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CHAMBER OF COMMERCE ANNUAL MEETING

The ninth annnal meeting and dinner of the American
Chamber of Commerce for the Levant was held on Friday,
Feb. 25th, at the Pera Palace Hotel, and was attended by
about one hundred and thirly members and guesis. In the
regretied absence of the Presidenl, Mr. Oscar Qunkel, Vice
President Ceorge H. Huntington sat at the head of the
U-shaped table, with the Honorary President, Consul-General
G. Bie Ravndal, on his right, and Mr. Allen W. Dulles of the
American High Comnvrission on his left.

The management of the Hotel cerlainly did themselves
greal credit by the luncheon they furnished, which was of
excellent quality and well served.

After the reading of the minutes of the previous meeting
by the secretary, Mr. W.E. Brislol, some notes sent in lieu of
his address by Mr. Gunkel were read. In these the increase
in membership was noted, in several cities, notably an in-
crease of 50 at Constantinople; also the establishing of a bureau
of infermation for all the Levant, and the membership of this
Chamber in the_Union of Chambers of Commerce here
Acknowledgemen! was also made of the indebtedness of the
Chamber to Admiral Bristol and to the Am-~ican Navy, and
of the faithful services of Mr. Laurence 8. M. .u¢, Fuelhitve
Secretary, especially in making the Levant Trad: & -cwiv a
financial success,

The report of the nowminating commiittee was presented
and adopled. The officers thus elected are: Honorary Presi-

dent, Hon. G. Bie Ravndal ; honorary Vice Presidents, E. G,
Mears of Washington, W.L. Lowrie of Athens, and G.H. Hun-
tington of Conslantinople ; President, Oscar Gunkel ; Ist Vice
President, |. W. Brown; 2nd Vice President, lewis Heck;
Secretary, W.E Rristol; Treasurer, H.R. Mandil; Auditer,
R. Schellens; Legal Adviser, ]. E. Qillespie; and thirteen
other directors besides seventeen directors-at-laipe.

Thie first speaker of the afternoon was Houn. G. Bie Ravn-
dal, who from the first has been the honorary President of
the Chamber. He paid & tribute of honor to the pioneers in
its organization, and to the three successive presidents of the
Chamber. He also mentioned some of the things the Cham-
ber has seen actually accomplished, like the direct steamslp
service lo America and the coming of an Aneiican Bank, and
the location here of a Associated Press representalive; and he
said the most pressing problem now was Lo rouse a livelier
interest in the United Stales 1n commercial prospects here,
In this connection he spoke of the hope fer a Levant House
to be established in Mew York. He claimed that whatever
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hasjbeen achieved so far has been through united, cooperative
endeavor, and said this team work oughl to be emphasized,
and every separatist tendency deprecated. In closing Mr.
Ravndal urged thal American trade in the Levant will succeed
only as long as it maintains the highest possible standard of
moralily as repards ils commercial dealings and in the qual-
ity of the goods it offers.

Il had been expected that Admiral Bristol would be pre-
sent; but in his unavoidable absence from town on a cruise
in the eastern Mediterranean, he sent a message which was
read by the secretary. The Admiral acknowledged that the
oullook was not bright, but asserted that il was always dark-
esl just before the dawn and urged that now was the time
for American firms to establish themselves in foreign arkets,
as if they wailed for normal conditions, il would then be too
lale. He urged American manufacturers to find out what the
people wanted, and then to produce those things, insizesand
brands and methods of packing as reguired by local condi-
tions. He suggesied thal the American bank and sleamer
service secured here might well be duplicated in other cities
of the Levant.

Mr. Allen Dulles, representing lhe High Commission,
spoke of the relation between the American foreign service
aud American busingis ; lie raferved to the splendid men fi:<
sont ebikees by the Unin-d States, and how (he ideq: nad ol
fered -back from winch the. wir bad becn waking s up.
Hé al our'couritry had risen in foreign opinion from
being the United Slales and classed in the U-class, through
the E-class of Elats Unis, lill now 1l was America, aud in the
A-class ; and he said the old distinction belween the diplo-
malic and the consular service was being abolished and the
Foreign Service was alive to present trade conditions, and
their predominant possibilities.

General Marlborough Churchill, formerly Director of the
American Military Intelligence service, was next called upon,
and spoke of the imlitary intelligence service abroad, and of
{he way in which its representatives and the American busi-
ness men could be of reciprocal help. He called for the co-
pperation of every business man.

The last speaker of the afternoon was Col. R. E. Olds,
European Representative of the American Red Cross, who is
here on a brief visit. Col. Olds spoke of the American Red
Cross as the mobilized aliruism of the American people ; and
lield that America had not by any means turned its back on
the European situation. In proof of this he cited three ways
in which the United States was contributing to the European
situation financially :— 1) by government loans, amounting to
len billions of dollars, which he said would some time be
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repaid, but not tll the situation cleared up; 2) by relief cred-
ils, amounting to four or five hundred millions of dollars,
much of il distributed free of charge by the ships of the U.S.
Shipping Board, and said there was litile hope of the return
of this fund ; and 3) siraight donations, through various or-
ganizations, probably amounting to another billion dollars,
nearly all of it given since the armistice, and none of 1t re-
turnable. In these ways, he said, America was perfectly sound

and meant to do her share. She would not neglect Europe
or the world.

THE LONDON CONFERENCE

The long-expected London Conference on Near Eastern
affairs opened its session on Monday morning, Feb. 21st, with
Premier Lloyd-Qeorge as chairman.  France was represented
by MM. Briand, Berthelot and St. Aulaire; Great Britain by
Mr. - Lloyd-George and Lord Curzon; Italy by Counl Sforza
and Signor De Martino; Japan by Baron Ayashi; Belgium by
Baron Moncheur. At the morning session it was decided to
summon the Oreek delepalion the same aflernoon. The date
E;II:. the plebiscite in Upper Silesia was also fixed for March

At 4 p.m. the Hellenic delepation, under (e lead of Premier
Kalogeropoulos, made known its point of view, by demanding
the complele application of the Treaty of Sévres.  The Pre-
mier declared (hat the present government was al one with
that of Mr. Venizelos as regards ils foreign policy; and thal
Cireece was in good shape to do ils part in enforcing lhe
Trealy, having a sufficient army in Asia Minor and having
no fear of successful opposition from the Kemalists.

The next day a request of the Emir Faisal to be heard
before the Conference was refused, but it was agreed Lo lisien
W IE ATAD Foplcacutaking hy Haddad Pachs

On Wednesday morning, the two Turkish delegations were
both admitled to the Conference Hall at St James Palace,
that from Constantinople being headed by the Grand Vizicr,
Tewfik Pasha, amd that from Angora by Bekir Sami Bey.
Et:‘]l in turn gave a brief address in French, that of Sami Bey
being much the longer of the two. Tewfik Pasha made three
demands; the political and economic independence under
Turkish sovereignty of the territories which have a Turkish
majority in population; the difinite regulation of the Straits
question by a special agreement between Turkey and tlie
European Powers; and (he ethnic minorities in Turkey lo be
accorded the same rights that Moslem subjects in fereign
countries are allowed,

Bekir Sami Bey followed, insisting that ilie Angora
delegation was the only one that represented the Turkish
people, though he saw no harm in the Conference hearing
the point of view of the Constantinople government. Refus-
Ing to recognize the Stvres [reaty, he declared that peace
could be restored in the Orient only on the basis of equal
trealment of the Turks; he claimed thal only lhose parts of
the Empire that were inhabited by Arab majorities should

be separated from Turkey. He also d
o apautad y emanded the freedom

The vague terms of the Turkish claims, and their failure

to refer to the sections of the Sévres Trealy, made an unfavor-
able impression, which was strengthened by the assertion ot
the Turks that they had nol had linie to prepare their slatement;
and their request that they be given iwo days 1o do so was
refused. It was allowed them, however, (o present it in beller
form the next day.

On Thursday moining the Otloman deleativn was again

“heard, and in the absence of (he Girand Vizic on acconnl of

illness, Bekir Sami Bey of Angura was the chief speaker, sec-
onded by Osman Nizami Pasha. The demands made by the
Turks weire as follows: - The restoration of the boundary of
European Turkey as in 1913 (lo include Adnanople and Kirk
Kilise J; the boundary on the southeas! belween Turkey and
the ferritory inhabited by a majority ¢f Arabs, {o be settled
by the parlies inicresied; the boundaiy betwecn Turkey and
Armenia to be thai lixed by the trealy befween the Augora
government and that of Erivan; the region of Smyma lo be
evacualed by the Greeks and to be under the full and com-
plete sovereignty ot Turkey; Turkish delegaics to be desig-
nated on the Strails Conimission; T Lish sovereignly 1o be res-
pected in judicial questions, and & commission to be consti-
tuted composed of Olloman and foieign jurisis (o draw up a
program of judicial refoims on the basis of modein princi-
ples; sufficient nulituy and naval forces lo be allowed lu
Turkey lo assure internal order and to defend lier coasts
and frontiers; the reorgamization of the pendarmeric with the
help of foreign officers; complete financial and economic in-

ﬂ:?;nsuil;:::, and the making of reparalions for damages on

LEVANT TRADKE REVIEW

~ The January number of the monthly organ of the Amer-
ican Chamber of Commerce for the Levant begins the ninth
volume, and is fully up to the standard already set. Two ar-
tmlta‘supplemcnt each other very well, --the one on the Year
1920 in Retrospect, and the other on the Poss:bilities of the
Nur Eastern Trade Field. Togelher with (licse we would
link the optimistic and consiructive article by Mr. Lews
Heck on A Fertile Field for the Proposed Fureign Trode Fi-
nance Corporation. This number also contains interesting
accounts of trade conditions is Palesline, CGrecce. and Egypt,
as well as descriplions ot the Mineral Riches of the Caucasus,
Anglo-Persian Onl, and the Coal Situslion al {":nstanlinople.
Several arlicles on conditions in America are of special value
to merchants residing here who have not otlier opportunities
to get Lhe facls about the Uniled States. Tables are given
showing the exports from Greece (0o the Uniled States during
1918 and 1919, and the expoits and imporls of Greece in ge-
neral with all countries ; also of the shipping movements of the
ports of Varna and Bonrgas during 1919 as compared with
1912, where lhe number of vessels ligs dropped fiom 1,681
and 1,437 respectively to 202 and 41 respectively, the lon-
nage being reduced lrom a total of 1,252,710 lons lo 240,497
lrfns. _The study of the 1920 census in the Uniled Slates,
given in French from the American Exporter. 15 quite in-
leresting. I'lie number contanssix o1 seven illustrations as well.
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SUCALE O FOOD PRICES IN AMKRICAN
DOLLARS FOR BETIRUT AND CONSTANTINOPLE

April —Decembear, 1920,

The accompanying table of prices of staples m Berut and
Constanlinople is based on tigures furnished by the Amen-
can Umversity i Beirut and Robert College, Constantinople.
These institutions buy in approximately the same guantily o
supply aboni the same grade of board 1o their students.  Con-
sequently we might assume that the wholesale prices quoted
would be a fairly accurale comparison.  Allowance might be
made, however, for (he possible difference in understanding
of the meaning of the classifications used. T'or cxample, the
the word “beans” may represent a larpe variely of lepumes
and jusl which vanety was purchased under that head, and so
1ecorded 1n the books, makes 1 considerable difference in the
resulting price in the table we have given.  ‘The chances of
misunderstanding are about cqual on both sides, so that in so
long a list this element may be disreparded.

We cannol overlook the variation in exchange. Prices
injBeirut;were, and still ate, quoted with tlie Egyplian piaster
as the basis.  This has temained nearly constant as relaled to
the Amencan dollar through the months with which we have
to deal. Thus, as the Syrian currency fluctuates, the prices
of commodities fluctuate correspondingly. In Constantinople,
on the contrary, prices are based on the Tur™ s wheeh
has varied very grea-ly as compared with tie © e~ dnlla-
Tn June the dollar was worlth 108 piastres, while 1n Liecomber
it rose as high as 170 piastres. The price paid by Robert

College for milk has been 40 piastres the oke for each of the
months reviewed, but its value in American money has varied
fram 37 cents Lo 25 cents when this constant price is translated
intn American currency.

Since the funds for the Near East Relief work are col-
lected and forwarded to Constantinople and Beirut in dollars,
the coinparison is accurate from the point of view of the Ame-
rican organization. [t 15 a correct comparison also from the
point of view of cach American institution carrying on work
in the Near East. But lo get the difference in cost of living
from the point of view of the nalive wage earner, we should
have to make a further comparison between the prevailing
scale of wages and these prices.

In both places the prices are far from normal. War con-
ditions still maintain to such an extent that Asia Minor is cut
off from both cenlers and food supplies cinnol come from
the rich interior sources. Moreover the Russian ports are
still closed and normal shipping has not been entering Con-
stantinople from the Black Sea. Few steamers are as yet ma-
king regular stops at Beirul.

On the whole, Beirut prices are somewhat higher than
those of Constantinople when reckoned in American money.
In hoth cites prices are coming down 1nore or less constantly
and the differences between the two cities will tend to dimin-
ish as shipping facilities become better.

For American readers the following prices in cents per
pound as reporled in the Constantinople market today (Feb-
rugy th, '021) wil' be irteresting. Flour .08, Beef .28,
Fe M), Potatoos 3%
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The following Table gives the price of each Article per oke in

American dollars,

One oke is equal to 2.8 pounds

April May June October | November | December

B e B. C. B G, B B. C. B. C.
Mutton . . . . | $239) %125 %$1.33 | §1.23 | $1.40 | §1.15 | $1.36 | §1.00] §$1.31 | $0.80 | $1.26 |$0.72
Beef . .. .| L78] 100 1,23‘ 105| 143 | 1.05] L06| 90| 93| .13 A7 65
R e e e (B (T 9 21| 21| 21| 25| 26 24| 24
4T S 63| — 59 35| 1| +.38] 52| 28] 45| 32 40| 28
Beans. . o+ 33 = 18 15 0| = 19 13 -2 A2 21 -
Lentils: . . . & A5 301 33| - 7| - 24| 321 A9 30 220 25
Chick peas . . 39 23| 39 2] 44| - M= |- 31 = 30| =
Colfee: ..« & LDB| - 1011 - 123, - 1.01| 45| 93| 41 00| .38
Macaroni . . . ST — .53| - 6| - 46| 33| 42| 30 41 .26
Cheese . .. . 896 - a7 Ji 123 J4| 200 118 187 | = 1.4 | —
Milk-. < o] 28 A 24 as] 38| AT 26 33 2] 30 231 25
Polatoes . . . AT 11 A4 .14 15 15 15 B8l .14 D7) .13 06
Olive Qil- ., . .| B87| - a8l = 108 108] 95| 96| 66| R0 631 57
Dried Apticots . | - = = | 18| 3o -] = | - 60| — A
Oranges (100) .| 2.82| - 273 - - - 196 | 4.15| L4 | - 1.56 | 1.00
Eggs per 100 .| 4.35| 284 2.83‘ 266| 276 277| 446 | 400| 411 | 573 | 3.96| 3.48
Sugar. . .. .| 61| 67| 59| 0] .T1| 74| 48| 54] 44| 53 40 34
Helva o o non s 87 75 J9| .BD| 1.04 J0 .68 65 .62 51 60 25

B. denotes Beirfit.

C. Constantinople.
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INTERNATIONAL COLLEGE NOTES

The Missionary Circle at Paradise and at Smyrna rejoice
in the certainity of rich blessing upon the Constantinople
Conference. Mr. Harlow, with Messrs, Mylonas, [atrides and
Etyemezian, expecls to leave on Tuesday for the Conference;
while Miss Pinneo is heading a delegation of young ladies
from the Institute in Smyrna. Our earnest prayers go with
them, and we intercede for even richer stores of inspiration
than have been our boon in the Paradise Conferences.

The mid-year examinations have been held during the
past week, so that chapel exercises have been suspended.
During the February Sunday services, for several years, the
chaplain has arranged for inspiring addresses on *he lives of
great men and women, Mr. Harlow gave the first address
on Miss Eleanor Chestnut of China; Mr. E. O. Jacob thrilled
and inspired his audience on Feb. 13 by an address on Sad-
hu Sunder Singh of India; Mr. Lawrence, on Feb. 20, gave a
resumé of the life of James A, Qarfield, which proved an in-
spiration and a challenge to all young men lo consecrate
their lives to high aims.  Mr. Birge will give (he fourth ad-
dress Feb. 27; on Qeorge Miller of Bristol. We would
commend this plan to our sister institutions; and we would
bespeak for them the interest and inspiration which comes
from the study of the concrete, living examples of the Spirit
of God working mightily in the world today,

The population of Paradise is increasing, for another
siranger joined the circle on Feb. 6, when John Purdon Law-
rence was born in the home of Prof. and Mrs. Lawrence. The
youth should have an exact and prompt disposition, as he is
the sixth son, born al 6 a.m. on the sixth day of the month.

Smyrna, Feb. 21, 1921 C. W.L

PHI BETA KAPPA AT BEIRUT

The Beirut Alumni Association of the Phi Beta Kappa has
revived after its long sleep during the war. It was realized
that it would have been a very difficult thing lo explain the
purposes of the society to our old governor, Azmi Bey, and
5o meetings were abandoned until last month, on the anni-
versary of the founding of the sociely, these wearers of the
Key met al the house of Dr. Adams and reincorporaled
themselves, electing Prof. Porter president and Dr. Adams
secretary.  Professor Porter delivered an address on Vocali-
onal and Cultural Education in the South. Dr Parter traveled
and visited in the south during the war while he was in Amer-
ica and studied educational questions in that part of our
country. Mr. Mac Meal and Mr. and Mrs. Bixler made the
evening doubly enjoyable with music, — piano, 'cello and vie-
lin. Oh, yes, there were refreshments and a general good
time, The wives of the members came with their husbhands.
There are two ladies members of the sociely in their own
right, Miss Margaret Mc Gilvary and Mrs. Seelye Bixler. The
following are the members with their colleges:— Rev F. W,
March, Amherst; Rev Professor H. Porter, Ph. D, D. D,

- - — Ao

Ambherst ; Rev. William Nelson, D.ID.; Amherst, Prof. W. B.
Adams, M.A., M.D., New York University; Acling President
Professor E.F. Nickoley, M.A., lllinois Universily ; Rev James
H. Nicol, M.A. Minnesola University ; Professer |.A. Brown,
M.A., B.S., Dartmouth ; Professor A.A. Bacon, M. A. Dart-
mouth; Mr. Charles Perrine, B.A., Comnell; Rev. Laurens
Seelye, M.A,, Amherst; Mr. Seelye Bixler, B.A., Awmherst;
Mrs. Seelye Bixler, B.A., Smilh; Miss Margaret Mc Gilvary,
B.A., Wisconsin Universily ; Mr. Ralph Rogers, B.A., Yale;
Mr. Charles Mac Neal, B.A., Lafayelte; Mr. Kenneth Piper,
B.A., Columbia University.

,Since its former meeling the association has lost by death
{hree inembers, Dr. Daniel Bliss, President H.S. Bliss, and
Rev. F.E. Hoskins, D.D. After the Oxford association this so-
ciety al Beirut was the first Phi Bela Kappa alumni associa-

tion to be arganized oulside of America.
W. B. A,

ROBERT COLLEGE NOTES

At College Assembly on February 18th, the Right Rev-
erend Monsignor R. Barry Doyle gave a very instructive
lecture on “Studies in the Literature of Sheriock Holmes,
with an appreciation of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle.” The
stories of the great detective are amongst those most widely
read the world over. Monsignor Barry Doyle, as brother of
the creator of the famous Sherlock Holmes, could describe
him with many interesting and familiar touches. The &u-
dience was esnecially glad to hear details of the life of Sir
Arthur Conan Doyle, not only because of their famillarity
with his works but because some of them had witnessed re- .
cently the staging of “The Speckled Band," a Sherlock
Holmes dramatizalion, by the Junior Class.

The YV.M.C.A. meeting on Feb. 20th in the Social Hall
was particularly good, as the speaker was Mr. Clarence R.
Johnson, a former tutor and now a worker in Constantinople
in the interests of the Cily Survey. Mr. Jolinson took
the story of Joseph from which to draw his lessons and em-
phasized the fact that Joseph escaped from the Pil to become
a great and good man. He pointed out that all of us sooner
or later, fall into our Pit, which often is some physical hand-
icap or unforlunate circumstance, which hampers our pro-
gress and seems to mar our lives, He tried to show how all
of us may escape from our Pit by defermination and a will
to congquer.

Mr. Ralph Harlow spoke at College Assembly on Feb.
24th on "The Three Greatest Maxims.” The College was
fortunately able to have Mr. Harlow for a lecturer as he came
up from Smyrna together with certain student delegales to
attend the large joint Y.M.C.A. and Y.W.C.A. Student Con-
ference. The Three Gireatest Maxims which he spoke on
were the words of three Great Teachers: Socrates, Marcus
Aurelius and Christ. They were respeclively, "Know Thy-
self,” “Crntrol Thyseli” and “Deny Thysell.” He explained
these at length and made a forcible appeal for young men of
righteous ideals and high principles to lead the people of
these lands to better things. ET.S
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EDITORIAL SECTION

The First Constantinople Students' Conference closed
its sessions too late on Monday for the full accounl to be
published in this issue. Our readers have herefore a treat
before them for n=xt week. For the Couference was not only
a success but a blessing ; and even the printed account of il
will be inspiring reading. [t will be no exaggeration to say
that the young people who attendcd and took part in this
gathering will always reckon it as among the mountain-top
experiences of their lives. There was nothing morbid or ar-
tificially exciting about it; but the quiet, earnest testimony
of those who spoke from deep experience will certainly be
fruitful to the deepening of character and the raising of life
above its former level. Many a young person had the pri-
vilege of service and the joy of conscious cooperation with
God in the bringing in of His Kingdom, placed before him
or her in a new and vital way; and both as individuals and
as Associations, the students of these Colleges and schools
will be permanently uplifted in consequence.

Mot everyone in America realizes, as those in Turkey
cannot but realize, that war condittons still prevail in the
Mear East. We are often told that it is no time for this, that,
or the other, till peace shall come, Mot that there is fight-
ing all the time, though there has been all too much of that,
as well ; but the restrictions and limilafions due to failure lo
make a real peace, prevent lhe resumption of normal life.
It is therefore an unexpected pleasure to see the growth of
American trade and the enlry of new companies iuto the
markets of the Near East, in spite of all obstacles. The
dinner of the American Chamber of Commerce for the Le-
vant was a revelation lo many. One cannot but be impressed
by the fact that so many firms have established themselves

already, and are waiting for the doors to open. Not to at-
tempt anything like a complete lisl, we may mention the
American Company for International Commerce, American
Black Sea Steamslup Coiporation, Uniled States Shipping
Board, American Levent Agency, Amecrican Foreign Trade
Corporation, American General Trading Company, Meri-
dional Trading Company of New York, Oriental Trading
Company of Anerica, Staudard Commercial Export and
Finance Corporalion of New York, North American Wood
Produets Corporation, Corn Products Refining Company,
Suffern Trading Co. of New York, General Motors Corpo-
ration, Brown, Welles & Co., Singe: Sewing Machine Com-
pany, S[andm. 0il Lumpany of New York, Guaranty Trust
Company of New York. Inall this expansion, — which would
make any twenly-year-old Rip Van Winkle rub his eyes,—
the American Chamber of Commerce for the Levant is doing
its full share. This youngest of the Chambers of Commerce
in this city is cerfainly not the least active aud enterprising ;
and we look for an even more beneficial extension of Amer-
ican trade with the coming of the abnormal stale (for us) of
_peace.

The table we give this week reparding food prices in
Beirut and Constantinople will be a surprise lo many, show-
ing as it does that Beirut pays more for food than even Con-
stantinople. The fable has been most carefully worked out,
on the basis of the wholesale prices paid by the two Amer-
ican Colleges, with additional statistics from other and sup-
posably equally reliable sources, However, another statement
in this same issue, quoted from Professor Kelsey's investipa-
tions while in this country, compares Constantinople with
Jerusalem and Cairo if not wilh Beirnt, and claims (hat this
capilal is the mosl expensive place io live in. It is not easy
Lo reconcile these two viewpoinis, nor are we going to at-
tempt such a reconciliation. There is one very sirong pos-
sibilily, namely thal the prices given by the experls in Beis
rut and Constantinople for the same articles may not refer to
the same grade of stuff; for there is a wide range of prices
on almost any commodity, depending on the quality. An-
other point to remember is that the excessive ¢osl of living
in Conslantinople is due to a number of causes besides food,
including exorbitant reats, transportation charges, high wages
elc. Possibly it may be found that in these respecls, Beirut
is less expensive. A comparison of workmen’s wages and
the salarics of clerks and olhers would also be interesling,
The one thing that will bring down the prices of food-stuffs
most of all, will be the opening up of Anatolia, so that the
resources of that natural store-house of Constantinople may
again be used. And the one thing that will restore commer-
cial prosperily lo this cily sooner than anything else will be
the opening up of Russia, especially Odessa, the Crimea and
the Caucasus, so that trade may be resumed. If the war con-
ditions that shill hinder this development northeastward and
southeastward could give place {o the open door, an era of
prosperity might be expected thal would save many a mer-
chant from the crash that threatens him now.
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KING SCHQOOL FOR THE DEAF, MARSOVAN

Miss Charlotte R. Willard, Principal of Anatolia Qirls’
School, Marsovan, has been attempling while in America to
raise funds for the reopening of the King School for deaf
children, which had in 1914 seventeen pupils, but whose
activities were much curtailed by the war which well-nigh
destroyed the staff of teachers. An American teacher who is
well filted for this work has become deeply interested in
it, and will probably come out to take charge of it. Under
the lead of Miss Caroline A. Yale, of the Clarke School for
the Deaf, Northampton, Mass., and Mr. A. L. E. Crouter,
President of the Pennsylvania Institution for the Deaf and
Dumb, Mi. Airy, Pa., an effort is being made to interest in
the King School all the schools for the deal in America
and their teachers, and secure confributions from them. Re-
pairs on the school building and a new equipment are need-
ed before the school can begin to function; and the cosls of
maintenance must also be provided, besides the salary of the
American teacher. The King School is the only one for the
deaf in the whole country.

AMERICAN SAILORE' CLUB

It has been a busy week with an unusual attendance, in
spite of the fact that there have been fewer ships in harbor
then usual, The wealher has made hikes and sight seeing
any thing but atiractive, the Pathé Man gave up in disgust
and has gone south planning to relurn with the sunshine.

The dinner dance in honor of Washington's Birthday
was most successful,—record atlendance and a jolly time.
Capl. Treadwell and officers presented the Club a pennant in
the name of the crew of the U.S.S. “Tracy.” Naturally there
was much enthusiasm; (he pennant is a unique addition to
our inleresting collection. The minuet was danced and was
very preitily and gracelully done,

The cinemas are exceptionally good, films direct from
America loaned by the U.S.S. "St. Louis."

The fudge and pop-corn parties ars popular and “"home-
ly" affairs.

We have had many parlies with appreciative guests, but
not any of them could quile touch the one held last Sunday
when the Club fed 60 children from the Armenian refugee
camp at Ortakeuy, They were given a meal consisting of
vegetable soup, pilaf and beef, white bread and cakes, and an
orange as they left the building. They ate until they could
eat no more. They were warm and full for at least once.
They asked if the white bread was “cake” and took away
with them the “leavings.” They were a subdued, piliful
group of children from whom all the joy of childhood had
departed, The sailors vied wilh each other in assisting.

The Mear East Committee under Miss Hastings will gath-
er and deliver the children, the Club will serve the meal;
twenty liras will feed 50 children, 'We already have ten liras
toward the next dinner. Who will add the other ten? The
meal can be served any week day.

m—

Since President-elect Harding and Mrs. Harding feel that
they can not afford an inaugural ball, the sailors of the
American Club have decided to give them one, on Salurday
March 5.

Program for lhe week :
THURSDAY, MARCH 3rd.

French classes on U.S.S. "Scorpion.”
American movies: "Over Niagara Falls."

FRIDAY
Sight seeing, Selamlik and Dervishes (from Top-
hané.)
Special Party.
SATURDAY

Shopping and Sight seeing, Stamboul
“Inaugural Ball" and Supper.

SUNDAY
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10:30
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Church parties.

Special Hike (weather permitting.)
Concert and Supper.

Sunday Sing and Service

MONDAY

French classes on U.5.5. “Scorpion.”
American Movies.

TUESDAY

285

32

2

Usual dance.
WEDNESDAY

Sight seeing lo Slamboul.
Dinner for Refugee Children of N.ER.

Dancing class for beginners only,
_Special party.
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THE BURNT AREAS OF CONSTANTINOPLE

(By Prof. F. W. KELSEY of Univ. of Mich.
in Art and Archeology.)

OFf the total area of Stamboul, the most ancient part of
Constantinople, and still the heart of the city, approximately
one-fourth hasbeen burnt over within the past twelve years,
and lies unrestored and desolate. This estimate is based upon
official data. The total area of Stamboul which has been
built upon is reckoned at 8,500,000 square metres; the burnt
areas— making no account of isolated small fires—aggregate
2,089,000 square metres,

East of Stamboul lies the quarter of Qalata, separated
from it by the Golden Horn. Above Qalata, on the crest of
the height, is Pera, the European quarter. Though these and
the other sections of Constantinople east of the golden Horn
contain a larger proportion of modern buildings, their des-
olated bumnt areas are neverlheless conspicuous.
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The destruction has been caused by a series of seven
great conflagralions. The first of these desolaled the area in
Stamboul belween the Shehzade and Fatih mosques. It
started on August 26th, 1908, and destroyed 1500 buildings.
The second great fire commenced July 24th, 1911, belween
the Bible House and the War Department, leaped across
the War Department square, and burned 2463 buildings.
The following day a large part of Balat, a Jewish quarter on
the Golden Horn, was burned over. Another arca between

St. Sophia, the Hippodrome and the Marmora, was burned
June 3rd, 1912

The largest burnt area in Pera is that near the forimer
Prussian Hospital. The fire started July 26th, 1915, a short
distance south of the German Embassy, and spread southward
roughly paralleling the shore of the Bosphorus. It consumed
1400 buildings, The most recent fire on the east side of the
CGolden Horn broke out on June 21st, 1919, in Kassim Pasha,
above the Admiralty,

The most fearful conflagration of all commenced on
June 13th, 1918, on the Stamboul side above the inner bridge
and cleared a broad strip from near the edge of the OGolden
Horn southward over the peninsula through the leart of
Stamboul, It destroyed 8,000 buildings and left desolate
1, 100, 000 square metres, slightly more than one eighth of
the entire area of Stamboul devoted to buildings. These
areas of destruction by fire give to Conslantinople an ap-
pearance in some respects resembling that of European ci-
ties which were parlially destroyed in the war. There is, how-
ever, this difference. In the war-wrecked cities of Europe—
with some exceptions—walls of buildings are slill standing;
In Constantinople there are whole blocks in which so little
stone or brick was used that one looks across an al-
most open space.

The fires have had their origin in a variety of causes.
The first is the failure to enforce suitable building regulations.
Leaving out of consideration the mosques, Covernment
buildings and homes of the wealthy, the great majorily of
the shops and houses in Stamboul, and a smaller proportion
in the quarters east of the Golden Horn, are wretchedly built.
Though the roofs may be covered with tiles, wood has been
so extensively used that the fire hazard in many places is
greater than in the average American frontier town, because
the streets are so much narrower. Fire-nests, consisting of
groups of unpainted and run-down wooden buildings, may
be found within a block of the two principal streels of P.ra,
the Grand'Rue and the Rue des Petits-Champs. The fire
protection is, moreover, entirely inadequate, One hears
sirange stories, (oo, about the methods of the firemen under
the old regime. These | have not been at pains to verify,
and verification would be difficult; but I am told that the
point of view of the firemen is about as follows: - It is the
will of Allah that this place be burned, else the fire would
not have started. The owner would lose all his effects if we
did not rescue them. If we take them for ourselves, therefore,
it will be no loss to him, and we need the proceeds because
we cannot get enough to live on in any other way. Since the
fireman's first duty, as he concejved it, was to himself, his

main efforls were directed lo salvaging, with the right lo
dispose of everything which the vwner and his friends could
not carry away in their own hands. The fire meanwlile was
apt lo run ils course, unless sufficient baksheesh was
forthcoming or some public building was in danger. A
long-time resident of Coaslantinople informs me {(hat he
has seen firemen in front of a bwining bwlding stand idle
while bargaining with the owaer in regard lo the amount to
be paid them in case they should put out the fire.

Mear the beginning of the war, when the Germans took
charge of affairs in Constantinople, a wore efiicient fire
departmant was inslalled, with modemn apphiances. Never-
theless, by comparison of dates it will be seen that lwo of the
worsl eonflagrations have accomplished Ihelr work of des-
Luchion since 1914,

In regard to the origin of lhe recent fires there is no
lack of sinister rumors. But it is not necessary to attribute
them fo an inceadiary onigin . They have all taken place in
the summer, when the heat of the sun makes the houses as
dry as tinder. Popular report has it that fire- alarms thicken
when the fruit of the egp-plant comes into markel; this is
fried in oil, which, carelessly used, may easily slart a blaze
in a small wooden kitchen; though of course the use of oil
in cooking is not confmed lo any season. However, the
burnt areas run in a general direction north and south.
An insurance expert infoims me that all the great fires start-
et at the north end of the devastated zones, and were driven
southwards by the north wind, which here blows strongly in
the aflernoon of a large proportion of summer days. “The
recent fires,"he said, “are all due to acewdent and 1o & lack of
water for putting them out as they were starting.”

The same expert is authorily for the slalement that be-
fore the war the burning of single buildings or small groups
of buildings was for a lime systematically practiced by an
organized gang of criminals who, forming an alliance with
the police, placed heavy wsurance and started fires in order
to collect it. One is not surprised to learn that at the pre-
senl time the rate of insurance in Constantinople is twice as
high as in Paris for the same classes of buildings. ;

. Almosl nothing has been done i the way of re-building.
Several causes have contributed lo this result. In the years
preceding the preat war, conditions in Turkey were much
disturbed, first by revolution and then by the lalian and
Balkan wars. In the meanlime the cosls of materials and
consiruction have so increased that according to the eslimate
of an expert aboul half the owners of the real estale in the
fire swept districls are quite unable to raise the money needed
for rebuilding. But if the requisite capital were at hand, it
is by no means certain that rebuilding would now be resum-
ed, because of extreme uncertainly in regard to the future

administralion and development of the cily, and the lack of
a definite plan.

The destruction of habitations in Constantinople has
been accompanied by a notable increase in population. No
exact statislics are available, but the city Is crowded with re-
fugees and foreigners, and while the population has increased
some 30%, or more, its housing accommodations have been
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reduced, on a conservative estimate, at least 15% below the
total of 1908. The congeslion of living and of street traffic
is almos! unbelievable lo one who has not come into  direcl

contacl with il. : ; K
In consequence Constantinople, instead of being, as

times past, one of the cheapest cilies in the world (o live in,
is now more expensive lhan any ofber capilal that | have
visited in recent monlhs; to be specific, living is here more
costly than in London, Paris, Athens, Rome, Bucharesl, Sofia,
Damascus, or evell Jerusalem or Cairo. [n whal degree the
high cost of living is due to profiteering [ do not kmow ; bul
it is nol necessary to atiribule il wholly lo this in view of
the demand for quarters to live in and (he culling off of the
supplies ordinarily biought i from Asia Minor. The Turk-
ish Mationalisls have had contrul of the country east of the
Bosphorus to within a comparalively shorl distance of the aity.

From the poiut of view of {(he future, the burned areas
of Constantinople are an assel of incomparable value and in-
terest. The greal [ires of the last cenlury in American cities
furnish no proper parallel. These cities were of modern
growth with broad and repular sireets, and in mosi cases had
an adequate syslem of sewers and waler mains,  With e
exceplion of a comparatively small area, therefore, il was
possible in rebuilding to follow the lines of the old streeis.
Here in Constantinople, on the conirary, one finds almost
virgin soil for cily planming. In the unburnt portions of the
city & large part of {he construclion still remains of the flim-
siest character, and lhe development of public ntilities is far
behind the requirements of the population.

If only a far-sighted and liberal public policy can be
worked out and given legal sanclion, it piesenis (he most
extraordinary opporiunity of the ages to build a meliopolitan
city in the light of the experience and knowledge which the
centuries of civic development, and the recent decades of in-
tensive study of cily planning, place at the service of the

expert. . :
This is an age when the resulis of past experience are in-

ereasingly ulilized by enlightened peoples in dealing with
large problems of this character. But it is also an age which
more than any other has reduced the study of human oigins
to a science ; by means of investipalion and inteipretation pf
the remains of man's handiwork, it is laying (he foundation
for a more intelligent analysis of modern issues through the
knowledge of what man has aimed al and has accomplished
in the past. Human hands have wrought on the siie of
Stamboul since the seventh century before Chrisl, and on the
site of Oalata since the third century befare Christ.

It would be a crime against science if the rebuilding of
Constantinople should be commenced withoutl strict regula-
tions in regard lo the recording and conservation of all data
of historical and archaeological interest revealed by excava-
lions for streets and buildings. In all building operatious
arrangements should be made to unearth, under scientific
direction, the sites where digging for any purpose should in-
dicate the presence of material of historical or archaeological
value. Under suilable regulations the scienlific exploration
of the site could be carried on along will the building ope-
rations in a way not to delay or impede consiruction.

(In closing his article, Professor Kelsey suggests (hal, as
the local government and the European Powers will have so
ney other problems o handle, and will hardly essay this
[ask, the American Institute of Arclutecls, or lhe American
Federation of Arls, should 1ake sleps 10 sccure a conference
(o altack the problem i an effective way, perhaps later en-
listing Finopean cooperalion as well. The suggestion, as he
stales, has the sympathy of Rear-Admiral Brislol.)

'HE LOCAL PREBS

The Turkish daly Vakil says:— "The firsl article of the
program of demands presenied (o the Conference by our de-
legates claims for (he Tuiks equality with the alher penples
in he realm of wlernational law, m other words, the recog-
nition of the Turks as a nation  In tenily, the Sévres Treaty
has taken away [rom us the rights and prerogatives of an in-
tlependent nalion, after having detached from Tutkey ler
richest regions, like Arabia, Syria and Mesopolammia. Nol
only so, but il has even taken away from the Turks the rights
enjoyed by the subjects of foreign povernments res:iding in
Turkey. Thus the Trealy takes on the form of a court sen-
tence condemmng  both the State and the Ottoman subjects
to the loss of their civic righls. We may mention a few of the
rights lost in the Sévres Trealy:—(1) The zone of influence
given lo the Commission on (he Straits is so vast, and the
execulive powers conterred on it are so preat, that the rights
of the Cenlral Governmenl, obliged to act side by side with
the Commission, are limited lo simply the 1ight of residence,
(2) The same powers are given to the Commission of Finan-
cial Control, composed of British, French and [Ilalian dele-
pates. One clause in this parl stipulates that no modification
can be made in the Budget by Parliament without the consent
of this commission of contrel. (3) The military clauses re-
duce Turkey to the condilion of a man who is forbidden to
carry arms, and they deprive the State of the means necessary
{0 maintain securily in the inlerior and to defend its frontiers.”

The Peyam-Sabah says:-"Telegrams giving the tirst
impressions and afflictions 1esulting from the meeting of the
delegations from Angora and from Constantinople with the
London Conference, have come lo us from various sources.
We observe first, that it is regretiable that® Bekir Sami Bey,
both by the way he presents himself before the Conference
and by {he way he talks aboul the Turkish demands, saying
that only the delegation over which lie presides is authorized
la represent Turkey, has prevented an understanding between
the two delegalions. So that even at {his momentous hour,
it has not been possible, even in Lhe very presence of the
enemy, lo show a united front; and this is nothing short of
criminal, We observe secondly thal one of our contempora-
ries pubhslied the statement that Tewfik Pasha, out of palri-
otism, had lefi the defence of the Turkish cause o Lekir Sami
Bey. We are sure the Grand Vizier is incapable of such
disgraceful conduct. Through the exchauge of lelegrams
with Moustafa Kemal, Tewfik Pasha knows what sort of people
the Angora nationalisis are, and he would never debase him-
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self by commitling lo a delegate of that government the de-
fence of our nalional rights. In the third place, some of our
people are rejoicing that Bekir Samn Bey has pot ahead of
Tewtik Pasha. Ewven il we admit that this is true, we fail to
see what we gain by this. The Grand Vizier is abundantly
capable of fulfilling the mission on which he has been sent,
which cannol be said of the Angora delepates.  Fourthly, we
observe thal, as always, these fellows are indulging in glil-
tering generalilies. The demands (he Angora delegales have
formulated deal in indehmite phrases from beginning to end.
For instance, the demands of Moustafa Kemal as to the aho-
lition ol the eapilulations need something more than a stroke
ol the pen ; we cannol make such a demand without offering
the Entente Powers the necessary guaraniees, Then too, the
question of the freedom of the Strails is so complicated a
question that for nearly a cenlury no solution lias been tound
forit. Dmshorl, our first impressions may be summed up
thus:—In regard to the preparation of a defence, (he wo
delepalions are weak, and we fear this weakness will be falal
for us. Our detence is along lwo lines, polilical and lechni-
cal; and our deficiencies in each are great."”

NOTES

The U.S.5. "St, Louis™ with Admiral auid Mrs. Brislol on

board, left Counstantinople Feb. 21st on a crmise to the coasls
of Syria and Egypt.

- =" The Kemalist government has decided to build a ra.lroad
between Samsoun and Sivas, the necessary funds o be raised
by an internal loan of Lig- 19,000,000. This loan, it is stated

by the Greek and Armenian papers, is being raised by com-
pulsion.

The Cireek transallantic steamer “Megali Hellas,” of 18,000
lons displacement, leaves Constantinople today for New York.

Mehmed Ali Bey has been appoinled Prefect of the City
in place of Yousouf Razi Bey.

Mr. Bedros Halladjian, formerly Minister in the Otloman
Cabinet, who has been in Swilzerland for some time, returned
loe Conslanlinople last week, He has heen asked by the

Ottoman Public Debt (o resume lhis position of legal
counsellor.

LECTURES AT THE LANGUAGE SCHOOL,
SCUTARI

March 3, 34 pM. al Y. W. C. A, Personnel House, Taxun.
Dr. C. F. QGates, of Robert College:
“The Vital Forces of Islam: The Koran.”
March 4, 10 A.M.
Mr. Arthur Baker:
“Abdul Hamid and Yildiz."
March 7, 10-11 A.m.

Dr. George Q. Deaver, of the Y.M.C.A,;
"Recreation in Instilutional Life,”
March 7, 3-4 p.M.. at Y.W.C.A. Personmel House Taxim.
Dr. C. F. Gales, of Robert College :
“The Vilal Forces of Islam: The Moslem ldea of
Cod."
Mareh 9, 10-11 A.M.
Jenab Shehabbeddin Bey:
“Turkish Lilevature, 11"
March 9, 3-4 P.M | at Y.M.C.A. Personnel House, Taxim.
Dr. C. T. Gates, of Roberl College :
“The Vital Forces of Islam : Al Ghazzali."
March 11, 10-11 A M,
Mr. C. T, Rigps: “The Balkan Situation.”
March 11, 34 P.M., at Y. W.C.A. Personnel House, Taxim,
Dr. C. F. Gales, of Roberl College :
“Turkish Influence in Islam.”

CONSULAR COURT OF THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA, CONSTANTINOPLE

Citation For Probate.

I do hereby monish and cite all and all manner of persons lo appear
in the Consular Court of the United Stales of America sl Conslantinople
on (he mineteenth day of March A D. 1931 at three o'clock in the afternoon
anel show cause, if any they have, why the lesi will and testament of Mer=
edith Hart, deceased, should nol be proved, approved and registered, and
letlers executorial theieof granted unfo Arthur 5. Bedell, named therein,
us in defanll thereof, the Court will pioceed to grant the same accordingly.

. BIE RAVHNDAL,
Consul General of the Uniled States
of America
Judge of the Unlied States
Consular Conrt.

JIAIG NIGHAN HLAGOP ANDONIAN

A 1—2 Noradounguian Ham, Galata
REAL ESTATE

Management, Sale, Purchase, Lease,
Mortgages.

INSURANCE

Agents of the “SUN Insurance
Office.”

Telephone: Pera 448
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SUNDAY BERVICES March 6, 1921
DuTtcH CHAPEL, 11 a.m. Cap. Houslon.
RoBeRT CoLLeag, 11 a.m. Rev. F. H. Black
Cons/PLE CoLLEOE 11 aan. Mr. Clarence R. Johuson
MEMORIALCHURCH 10.15 am. Rev. R. F. Borough

FOREIGN EXCHANGE, March 1st
(Values 1 paper liras)

DEllar i< =55 o 1.49 b [/ 0.35%
Pound slerling . 5.85 20 marks. . .+ . . 0.48
20francs . . . . . 218 20kronen . . . . . 0,04
o, | {1 SR 1.11 Gold lirke o « = » 6.01
20 drachmas . . . 2.25

LATEST NEWS

To meet the demand which our cus-
tomers have placed on our Tailoring De-
pariment we have had to move the same
to the 4th floor.

The floor which our late Tailoring De-
partment occupied has been taken over by
our Manchester Coltons and Irish Linen
Department, which is now on a large airy
floor and certainly the largest one in Con-
stantineple.

We trust all our friends will visit us
in our new developments,

BARER L
TEG AMEBICAN MERCAANT TAILOR

Has moved to
Move attractive gquarters

370 Crand' Rue de Pera.

in
MEIDANDJIK, KUTCHUEK TURKIA HAN
Second floor
{Mext to Kenadjian Han)
Opposite’ Turkish Post Office, Stamboul
Phone. Stamboul 1951,

JACOB TURTCHOUNIAN

GUARANTY TRUST COMPANY
OF NEW YORK

The COMSTANTINOPLE OFFICE is a complete BANK
equipped (o accept deposits, make collections, buy and sell
Foreign Exchange, finance the movements of merchandise
and to offer all forms of Banking service.

Iis International Trade Service is at the disposal of eus-
tomers and approved business men, for matters of Trade In
formation.

The Constantinople Office is in close touch with the
Offices of the Company and has al its disposal the resources
and facilities of this world wide organizalion.

YILDIZ HAN,
Rue Kurekdjiler,

GALATA
Telephone: PERA 2600 (five lines)
Cable Address: GARRITUS

NEW YORK LONDON LIVERPOOL
PARIS LE HAVRE BRUSSELS

Paid up Capital and Surplus « « « « « « « § 50,000,000

Total Assetsmorethan . . . .+ . + « « = & $500,000,000

CUNARD LINE

Regular Service of cargo steamers
from Constantinople to London, Liverpool,
Antwerp, New-York & Boston.

Also Passenger service from the
Piraeus to New-York.

For rates, etc,, apply to -

WALTER SEAGER and Co. Ltd.
Tchinili Rihtim Han, Galata.

Printed by H. MATTEOSIAN, Constantinople.



