:
All women should have thie right 1o vote,

More women  should be in the United
Nations Secretariat

Educational opportiunitics should e N
to men and women alike

These should be equal pay for equal wirk,

with no dizcrimination against sex.

® Mrs. Leavitt is the wile of Professor Leslis
Leavitt, Director of the preparatory section
of International College, Beirut, Lebanon.

Laws should be passed doing away with

conflicting  citisenship for women ol  one

LRLITTIN & |'||'II| marry  men ||’ iI1=|||IlI'I.

Married women shoold have adegquate prop
erly rights.

There wa= a greal deal of friendly
interchange of ideas: ecach delegate was
cager Lo !l'..l!l] of 4'1ll|:|jlj:|ri_- in other
countries and to hnd out how unfaver-
able conditions could be ameliorated,
But 'Ihl" nlr-rl "'ulnlr. I'||i||1';i1 from the
USSK. flanked by two interpreters and
a man from the Tass Agency, allowed
no point to get by ungquestioned, and so
many  tmes did she vote azainst a
proposition that the newspapers nick-
“La Yishinsky".

I.l"!h't""ll ’H'l'H'rlll'lE Hore UJII!III'PH!HHIIII

named her

that the Commission on the Status of
Women should subimit, at it= next ses.
sion a world wide palicy in the interest

of the Tamily and the home, 1o safe.

guard their existence and well-be
that women can avail themselves of all
the opportunities and new  openings
resulting from the attainment of equal
status in the political, ceonomie, social,
and cultural fields.

Near the end of the s

e prese

m the

ive of Syria brouglt in a

resolution arding the question of

women displaced Trom their Palestinian
that  the
repatriation  of

homes, urging Commission

advoeate  the theze
women., The Commission, however, [ell

thiz to be a political question and there-

UNESCO Honse in Beirnt, where the UN Commission on the Status of Wiemen mel,

| 6]

fore not in their gphere. They agreed
they could do ne more than “voice their
deep concern and sympathy. and ex.
press the desire lll;ﬂ I:l'lr Coneiliation
Commission would at an early date,
reach a solution of the problem in
aceordanee with the resolution of the
General Assembly™.

The delegate

ing, noon, and night,

R Wene k"]ll "'!"il'lp‘ Inarn-

They all were
struck by the beauty of Lebanon, but
suffered somewhat from the cold, be.
cause of the delayed spring weather,
Mme. Begtrup, the Danish representa-
tive, who iz also Danish Minister to
leeland, said she had looked Torward
to visiting “Sunny Lebanon™, but would
be glad 1o get back to leeland to get
warm! An unfortunate canceling of the
reservations of the delegates in Beirut
hotels =0 that the Coneiligtion Commis-
gion  could be accommodated Torced
most of the members of the Commission
o move o a hotel in the village of Aley,
at an altitude of 2,500 feet, where the
rooms  were tomblike and one
could get warm only by going to bed, if

social

then! But in spite of these inconveni-
ences, the delezates have taken away
with them to their homes, from China to
Mexico, and from the United Kingdom

to India, the pleasantest

ipressions of
Lebanon with its hospitable and friendly

Irm:}:lv.

PERSOMALITIES PRESENT

And th
made some warm  friends among  the
We shall never forget the

se of us who live here have

delezates,
feminine charm vel brilliant alertness
with which Mme. Lefapcheux of France
presided at the meetings; nor the keen
way in which Judge Dorathy Kenyon of
the United States presented resolutions:
nor the impression made on ws by the
experience  and knowledge shown by
Miss Mary Sutherland of the United
kingdom. Mme. Mihri Pekiash, grad-
wate of the American College for Girls
at lstanbul and former member of the
Turkish Parliament, had the honor of
being elected “rapportenr” ; Mrs, Menon
of India, Dr. Cevilia Zung of China, and
all the others contributed much. All of
them inspired ws with their devoted,
untiring ¢fforts o bring about condi
tions in which woman can take her place
beside man in the joint work for a

hietter world,



“APARTMENT IN ATHENS”

By Gerrrvpe Forn

I! i'- IM'" IIII¢|r'I--IIHl¢|. n[ ORI TS, [il.ll
people who visit a city for the first time
and look no further than the center, see
though the
country may be in great distress, This
i= true of Athens and of Greece,

nothing  abnormal, even

Visitors see decent apartment houses
and do not think of geing outside of the
|i|!'l|'. Tl'lf':l.' 11'r|'|1i al thl' -hllp 'nillllllh-"-?
with practically evervithing on display,
but do not observe that there are very
few Greek customers inside. They gzo to
the hotels and get excellent serviee and
all the Tood they can afford to buy. They
do not know that the cost of food has
risen so greatly that many Greeks can-
not now purchase the basic necessities
of life lor their Families.

There

Aare many i!]l.‘lr[llll"!?ll Iltrll‘il":-'- ||H!| are at-

Take the subject of housing.

tractive and modern  in

Many of them, of course, are attractive

.'I:EI‘H'!II".[]II:'J'.

and modern on the inside also:; many
are not. Plumbing mav be a sort of
|l|r||||l1,|l|.|:| ji“..l.il., and bathrooms: ol 1]||
1_”!:- we are gecustomed Lo in the L initesd
States . are sheer luxary, 1 lived [or
=omé time in an apartment honse where
I gol 4 room for 870 a month, 1 far-
nished my own linen. 1 shared the bath-
room with seven others. 1 nearly froee
becanse the heat was not turned on until

quite late in the afternoon. | never had

* MMiss Ford i= instroctor in English ot Athons

e of many open sewers in the narrow

strects of Dourghouti, the Avmenion rel-

vgee camp, only 1 minutes Trom beao-
tiful Constitution Square,

i |II|IF| al warm waler |II|I EI.IHI:IH_:_' (8]}
washing unless it was heated in o small
tea-kettle. Thi= was notl considered ex-
pensive for an American living in the
center of town, whose rent, hkely as not,
was being paid by his government; b
the presence of Americans, abviously,
has raised the rents for Greek people

whe are reduced 1o living several in a

rooim, o staying with relalives.

The modern latrine with  flush  toilets
buily Dourghouti by a foreign reliel
association.  This s only

sanitation in the entire camp.

As it s in the United States—or was

when 1 left—the rent of old wenants 1=
controlled by the Government, with the
result that they are paving practically
nothing in terms of money value today.
and the landlords are letting thieir proge
erty Tall :!II-.,|.|1__ You can't well blame
them, building and repair costs being
what they are.

Consider the rentals {or Greek i||-1-|||:1-
who hive on the |'|1!_'|' of the eitv. with
two tram or bus lares each wav. Fou
two rooms with 4 kitchen and bath in an
apartment hose, the price i= about $70,
The same space in a Llii'\..‘lli' housse,
which means sharing both bathroom and
kitchen, costs about #8530 a month. But
this iz the joke—the tenant must pay
rent for six months or a vear in ad-
vanee! The remts must be paid from
LHTERTELERT salarivs., Thi= article = |l1"i||;!
writlen al the time of the strike of moy

ernment r'r'|||||||'l|-1-_- in the city of Athens.

A Ystreet” in Dourghouti from which one

can see the elevation of the Acropolis.

Epidemics are kegt down by a liberal
s of lme onee every week,

They maintain that they cannot bring
up their families on $1.20 to 52 a day.

The visitor really should go to the
outskirts of Athens if he wants 1o see
O every side of the city it

= possible o ind what are still called

i T
housing ™,

réeflugee camps, though they have been
there sinece 1922 or =0, That was the
vear when thousands and thousands of
men, women, and children came 1o
Greeee from Turkey, Greece did o won-
derful job of absorbing these people
without too much [riction, but Greece
has pever been able o afford to take
|hl" !rru{n'!' Care u{ |!h|*1||.

Dourghouti, still almost entively Ar-
menian, is one such “eamp”. The whole
village (1 eall it this, although it is a
part of Athens) i= built along streels
litle

IIl..i"-li"I 'Iilli-d“-. (TENTRR) of liu-ru 'hil!hlﬂll

like those pictured. There are
floors. The fuct that the streets are un-
paved makes it possible to use them as
open sewers, and many have what seem
like =mall sluggish brooks flowing down
thie mddle, where the children |I|.:!'!. oan
their way to =chool. Recently, a good
public latrine was built by a foreign
reliel orgamzation, but it cannol pos
sibly meet the entire need, and the
"iumlL-l |r|u!|:||r|f.' 'uj” H!i” |||'i‘|'| 0,
Such a camp has ils picturesque value

il you don’t see how the people live,

THE COVER

Goats quenching their thirsl from an
old-sty le 'L'l.illl'!'in:_' El:l.;.' near o |||' I!I'IJ'
water wells dug by the Arabian Ameri-
can 4] Company in noerthern  Saudi

Arabia. Photo by Corsini for Araméo.
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What i= it? For the answer see page four.
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