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Althe the purpose of SAMOKOV NEWS
ie primarily to awaken and sustain the interest
of friends in the American Schools at Samokow,
it would be unfortunate if we should sive the
impression that these schools are the only work
which the American Board and the Woman's
Board of the Interior are carrying on in  Bulga-
rin. We intend, therefore, from time to time
to present articles deseribing the evangelistic,
publication, social welfare, kindergarten, woman's
work, and other departments of our Mission

:li'.li\"il:.'. which we like to think of as a eviirdi-
nated whale, The relationship between ourschools
and the evangelistie work. is particularly elose,
inasmuch as Protestant families naturally  zend
their boys and girls to us for their secondary
education, and the schools, in  turn, wim  prima-
rily to train for Christiun leadership and service.
It is a significant fact that 17 of the 20
pastors of churches connected with our Mission

in Bolgaria  received their training in whole or
in part at the Samokov school.

YILLAGERS (OF

Our Evangelistic Work

It was in what was until recently a
part of this field that that ereatest of all
evangelists, St. Paul, bagan his fateful and

fruittul ministry. It is intercstine also to

PAPAZLL ERECTING

FHEIK OWXN CHURCH BUILIMNG

note that halt of his p:‘lr-'lul'u] 11|E.-5tiv.-a woere
written to the Balkan Peninsuala.
'|'|li||l-.||!:_: first of the need of {'\'-:lll;;'vf-
istic effort in Bulgaria tlli];'l_‘..-'; — Very little
relirious lr':1[:|iu_-_r I8 :_fivulr: in the hnuw:-:__ not

Hilll'h iII '||'H‘ 'ili'll.lrl'lll.'-i. :IHII ”H' III'H"-'II"-'[I.F



{Eastern Orthodox) churches have no special
work for young people. while almost all of
their religious exercises are held, not in the
Bulgarian language, but in the little under-
stood old Slavie, Thus, at the most eritie-
al period of lite. when Christian ideals
are most appealing, and character 1s being
fixed, no strong  Christian  leadership s
provided by the State Church, Here and
there, however, a priest of vision and
earnest faith is doing splendid work. DBut
the wvast majority ol churches are very
slimly attended. They have lost their grip
on the people,  Their worship 15 wholly
Titurgical and mainly formal. Nor are
many reading their various religious jour-
malz., One seldom travels on the trains or
Listens long to a gronp of men in any
town  without hearing someone, often a
Hizh School stadent, declare emphatically
that he is an atheist,

Yet there is a resl hunger on the part
of the multitudes, a readiness to listen to
Rev. W. C.

Cooper, Sup't. of evangelistic work in our

preaching, as never before.

whole Congregational field south f the
Balkans, has had crowded halls and elose
He and his
fellow-workers held many open-air services

attention - all his meetings,

last summer, as we plan to do this summer
also. The Ford car and the baby organ,
with hearty Gospel songs—both novelties—
may  have drawn some, but the erisp,
aneisive, burning messages never failed to
hold to the end large numbers. The same
experience  has followed the stereopticon
lectures with temperance slides or  scenes
from the life ot Christ. (Additional slides
would be a great help )  Also evangelistic
services were held a week or so at a time
this past winter in our various churclies
by both Bulgarians and Americans. Miss
Agnes Baird, Superintendent of the work

among women (having nine Dible women
under her chargel, has given many addresses
on various subjects, including “Peaee,” and
has always had the hearticst coiperation
of Pravoslavs and Protestants alike. Rarely
is there any fanatical opposition.

Rev., Paul Mishkov, who held evan-
celistic meetings in twelve of the larger
Bulgarian ciries last year, usually  had
such meetings in the largest halls in the
place, sometimes public  buildings fri.*ui}r
oftered. They were always erowded. Many
priests attended regularlv, Sowme later held
such meetings  themselves, In Kiustendil,
a thiet confessed, restored hiz loot. and
entered on a new life. In Pléven Mr. Mish
kov spoke to 800 High School pupils on
Bible study. a number promising to study
tor themselves thereatter. In Burgis it was
said that even the hest political  speakers
had not drawn such crowds for one speech
as had regularly attended these religious
services ftor twelve consecutive evenings.
And last January our large Philippopolis
chureh was packed to the doors night after
night with people of all eclasses. Other
pastors speak ot their tours mmong new
villages where in khans [inns| on the way
or in solitary Protestant homes they arve
kept up until midnight talking ol the jrac-
tical, wvictorious, everyday Christian  life
One of them unexpeetedly finding over
200 coming to see a Protestant wedding
in Macedonia, tarned his wedding address
into a Gospel sermon, to the pride ot the
bride and the profit of all. Others have
been invited to speak in prisons, while a
little work has been done in hospitals and
old-folks’ homes. Stimulated and guided
somewhat by our work in past years,
temperance and Y. M. C. A, activities arve
making notable gains outside of Protestant
circles, especially among young people.



Our 32 regular preaching places are
scattered all-the way from Burgis on the
Black Sea to Kiustendil near the Serhian
boundary on the west, and from  Pirdop
nestling  among  the Balkan Mts, on  the
north  to Petvich HIlH;_":_"H!I_*_J' up to Mr.
Belisitsa on the Greek frontier. In some
places a bare  handtul of worshipers meets
ilj t]li'il' own Il“llllf‘ﬁ: [ll Hl]ll"]':':. tII{_‘}' L'!“U“'ll
a special room in the home of a  friend:
at other places they fill a large chuoreh,
while  three towns look forward eagerly
1o the building of a new clureh where
there will be more room for expansion.
-":fH:uu: have their own [rastor, Chthers have
several lay leaders who prepare their ser-
mons and 5. =, lessons 1 their shops or at
their plows or after strenuous days in the
ficlds.
wimeographed sermons prepared by various
preachers. From time to time a neighboring
pastor visits them. and missionaries as « ften

A pumber lately have been reading

as the needs of the wide field permit.
Missionarics, preachers, Bible women,
colporteurs, and lay workers, all are trying
to make cach ehurch a power-house for the
Holy Spivit, o vantage-ground from which
God ean make this land a happy part of His
own Kingdom of righteousness and peace.

Che School Choir

One of the most llnllri.-ﬁhiug' of our
school activitirs  at present 15 that of the
choir, or choral :%rli'il'I:I_.', which has g Fﬁﬁtn?'l‘.'
ot forty vears or more. Like all organi-
zations, the choir has had its ups and downs,
its years of fat and its years of lean. [t
has i.'*lljn_\.'q-l.i at least two ]u*}iutls of |rosper-
- from 1882
to 1887, under the direction and inspiration
of Rev. W.
church in Boston, and from 1904 1o 1917

ity belore the present one,
W. Sleeper, now pastor of a

under the leadership first of Mizz Baird
and later of Miss Katsimova. Duoring these
]rl'l‘iul].-i it did not conline its :".'.Ii'.'it}' L0
preparving for the Sunday services, but gave
also  public coneorts  consisting ot both
sacred and secular music.

‘T he present period of renewed progper-
ity began less than two vyears ago with
the coming of Mr. Leonid Goneharv as
our teacher of musie and the Russian Lan-
guage.  Mr. Gonehardy sraduated from
the Twperial Music School of Kiev, Rus-
sin, i 1893, sinee which  time lie has
been engaged continuously in teaching the
piano, condueting various school and muoni-
l'ilul| HI‘l'IH'STl‘.‘lF_. and ]v:liiin;{ chons, Forend

to tlee trom Hussia, we found him as a

BCHOOL CHioME OF 55 VOICES (ME
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refugee, playing the piano in a café orches-
tra in a near-by town, and secured his
services at once, Russia’s loss 18 our gain,
and from the time of Mr. Gonehariv's arriv-
al the musical activities in our school have
been picking up and gaining momentum.

It is surprizing what diflicult musie
our boys and girls ean sing, with very
little technical knowledge of either music
or singing. Many scarcely read the notes,
but depend largely upon the ear. Yet they
sing with remarkable accuracy such compli-
cated things as Mozart's “T'welfth Mass,”
the Hallelujah  Chorus, Schubert’s “The
Lord is My Shepherd,” and “Where Thou
Reignest,” Henry Smart’s *Te Deum,” and
some of the unusual Russian chureh music
of Bortnyanski, Chaikovski, Grechaninoy,
and Kalinikov,

OF course, a choir 15 not made in a
day. or in a month, or even in a year,
and it was fully a year before ours began
to show something of the team-work and
expressiveness  characterisnie of a trained
choir.  Much still remains to be done along
thaose lines, but the choir has already reach-
ed the point where it consistently sings
not only “acceptably ™ but with real effective-
ness, [tis safe tosay that it has added greatly
to the atiractiveness of the Sunday services,

It iz an interesting tact that our Bul-
wvarian boys and givls show wvery decided
preference for the best elassical composers,
such as Mozart, Beethoven, Hiindel, Schu-
bert, Gounod, and Chaikovski. and soon
tire of the “pretty” and somewhat saccha-
ring music of English composers such as
Stainer, Alfred Gaul, and H. R. Shelley.
Their musical taste is undoubtedly higher
than that of American boys and girls of
corresponding ages,

On the other hand, thewr voices, tho
rich and fresh, show an unfortunate tenden-

ey toward harshness. Again, the extreme
individualism ot the people makes team-
work of any kind especially diffieult. To
sink the individual in the weltare of the
whole seems to be a brand-new idea to
most of our students; and that is just why
we encourage and emphasize group activi-
ties such as athletic games, student organi-
zations, and the choir. If thru the choir
we can develop not only musical taste and
ability but also team-work and group loyal-
ty, we shall be accomplishing something
even more valuable for our students than
the preparation ot choice sacred music for
the Sunday serviees.

Bulgaria’s _Agrarian
Government

Between tive and six million Bulgari-
ans live in the Balkan Peninsula, Four
million of them hve in Bulgaria along with
another half million Tarks, Arvmenians,
Jews, Greeks, Rumamans, and gy psies,

Most of the Bulgarians are farmers.
They live in small villages, and in a rather
primitive way cultivate small fields of
which they themselves are the owners.

Most ot those who are not farmers are
artisans, and work in  their own shog
shops, carpenter shops, tin shops; brick
kilns and the like. Most ot the Bulgarians
are middle-class people, rather poor but
independent. This social condition gives
them n good deal of imitiative and daring.
They are all very vapidly learning té
read and write, They are eager to learn
of everything new, avdent to ftind out
movements, and daring

about modern

enough to make the boldest experiments.
One of the boldest experiments the
Bulgarians have made so far was to entrust



their government to the radical Agrarian
party. the
Bulgarian wvillagers got the idea that a

A long time ago some of

nation, four-fifths of which weie villagers,
should be governed by villagers. So the
Agrarian party was formed. It has been
carrying on its propaganda among the
peasants  for twenty vears,
During that time Stamboliski came to the
front. He is a real “dirt farmer,” a peas-
ant from Central Bulgaria. His old tather
and mother still live on the farm.

more  than

H:.‘ 1912, the year when Buolgaria
entered on a long series of disastrous wars,
*he Agrarians had

rian party has 212 representatives in the
National Assembly out of a total of 248,
No other governing party in the world
has such a huge majority in parliament,
And all these men are Stamboliski's person-
al supporters. In other words, Stambol-
1ski’s government is more solidly intrenched
in Bulgaria than ever before. He says that
they are going to rule for 40;years, which
18 not very probable.

What have these farmers done to Bul-
garia during the three years they have
been in control? They have settled the
matter of l't"p:—lrntiulﬁ in a way very favor-
able to the coun-

vecome one of the
strongest parties in
Parliament, tho
they were still in
the minority. Stam-
boliski  vigorously
opposed  Bulgaria's
entering the World
War on the side of
Germany, and Tor

his opposition was
kept in prison dur-
ing the greater part
of the war. He was
1918

aen things began
to go badly with the
Central Powers, and when King Ferdinand

released  in

1N
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abdicated, Stamboliski became one of the
he
became prime minister in a purely Agrarian
government, which position he has held

ministers in a coalition ecabinet, Later

for more than three years,

During that time lis power and the
power of his party have steadily grown.
With every new election the number of
his supporters has greatly inereased, until,

as a result of the recent elections, the Agra-

try. They have
kept  the Bulga-
rian money fairly
stable. They have
cotten  Bulgaria
the League
of Nations. They
have loyally ful-
filled the stipula-
tions of the peace
treaty. They have
established  ¢ood
relations with all
their Balkan neigh-

into

bors. They have

FULL, SWING

built new roads
and railroads.
They have improved the educational

system and put up lots of new schools,
They bave reduced the army to the lowest
possible dimensions. They have given spe-
cial enconragement to writers and artists.

'|~]|M. called a cliureh council to retorm
the chureh. They ae l'.leunr;' |:|L':_'r|:u-l'l'l,' away
trom monasteries and ;_ri\'in;_l; it to the vil-
lagers to cul ivate. They punished the men
responsible tor the wars, They have taken a

aood deal of the ill-gotten wealth away from



the war profiteers. They lwve cleaned
Bulgarian ot all
aspHratons.

politics imperialistic

Bulgaria, under the present govern-
ment, has “come back” far faster than any
other power in Central or Eastern Faurope.

Foy Scout Troop

The Boy Seout movement is a comparatively
new thing in Balgaria, Outs’de of the well-orzan-
ized  Russian of K
in the country—exiles from  theie fatherland
there are only four troops in all Bulgaria., Ours
in one of the four

sealts, whom there are

The A S5 K. Tr op was orzanizel in the
autumn of 1921 under peculiae difficultics. We

were long on enthusiasm buat short on experience.
Fortunately, one of our new hoys was a First
Class Seont fresh from Robert College, Constunti-
nople. Another was o Russian Fiest Class Scout,

THE

By

One of our American instructors had o Seout-
master’s certiticate.

During the first year little was accomplished
beyond passing the Tenderfoot tests, obtaining
uniforms, and winnowing out considerable chaff
in the membership.

S0 we went at it

=CoOUT

G

But with the opening of this school-year, more
15 boys have
passed their Seeond Class tests and are prepuring
for the First Class. The Troop now econsists of
24 boys—12 Bulgarian, 8 Russian, and 4 Ameri-
divided into three patrols, as follows:
“Walt.™ Patrol Leader, Fiddie Huskell; “Flying
Eagle,” P. L. Oliver Huskell; and “Lion,” P. L.
For four consecutive Saturdays
before the Easter recess we held inter patrol contests
in [knot-tying, signaling, the compass, first aid, and
cooking, The winning patrol was to be treated
to w Troop “banguet™ set up by the losing patrols.

serious work ha: been zllh-mptf.-ll.

i

Fugene Prostov,

As it turned out, however, “Wolf" and “Flying
Eagle” cach won two of the four contests, and
as we thought that the 5. P. C. A, might inter-
vene if “Lion” were muaide to foot the bill alone,
“Waoll” and “Flying Eagle” generously agre

to =hare half of the expense.  The “banquet” was
held in a separate little diving-room opening
off the mwin dining hall, and ineluded such
Bulgarian delieacies as bozi (a drink made of millet)
and  halva (a eonfecti n made ot sesame seeds

EMILE

aud sugar), It was voted & suceess, and since
that time the Troop has adopted the little dining-
room as its own, using it also for Troop and
Patrol meetings, The walls have been suitably
decorated, and a notice-board gives the latest
seout news from all over the world, Every night



at Stl]lpﬂ'l‘ﬂlllf‘ cach scout reports o the Seout-
master the gil-l'll turn or turns that he has done
during the day, and a record of these is posted
on the board,

22 boys have joined the World Brother-
hiood E|II'JIIEI-UI‘(‘EI h.l"l "”u}'; Late,” the Seont mngi-
zine, and now corresponid

in English-—with hoys

all over the worll, — from Tndia to Argcmiurr‘
and  from  Hawan to West Afeiea. Incidentally,
the large amount of this spontancous correspond-
ence from our school attracted the sttention of
one of the editor: of “Boys’ Life,” who has asked
usg for an article. Thus Samokev is now on the
Scout map.

One of Our Teachers

Amonge the teachers of lunz HI:HH“H;: i
the staff of our Bamokov sehools none has been
more helpful in bringing them to their present
position in the country than Mr. Alexander Kouley,

MK, KOULEY

Though Buolzarian by race, he was born and
educated in Bessarabia, BRussia. his hicher edo-
cation  having  been  begun  in the University
of Moscow and completed in the Imperial Uni-
versity of New Ruossia, in Odessa. Then followed
ten years of teaching aud fifteen years of work
as principal of high schools in two important
Bulgarian cities.  His specialtics are Chemistry
and the Natural n‘-ﬁ.l'il'lu't'.*. and he has :-.|||||n'[|1|:|.
text-hooks in zoilogy, botany, physiology, and
hygiene, as well as translated similar works from
the German, which have been extensively  used.

In 1706, on “the oerasion  of the hil‘lhriujr
of the Bulgarian ruler, then Prince Feedinand,
Mr. Koulev was decorated with the “Naticnal
Order of Civilian Service.” He has several times
served on County Schoul Boards, and was twice
elected to the Supreme Edueational Couneil, At
the conclusion of twenty five years in the National
Schools, he retived from their serviee, in 1911,
snd aceepted an invitation to fill « vileaney in
our teaching staff the following Ve

From the first, Mr. Koulev identified him-
self most heartily with the aims of the school.
and during the time when adjustment of program
was made and recognition of the diploma sought,
his experience in the details of the rolationa
hetween  schools and the }f]'riiﬂlr_\,' of Education
was at our disposal and proved most helpful. In
addition to lis teaching .'1.hth_1,'. hii= expiert It tiovwe-
ledge of the office work of a sehool in this land
of red tape, and lis ecommand of four Furopean
languages beside his own French, German,
Russiun, and Rumaninn—make his services to the
schools invaluable. Mr. Koulev possesses in highest
degree the qualities of accuraey, tact, and devotion
to his work. and with unfailing courtesy is ready
to respond. to any demand on his time ar patience.
We |I.1l|11' that his eonnection with the schools
may remain unbroken for many years to come,

NOTICE

Sawe of onr peodévs have asbed wg oaboul
stthsoribing  for SAMOKOV NEWS., We take
this opportunity of saying that SAMOKOV NEWS
ta went gratiz ta Lo cloazen u_n.r" 4"”'!"’"- s
who are nh'.r'u'h’y _.fr'r'r'r.raf-.' 0f the American Sehools
at Samokag, and those awchom we ftrrlﬂr to interest
in them. If wou are alvendy in the first growp,
Bl dre e leame to the ok frerr j‘q'lfﬂilr”l'?‘ll".‘. ”. there
i no chanee of wour  joining the growing  samber
af those indovested  in thess schools, e fmlfn- i
will be frank enowgh  to tell ws, so thal we nay

ene Ay l'-l'irl.lf." lo sipcane ofse,

(8 ITT) r.lrn.u_lj TN W .huj.lr b B i J'J,.I':”'rpu”
the civele of fricnwds of the Samoloe Sehoolz, Wen't
son colipe pabe with ws by possing 54 MOKOV NEWS

arowid awong yoe fricids,  and i”ﬂru Mt J.«r.‘u.l_-'; s
- L
the wames and addesses of those H'fw._-u'- Jrarticu-

larity titervested 2 Thank yrm,i



News Noles

Mr. Dimiter Nedelkov, former teacher in
A 5 B, and Mr. Faul Hristov 21, who have
spent a year and a halt in Hﬂ:tl_m'nl studving
thealogy, have returned to Bulgaria on  holiday.

[

The Senior classes of both schdols. were.in
Sofia. Mavch 20th to April 3rd an an educatiopal
trip, under the guidance of three teachers. Tjiﬁi'}'
visited the power-house which supplies ;Iialﬁ fnt'
Sofia with Jdighting, the wireless telegraph station,
a soap-factory belonging to former students of
our sehool the sugar factory, - the Meteorological
Musenm, the Royval Zotlogical Muscum, “aifd  the
National University, '!'\'1!1.‘-?9 the professors of
physics and I:"liEIu'itit-r;f Twere good enough to per-
form and explain vertain very interesting exper-
iments with X-ray, electro-magnet, and other
apparatus which our modest school laboratories
do not boast, It is hoped that the Senior spring
trip to Sofia will beeome an established custom.

"

The Easter recess lasted from April drd to
14th, s0 as to include the Pravoslay (Orthodox)
Easter, which this year was the 8th, Labor Week
followed immediately, thus giving the Ameriean
teachers an unusually long period for rest or travel
Misses Abbott, Snyder, and Meehaold made good
nse of this time, Miss Abbott going to Uonstinti-
nople, Miss Sn:.'ﬂﬂr to Athens and Constuntinople,
and Miss Meebold to Athens and Rome,

E :

During the Easter recess we received o
visit from Miss Jane Button, Y. W. C. Al seerc-
tary in Rumania, who addressed our boys and
girls, about a  hondred of whom remained over
the vacation. Mizz Button browght grectings from
the Rumanian Associations, and pled for eloser
relations between the young people of Rumania

and Bulearip,
%

Me, Alexiey, secretary  of  the
Y. M. C. A. in Bulzaria, about whom we had an
article in the last number of SAMORKOV NEWS,
visited the schools April 21st to 28nd, giving two
aildresses under the auspices of our Y. M. and Y. WY,
gocictics. Histhemes were, “The Preseot |"5}'1'|Lf1|-r-
gical Condition of Bocicty” and “The New Way.”

o

gCug i.'ll.l

The schools had the pleasare of a 24-hour
vizit from the Misses Sprague, Y. W. workers in

Detroit and Toledo, who are on a tuur of the
world, and are especially interested in schools.
They had heen eight months on the way, having
visited Japan, China, the Philippines, Burma,
India, Egypt, Giveee, Italy, and Yugoslavia, On the
evening of their siort stay, Miss Florence Sprague
was 80 good as to address our Sunday evening
congregation on her experiences and impressions
of the various foreign peoples which they had
visited. Her talk was unusually vivid and help-
ful. We were interested, by the way, to hear
Miss Sprague remark after the serviee, at which
our schosl choir sang Stainer’s “Fling wide the
gates!” that she bhad not heard any singivg equal
to that in the eight months sinee she had left
home.

£y

May Day is an old, established holiday #
Bulgaria, as in England. The Communists adoptea
it for their day of labor parades and speeches.
Thereupon the Ministry of Edueation ordered
that all schools shall observe the holiday, but
that the entire sehool body shall go on an exeursion
far from the madding crowd. As usuval, our
schools went up to Cham-koriu, a summer resort
six miles up in a pine forest. The chief event
of the day, afier a pienie lunch, was a general and
unusually lively ko (see illustration), which
lasted until showers drove us home late in the
afternoun.

#

Some of our readers may ‘be jnterested in
the {luctuations of the DBulgarian frane, or lev,
ginee the war, altho they are not nearly so sen-
sational as those of the ﬂfrmm: Mavk or ﬂ'l_q
Austrian Kyone. A lew, pre-war, was worth 1¢.4
cents,— that is, you get 515 of them in exchange
for u dollar.  Now von get 130 leos for a dollar,
But the cost of living has
also jumped ahout 20 times, so that the dollar
does not actually buy _very much more now
than it did in 1914 At the end of the war the
lee was worth half its gold value. After that
it zigeagged downward to 189 to the dollar in
November, 1921, the lowest it has ever reached.
Since then it has been elimbing slowly and
irregularly to its present rate of 130 to the
dollar.

or 25 times as many.

Frinted on the Echool FPress' Eamokov



