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At Present

Nature smiled at the opening of the
sixty-third year of the Awmerican Schools
in =amokov this fall and produced several
wecks of incomparable weather— weather
to be found only in the clear air of this

altitude of 3000 feet. To the south tower

table homesick among the new ones sooe
conform to the gl:rltr:'tﬂ tone, and after the
reception in their honor little 15 seen or
heard of any desire to leave.

The total enrollment is 301, of whom
136 boys serionsly strain the capacity of
the 'Hu}m‘ School, while 165 ;__'fil'lﬁ are
possible only by renting a large building
adjoining their

the peaks ot the
Rila range to
the height of
9000 feet, on T i
which thefresh | %5 &

gnow shimmers

in the morning
sun above the
mist - streaked
valleys, and
with the deep-
ening  colors
on the

tain  side tell

o=

us that the se-
rions work of
the year is at
hand, The students g;l.t]l.{*l' from all fuar-
trom Macedonia  and

ters of Bulgaria,

from as far away as the Caucasus, and
giuch is the jollification on reaching the
familiar campus and in meeting old friends
that it Week

m an Ameriean town. Kven the few mevi-

reminds one of Old Home

THE PFLAYGROUND OF

end of the cam-
s,

With the
of Mr.

Ostrander, who:

return

resumes lis
work as prin-

cipal  of the
Boys' Sehool,
Mr. Rowland
remainsg as
of the
English depart-

lhhead

ment, Dr. Has-
kell has charge

of the religious
conrse. and

FHE HOYS' SCHOOL

Mr, Stearns, newly-arrived, makes the fourth
.‘.]Hﬂ't'i{'ﬂ-" il 1||I:‘ ti!:"_'h'i”:_l" fL]I'i_'i!. ']11"‘“ th‘.‘ Ii“l'
j_.;'i\!'i&l:ll:i l‘irtll|rh'h' the |u=i‘:=n1bl'u.'| ol the HH}'S'
School. The Girls' School is fortunate in hav-
ing this vear the services of seven American
teachers and eight Bulgarians, so that the

combined 1(3':[1:|1h|;1‘ torce consists of 29



men and women, of whom 11 are Ame-
mican and 18 Bulgarian.  Experience lias
shown the advisability of having some of
the classez contain both boys and  girls,
so that an intm'rh:-ltl;fl‘ ot teachers between
the two schools is fl‘l’ljlllﬂlt. A school
phivsician makes his daily round, supple-
menting his work at intervals by lectures
un |1_1..';_-:il.-a|.n, while a nurse in each school
attends  to  minor disabilities and ecarries
aut his orders,

For years one of  the aims of our
schools has been to give the English
kngnage a more important place than was
possible under the government carriculum.
During 1921, the nliﬂsimm!‘}' representative
of the school in Sofia. the late Mr. Wood-
ruff, seriously and insistantly took up  the
matter with the Minmister cf Education.
with the result that in May of that year
perluisﬁiun was grantcd 1:_'!.' the government
to teach all subjects in English with the
exception of Bulgarian language and liter-

ature and Bulgarvian history and geography..

Because of the small amount of English
at the command of the stodents. it was
nnpossible to troduce sueh a program at
ence, but by emphasizing the study of
the language to the extent of 12 hours a
week in the beginning  elass it is  hoped
that within a few vears our ideal will be
realized.

As the government is adding largely
to the number of its grade schools, there
s less pressure on us to meet that need,
so the three classes preparatory to  high
school are being dropped, one a year, till
only five will remain, corresponding, as
mdicated above, to the four high school
years plus one of college work, which is
the requisite for entrance to a  Buropean
aniversity. The government has given the
supreme test of confidence in our institu.

tions by permitting not only the enlarge-
went ol the Enghsh department but by
giving a free hand in  the corficulum,
which may now be laid down on the hest
Ameriean lines—always adapted to Bulga-
vian conditions and needs. .

This great opportunity, however, is
met by an ‘cquipment nearing the conclu-
sion of a half_century of wear and tear.
Chimneys  lean. walls bulge. floors sag,
and in spite of constant repair we live in
fear that the government inspector may
actually clogse us down as unsate: The
increasing tide of applicants forces us to
refuse each wvear as many new students as
we can aceept. A corporate member of the
American  Board, after visiting the school
this snmmer, wrote to his collengues, “The
buildings and plant are well-nigh a ruin
and a disgrace to the Board.” The beautitul
new site on the ontskicts of Sofia, however,
gives us strength to strugele on a little
longer amid present inconveniences and
limitations, firm in the faith that the friends
of the Samokov schools will not fail them
in their time of greatest opportunity  and
lience of greatest need.

Che Boys' School in the Past

Jun the middle of the nineteenth eentury
Bulgaria was an almost anknown name in
western Fuorope and America, as the nation
had practically lost it indentity through
guhjugation to the Turks. But American
missionaries in Constantinople saw attractive
possibilities in this down-trodden race, und
in the late fitties religions work was begun
among them under Methodist and Congre-
g:lﬁmml uuspivvs-

Just about this time an English
lady, Miss Marston, ottered to give ¥300
sterling for the education of Bulgarian



boys, and the missionaries of the Awerican
Board in Bulgaria were asked to undertake
the work. This was a very inviting field
to enter, for the Bulgarians had shown,
even in those dark days of political and
religions oppression, a passionate longing
for education and a readiness 1o make
great sacrifices to obtain it
sionaries at once embraced the offered -
portunity, and, in Octoher

So the mis-

1560, lllli‘lh‘ll
a school at Philippopolis, attended at first
by two pupils and later in the year by
tour.  There was no special building; the
pupils lived with the missionaries and did
their school woik in one of their large
rooms, paying

This was a period of great political
In 1876
oceurred the insurvection ngainst the Turks

('1[';“"“1{"]'; “]'I[_l I'.i;"lil":l]. (‘l'llll}g’ﬂ::.
and the subsequent massacres which se
shocked the western world end  aroused
IIIIE‘ I'llltﬂl_l{!lﬂ"" 'IIHli’_l'lH“ilJl] i"‘l :1.11-'.- {= Iiuiﬁhj“(‘.'a
Then eaine the Russo-Turkish war, with the
tinal defeat of the Turks and the liberation
of i ulraria. A new era had dawned, and
it seemed neeessary to i'hilllgt' the charae-
ter of the American School. A graduoal ex-
tension of the course has followed, culmina-
ting in the adding of the Sth class, with a
diploma recognized by the government.
It has alwavs been the eftort of the
: school to  de-

their way by |
various kinds
of manual la-
bor. There
were practi-
cally no text-
books available
in  Bulgarian,
80 the mission-
aries were com-
pelled to meet

: velop mdustry
and  self-rel-
anee  in its
Many,
many of thewm

pupils.

have been ex-
tremely  poor.
Bome  walked
long, weary
listances to
get to the

this need, Dur-
ing the long
vacations the students were sent out on
tours in pairs to circulate the Bible aud
other Christian literature, — a timely and
welcome aetivity because of a renewed in-
terest among the people in the suppressed
and half-forgotten Bulgarian language. The
school continued to grow, until at the end
of nine years it numbered over thirty; but
in 1863 it was temporarily elosed.

Work was resumned in Stara Zagora. hut
this L'itj.' pl‘u'ﬂ*ﬂ to he very II[I]H'F'IIII!_\' b=
cause of malarial marshes, and after a vear
the school was removed to Samokov, a
city with fine water and a Lealthy elimate.

THE FIRST HOME OF THE SCHOOL AT EAMOKOV

school and
arrived penni-
less, but with sueh a firm determination
to get wn eduocation that thu:.' wWere l'uu:']jr‘
to do any kind of work and accept any
conditions  of living it they could only
be received as students. Such were not
disappointed, and many of them not only
proved to be very satisfactory scholars in
the school, but later on graduated from
Harvard, Yale; ]’I‘i:lu':*lun. Hamilton, and
other American collewes.  For the henefit
of such boys, all the work connected with
the school which eould possibly be entrusted
to them was puat into their hands, Ir["lu..l:.r
cared for the buildings and grounds, they



sawed, chopped. and carried wood, they
dug and planted gardens, they  carcd for
the horses and cows of various tamilies.
But such sources of work proved only too
ill“l’lﬂfl“:l‘[‘ f[]l' Il'l{f nerous HIP‘E!I;:_‘E“IIQ.,
and to meet the growing need, Dr. and
}II'ﬁ. li{:llﬁl'. “”l] I“tl"l‘ I:']'. Hi"gﬁh"l'}' ::I.IH'I
Mr. Thomson. founded and developed two
industrial shops in the nature of a self-help
departinent. In 1885 a printing ottice was
begun in a very humble way, which later
ﬂm'elupuﬂ until it was able to handle not
only the printing necessary for the schools
but also the publications of the Mission,
including tracts, religious books, texthooks,
hymn books and even parts of the Bible,
Here, under the divection of skilled super-
intendents, scores of hoys and young men
have worked in their tree time, and have
both helped to a very considerable degree
to support themselves in the school and
obtained a  knowledge of a  profitable
trade, which has been of great practical
value to them later on in life. Likewise
the carpentry shop, established the follow-
g year (1886), has been of great service,
both in making and repairing furniture for
the school and in keeping the buildings in
vepair and also in helping and  teaining
the vouths who have worked in it Many
times the annual exhibit of the handiwork
of the pupils has been the subject of well-
deserved admiration and praise.

When, in 1878, the Turks letr town in
areat numbers, a site of about four acres was
obtained in the center of the eity on the
main street, and here the corner-stone of
the first school hll[h]ing was laid in 1879,
Then eame the building for the industrial
department  and another  accessory  one,
while the “new” building was begun in
1890 and erected with the aid of the
students. both finaneial and manual, [t is

substantially construeted of hrick and stone,
and aside from a dormitery and  several
classrooms contains a large, attractive stody-
hall and assembly room used for public
lectures and entertainments, and also houses
the boarding department.  Besides theso
four buildings, devoted exclusively to the
needsof the school, there are also missionary
residences in the same compound, or campus,
which have heen called upon many times to
accommodate an overflow of students.

Such, in briefest outline, is the history
of the American School for Boys durving
the past 62 years. The constant aim and
effort have been to give the students a
thoro educational  training combined with
practical moral and religions instruetion,
to encourage them to have a personal and
vital faith in Christ, and to prepare them
to zo out into the world as useful citizens
among  their  people, — sound - thinking,
conscientious, industrious, and independent
in spirit.  Almost without exception, the
preachers of the churches in the Bulgarian
and Macedonian fields of the Mission have
received their  general and  theological
training, in whole ov in part, in this school,
while scores of other pupils have taken
positions of prominence and trust as lawyers,
merchants, and army
These men, both preachers and
layinen, have been active and effective in
initiating and supporting social, moral, and
country,

doctors, teachers,
officers,

religions reforms  thruout the
recoguized as
sterhing and conscientious eitizens, with a

snd in general have been

stamp peculiarly their own.

The school has drawn its students
trom all parts of Bulgaria and Macedonia,—
from the borders of Albania to Varna and
the Dobrudja, and from Vidin on the
Danube to Dedeagach on the Fgean.
During its three score years it has shared



the nation’s varied and ever-changing
experiences in this troubled part of the
world,—the blight of subjugation to a for-
eign tyranny, the exultation of liberation
and victories, the horrors and sufferings of
massacres, insuercetion, war., and famine,
and pride and satistaction i the many
really
Peasant State during its forty years of
freedom.

Today the school stands high in the
esteem and even in the affection of the
people and the otficial classes, who, know-
ing what it has done in the past in spite
.of many
to do even greater things for the country
in the years that lie before it.

remarkable  achievements of the

limitations, wish and expeet it

Che Future

The American Schools at Samokov
are standing today at the threshold of
a new era in their history. The removal
of both schools (Boys" and Girls’) to Sofia,
the capital, has definitely been decided upon
and approved by the two missionary boards
A splendid new site
of 100 acres, lying five miles outside the
city, has been found. The negotiations for
‘he purchase of this site have not yet been
completed, but are progressing very satis-
factorily. We lLope to be able to announce
early in the new year that the site is
definitely onrs.
well as in every other contact which the
schools have recently had with the govern-
ment, the authorities—trom the King and
Prime Minister down—have proved them-
selves extremely friendly and eager to help.

which support them.

In these negotiations, as

Why move?  Because, despite all the
natural beauties of its situation, Samokov

158 no longer a strategic place for an Ame-

rican  mizsion  sehool, and  beeanze  our
buildings are in a state of snch delapidation
and overcrowding that a new school plant
15 a positive necessity in any  event. If
t!l[‘l'f"fﬂrl_'.l Wi st 1"“1’1!.’ COTIIOn Binso
urees moving to a more central  location,
When, in 1872, the schools were
loeated at Samokov, there were no, rail-
roads anywhere in  Bulgarvia. Sofia  was
a down-in-the-heel Turkish wvillage, — a
strageling collection of mud houses.  With
the coming of the railroad, however, and
the transfer of the capital, Sofia has become
in fifty years the intellectnal and eultural
Meanwhile,
Samokov, with no rvaillway anywhere near,

center of the whole country.

has merely marked time, and is now an
isolated mountain town ot 10,000 mhahi-
Hence the
desirability, sinee we must build fanyhow,

tants, with little cultural lite.

of moving to a more central and stimulating
loeation.

The new site. The site for which we
are negotiating lies out in the open country
on a bluff facing Mt. Vitosha, which rises
to the south of Sofia,
north-west is seen the capital, the golden

Five miles to the

dome of its splendid new cathedral gleaming
in the sunlight. Across a  broad, fertile
valley to the north, and extending eastwarid
as far as the eyve can reach, strotehes the
magnificent Balkan range, the Stara Planina,
as the Bulgarians lovingly ecall it.  Here,
amid the still beauties of Nature, where
the clamor of the city cannot reach, we
American

dream of  building  a model

school for this sturdy Balkan people.

Is it not teo far from the city? We
think not. A railroad is expected to run
close by the site in the near future. This
and the school auto will bring the cultural
advantages of the city within easy reach.

On the other hand, the city is far enongh



away so that our boys and girls will be
protected from its distractions. It i3 not
our purpose to receive day-pupils from the
eity. We shall be a boarding school,
gimilar in this rvespect to some of our best
American  preparatory schools  which are
located away from the cities.

What sized schoul arve we planiing for?
Speaking only for the Boys' School (the
next number of our news letter will be
devoted especially to the Girls' School),
we are planning to  provide dormitory
accommodations for 200 boys. We do not
believe in large numbers. We prefer to
eoncentrate on a smaller number of pupils,
and to bring to hear upon them all the
good influences at onr  command, rather
than to spread our intluence thin, so to
speak, over a larger number.

IWWhat qrade will the sehool he? The
Boys' Behool will be a full “eymnasiom”
course of five years, corresponding to our
High School course plus the first year of
college.  The first three years will be a
general  course  with the
required of all.

same  subjects
For the last two years
it is probable that we shall otter the students
a choice of the f-:nlluwiug courses: (1) an
academic course, emphasizing the humanities
(2) a scientitic course, leading to engineer-
gz, medicine, ete., and (3) a business and
commercinl course,

What is owr aim?  What kind of ovad-
propose  to turn out? Ile

aid wwell-cquipped  intellectund,

uates do  we
aeme o lari
moral, and  spivitwal  leaders for Bulgarie.
Everything else is secondary and subsidiary.
We want a model school |rhllll., but urlt:}-'
to help us tarn ont Christian leaders for
the country. We want the very best
teachers available — both  Ameriean and

Bulgarian — but only because without

them we cannot train our boys to be
leaders. If we fail to produce such leaders,
: have failed in everything. It, however,
we can tarn ot El"\'i.!l'ltl. S'LIL'II ]:ﬂﬂdﬂl's l‘!\"li"r}l"

year, we shall be acecmplishing our purpose.

w

What  buwildings ave wecessary  for  the
new plant in Sofia?  The Boys' School
alone will necd three  buildings,  besides
residences for missionaries and teachers.

1. A Dormitory, with classrooms
and a  study-hall.

2. A second Dormitory with elass-
rooms and a

Industrial

dining-rooin.
Department,  con- -
taning the printing and ecar-

3. An

pentry shops.
In addition to  these
Boys" School buildings, we shall share two

other buildings with the Girls” School.

exclusively

1. An Administration  Building with
the principal’s office. faculty and reception
rooms, and an auditorinm large enongh to
accommodate both schools and a  certain
number ot visitors, This building would
also contain the library and some elass-
rooms for mixed elasses.

2. A Beience Hall and Gymnasiom
combined. This would contain the phy-
sics, chemistry, and biology |ﬂhﬂrntm'ies_w
and the museum.

These buildings are still “castles in
Spain.”
in Bulgaria!
for nothing extravagant, nothing luxmions,

We hope to make them realities
We believe we arve planning

nothing which is not dictated by =ound
conunon sense  and ]J:r' our actual needs.
But we do want our new school, when we
build, to be a model for Bulgaria and a
worthy representative of Christian America.
That is what the Bulgarian government
Are we going
to measure up to the nplmrtunit_v?

and people expect of us.



Student Organizations

Student organizations  ereate  sehool-spirit,
bring out latent powers of leadership, and teach
the boys the value of team-work, Therefore we
believe in them, — a limited number of them. At
A. 8 B. we have nine.

1. Razvitiye (“Self-Development”) A liter-
ary society now in itz 20th vear, — the oldest
and perhaps  most influential in the sehool. Mem-
bership this year 79 Weekly meetings, with
declamations, reading of casays, debates, orations,
music, reading of M3, periodieal “Zhilo,” and
eritique.  Last year the society presented Shak-
apere’s  “Taming of the Shrew” (in  Buolrarian)
four times  This year aleeady rehearsing for
Gioethe’'s  “Egmont.” Holds prize  competition
at end of year. Possesses library of 700 volumes,

2. Y. M. €. A, Membership 35 -Holds
meetings  Sunday  afternoons, sometimes  jointly
with ¥. W. C. A, Meetings addressed by faculty
and outside speakers. Talks on soeial questions
most popular.  Sometimes hoys themselves  lead.
Oceasional debates, Last year presented deamatiza-
tion of bhook of Job At Christmas time the
members go from  house to house in the town
singing carols and eollecting money for charitable
purposes.  Colleets old elothes and buyz and saws
wood for distribution among the very poor during
the coldest parts of the winter. Arranges “Fathers
and Sons” meetings to which are invited families
of day-pupils.  Visits sick in hospitals,  lans to
offer ecourse in organ playing to teain future
Ywreh organists.  Faculty adviser, Mr. Stearns.

3 Nedelna Beseda (“Sunday Cirele”) An
organization for the vonnger boys up to 15 years
of age. Meets in Mrs Ostrander’s home and
under her guidance Sunday afternoous.  Member.
ship 25,  Activities consist of reading of stories,
debates, playing of games, walks, and giving of
entertainments,

4, Sport Club. An athletic association
started last year, entirely under student manage-
ment, Club has made its own  football and base-
ball field. Membership 46. Daily football prae-
tise during the fall season. This autumn five
interclass games of (association) foothall were

played, the IV elass winning the series, The Club
is rehearsing Shakspere’s “Othelle”  for publie
presentation  during  this month to raise funds.
Next spring proposes to organize baschall and
baskethall teams.

b, Hoy Seonts. The Troop at A, 8. B
comprises three patrols of 8 boys each, — “Fly-
ing Eagle,” “Lion,” and “Wolf” Keen ecompeti-
tion between the patrols. Two overnight hikes
already this season to Cham-koria, the beautiful
pine forest six miles up io the mountaing  Scouts
are now taking their 2od Class tests. Scoutmaster;
Mr. Rowlsnd,

6. Rilski Shepot (“Rila Mountain. Whis-
per”)  The school paper, estalilished last year. 10
monthly issues of 8 pages each, with illustrations.
Contains editorials, news items, articles on sehool
life of special interest to geaduates, and original
essays and poems of sometimes high literary order,

7. Chureh Choir. Under the skilled leader-
ship of Mr. Goneharov, our Russinn  teacher of
musie, the mixed choir of G0 voices is taking
rapid strides forward. During the present sehool-
year the choir is giving parts of Mozart's “Twelfth
Mass,” Gaunl's “Holy City,” Stainer’s “Croeifixion,”
choruses from “Messish,” and various anthems
from Schubert, Gounod, Chuikovski, Grechaninoy,
and others. Has already given two publie
conzerts jointly with the orchestra

% Orehestra.  Again under the leadership
of Mre. Goneharov, the sehool orchestea, founded
a year ago, is now in a flourishing condition:
Consists of 1D instruments, — 6 fiest  violins,
o seormil violing, 'cello, bass viol, pianc, and organ,
Takes part in public eoneerts and in entertain-
ments given by the various other student organi-
gufions, 2

4, Student Conneil, Also inaugurated last
year. Part student  selfgovernment  and  part
advisory eouneil to the Prineipal. Consists of seven
hoys rLI-||.ru;=_N|ti|Ig all the elasses,  Meets regularly

onee a week with the Principal and one  repre-
sentative of the fuculty to discuss any and all

questions relating to the school life of the students.
Cases of discipline muy be turned over to it at
the diseretion of the Prineipal. The Student
Couneil is a feature of great significance and
growing influence in the sehool.



News Notes

A hearty weleome was given to Mr, and Mrs.
Ostrander and Miss Edith Douglass, returning
from furlough, as well as to Miss Snyder, who
comes for two years of English teaching, and
Mr. Stewrns, Harvard 22, who enters upon a
tutorship of three yvears.

{ 2 AL |

This vear we have 18 Russians in our
srhools, —10 hoys and 8 girls. Seventeen of these
are supported by Professor Whittemore's: American
Committee  for the Relief and Eduveation of
Russian Youth.

L

Our mission cirele bas been  gladdened by
the acquisition of a new Ford touring ear, the
money for which was contributed by friends of
the Ostranders in Lyons. N, Y. and Broekton, Mass.
Cordial thanks to the generous donors.

wo%

In connection with the recent Compulsory
Labor Law inteoduced by Premier Stambouliski,
the Minister of Education worked out a  similar
program for all school-children. Each fall and
gpring the pupils leave their books fora week to
work in the open, This vear perfect weather and
good spirits prevailed during the whole of Labor
Week. Under the direction of teachers, boys and
girls cleaned the strects of Samokov, worked in
school and City Hospital gardens, and did some
calsomining ubont the sehool buildings,  In addi-
tion, the boys eleared ground for trees at the
County Nursery, built fenees, repaired walls, and
prf-lmrml and laid 100 I1,,':‘Ir||$ of maecadam on the
Sofin road, while the gzirls did various sorts of
indoor eleaninge,

L A e

One of the first Friday evenings of the
terny., the schoal paper. filshi .‘*Tf:i"l'afih was launehed
for the year with great cothusinsm.  Radev, the
the editor in-chief, presented the matter to the
students, nearly all of whom subseribed on the
gpot. For the first time this yeur the orchestra
made its appearance and was well reeeived.

% & 8

The first week in October both sehools hiked
up to Cham-koria, a summer resort in the moun-
tuins about six miles from Samokov. The weathsr
was perfeet and everyone was in high spirits. Defore
dinner the girls plaved running games, and  the
hoys foothall, while after dinner, to the aceom pani-
ment of an o aecordian, practically  everyone —
teachers and students — joined in the strenuous
but graceful folk-daneing.

On the evening of Oet. 6, in the Kinder-
garten  Building in  Sofia, about 100 former
students, graduates, and teachers of  the two
American Schools in Samokov, met to give a
reception to the newly-arrived and returned mis-
sionaries, Other zuests of honor were Miss Abbott,
principal of the Girls' school, and Mr. and Mrs,
Markham. The evening was pleasantly spent in
singing English songs and in listening to short,
pithy speeches from the guests of honor.

*® & ®

The idea came to Miss Pavlova, one of our
teachers, to present to the students the suffering
of the Greek refu boys and girls from Asia
Minor With the hearty approval of both prin-
cipals, she gave a chapel talk, on successive morn-
ings, to the two schools. A very effective story,
“Coals of Fire,” which preceded her appeal
brought a geserous response.  Altogether the
teachers and pupils of the two schools eollected,
a aum of 3800 feps, or about 525, The Greek
Consul General, to whom the money was handed
was not only grateful, but touched.

*.8 %

On Monday evening, October 16, the Teachers’
Club held its ﬁbrs'l meeting of the year and elested
officers. Miss Douglass introduced Eﬂr new Edison,
which was greatly enjoyed by all. On the evening
of November sixth, the second meeting was
held. Miss Abhott, Miss Pavlova, and Dr. H%l-sku]'l,
who attended this summer the conference of the
Fellowship  of HReconciliation at  Sontagsburg,
Austria, gave their impressions of the conference,
Refreshments and a social time followed,

o W

On Saturday evening, Nov. 11, the school
orchestra and mixed choir gave their first publie
voncert of the year. The program eonsisted of
selections from “Rigoletto” and from *“Carmen”
played by the orchestra, between which the choip
sang four parts of Mozart's “Twelfth Mass.” Th
playing of “Rigoletto” was especially effective,
and refleets high eredit on the orchestra, which
wits organized barely a year ago.

* & %

A prominent English business man of Sofia
recently said to the principal of the Boys' Sehool,—
“I find your boys very satistactory. There is a
sreat difference  between them and the other
Bulzarian young men who work for us. Your
graduates are much more conseientious and read
to work for the benefit of their employers uug
not merely for their own personal interests. We
can trost them with responsibility,”

SAMOKOV NEWS in its first issue greets
the many fricnds of the schools, and, in bi-monthly
fiviue, .fm,m-.n' to .ﬂ'rrp them in forch wibh onr aetivi-
tivs and plans for the future,



