


REPORT FROM THE NEAR EAST

Henry A. Byroade, director of German-Austrian af-
fairs in the State Department, is slated o succeed George
C. McGhee as Assistant Secretary of State in charge of
Middle East, Near Eastern, South Asian and African
Affairs. Mr. McGhee is scheduled o go w Turkey as
ambassador next year, where he will replace George
Wadsworth,

Mr. Byroade, a West Point graduate, served for eleven
months as one of General Marshall’s top aides during
the tenuous truce before the renewed outbreak of the
Chinese civil war led to the final defeat of the Nation-
alist Government.

Syria underwent another military coup late in No-
vember when Colonel Adib Shishekly arrested the new
premier, Marouf Dawalibi, and his cabinet less than
twenty-four hours after they had taken office. President
Hashem al-Atassi, who is more than 80 years old, and
has been acting head of the nation since August 1949,
resigned in the crisis and Colonel Shishekly, who is
Army Chief of Staff, ook over sole executive authority.
He has disclaimed all ambition to become a dictator,
announcing that all government responsibilities are in
the hands of Colonel Fawzi Silo, whom he named head
of state, premier and defense minister. Colonel Shishek-
Iy said that the new government would study carefully
western proposals for a Middle East defense plan. Dr.
Dawalibi is noted for his pro-Soviet sympathies and is
in favor of closer Arab-Russian ties.

"Unrest in the Middle East”, an editorial in The New
York Times November 30, 1951, said:

"The bewildering succession of events in Syria du-
ring the past few days is symptomatic of the profound
unrest, the bicter rivalries, the groping for solid solu-
tions that characterize the whole Middle East today. The
accent goes on different places in different countries
but each struggles with constant facrors - nationalism,
Moslem fanaticism, political corruption, a tiny wealthy
ruling clique, mass poverty, disease, ignorance, and be-
hind it all the danger of communism . . . The region is
vital — vital as the only land bridge between Eurasia
and Africa, as the only year-round, all-weather air and
sea route between East and West, as the source of more
than one-third of the world's oil. Even then it might be
left alone if another specter were not haunting it, the
same specter that the 1848 Manifesto said was haunting
Europe — communism. In Syria the deposed Premier
wanted to deal with Russia. In the whole Middle East
the ulomare dilemma 15 communism or Western dem-
ocracy. We say that the answer must be Western dem-
ocracy, partly because if it isn't the West probably can:
not survive.”
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Dr. Mossadegh of Iran requested a U. 8 loan of

$120,000,000 during his stay here. At this time, the
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loan s still under consideracion by the Srate Department.

The Iranian government announced in late November
that it would start selling oil to the "Eastern bloc” as
soon as formalities were completed. Deputy Premier
Hossein Fatemi said Iran is now "legally free” to sell
oil where it pleases because former purchasers have
had ample time to make offers and those offers have
not been forthcoming.

William E. Warne, with the rank of Minister, is now
in Iran to administer the $23,000,000 United States aid
plan under the Point Four program.

The Kuwait Oil Company has concluded a new agree-
ment whereby it will share equal profits with the Sheikh
of Kuwair, Abdullah al Salim al Sabah, whose territory
has become Britain’s chief source of oil in the Middle
East since the Iranian industry closed down. Kuwait is
a small principality on the Persian Gulf. The Kuwait
Oil Company is an Anglo-American enterprise, owned
by the Anglo-Iranian Oil Company and the Gulf Ex-
ploration Company, a subsidiary of Gulf Oil Company
in the United States.

The new fifry-fifty agreement, which will give the
Sheikh of Kuwait the equivalent of abour $140,000,000
a year, follows the pattern established last year berween
the Arabian American Oil Company and the Saudi
Arabian Government.

It is expected in Kuwair that the ruler will devote al-
most all of his money to the welfare of Kuwait's Mos-
lem rtribesmen. He has already awarded coneracts for
a distillation plant to turn sea water into sweet water,
and a program for building power stations, schools, and
hospitals.
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Today more than 850,000 barrels of
oil a day are pouring from the oil ficlds
of Arabia w oil hungry markets in Eu-
rope and the Far East. Ir is a miracle
of engineering skill, scientific know-how
and the unremiting efforts of more than
25,000 people, Arabs and Americans.

Perhaps more significant than the oil
wself in the long run, however, is the
renaissance occuring within Saudi Arabia
due o oil by-products in terms of jobs,
rovalties and certain features of the wes-
tern world which the Americans have
broughe with them. The two most im-
portant of these are medical and techni.
cal knowledge. They have meant a great
improvement in the health simuation in

eastern Arabia — scene of Aramco'’s op-
erations — and the installation of an
extraordinarily  comprehensive  educa-

tional program.

The standard of living has risen in
Saudi Arabia ar a rate probably unequal-
led elsewhere in the worlkd. Fifteen years
ago the narional income was approxi-
mately ten million dollars a year, most
of it coming from fees and duties paid
by pilgrims making the holy trip o
Mecca. Today the natonal income 13
aboue fifteen rimes greater.  Fifteen years
ago an unskilled Saudi Arab laborer was
lucky ro get a job paying him a quareer
of a riyal (about 715 cents) a day. Today
the average Saudi Arab employee of Ar-
amco is being paid fifteen rimes as
much, in addition 0 numerous benefits
including housing, medical aid, savings
plans, erc.  He is being paid thar much
because he is worth that much. In the
intervening decade and a half he has
absorbed new skills and this increase in
his productivity has justified the rise in
silary.

Arameco, currently the number one oil
producing company in the world, had
its inception bur nineteen short years
ago.  Ag that time — May 31, 1933 —
representatives of the Standard Oil Com-
pany of California signed an agreement
with His Majesty King Abdul Aziz Ibn
Saud for the development and producrion
of il deposits which might be found
in eastern Saudi Arabia.  Three years
later the Texas Company joined the op-

eration as a 30% owner. Four years

skills,
workings of the complicated machinery.

ago Standard Oil Company of New Jer-
sey and Socony Vacuum entered the en-
terprise divided
among the four companies, with Soc.
ony Vacuum hoiding 105 and the other
three 309 each. The area under conges-
more  than 400,000
square miles, equivalent o the stares of
Texas and California combined.

Ownershi p s now

00 oW COVETS

Original development was extremely
slow. Almost all supplies bad w be
brought halfway around the
Homes and offices had w be buile. Un-
like American operations where uriliries,

establishments,

world,

retail suppliers, roads,
railroads, air cransportation and special-
ized firms are available, the company
wus forced o provide everything, Even
today Aramco is spending $1.20 for
construction of non-oil facilities as com-
pared 10 every dollar for direct oil in-
stallations.

Three years of initial geographic work
were followed by two long and heare
breaking vears of drilling before oil was
found in commercial quantities. In 1939
the first small dripless of crude were
shipped offshore,

Shorely thereafrer, however, the Euro-
pean war broke our and it was neces-
sary, because of supply difficulties, 1o
sharply curtail operations. Ar one point
Aramco was down 1o oné hundred Amer-

Arabian American Ol Company
On-the-job training, one of the most successful methods of Arameco's extensive industrial training
program, pays off in big dividends as Arab employees become competent im operational and judgment

This class near the Bugga gas-oil separator listen to their Indian instructor describe the

icans and slightly more than a thousand
Arabs. Primarily, their job was to main-
equipment had been
shipped in before hostilities starced.  In
1943, realizing the evenwal shifting of
hostilities o the Far Ease and the essen-
tiakity of increasing Middle Ease ourpur
ta support the necessary forces, the Amer-
ican Joint Chiefs of Staff gave wop pri-
ority o 4 50,000 barrel a day, $50,000,
000 refinery. Despite the loss of vital
ships the job was carried through
completion on schedule, the entire cost
being borne by private capial.  Today
that refinery ar Ras Tanura is wrning
out more than 160,000 barrels daily of
gasoline, crude oil, diesel and kerosene,

min  rthe which

In five short years crude oil produc-
tion has jumped from 165000 barrels per
day to the current level of more than
900000, To help feed this oil w west-
ern Europe the world's biggest oil pipe-
line was laid from the Persian Gulf w
Sidon on the Mediterranean. This pipe-
line has meant elimination of more than
3500 miles of rnker haul around the
Arabian Peninsula, The capacity is 300,
000 barrels a day and in the firse re-
cently complete year of operation Tap-
line delivered 100,000,000
barrels of urgently needed crude o rank-
ers in the Mediterranean.

more  than

Three hundred thousand barrels of oil
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is a great deal of perroleum. From it
enough gasoline can be produced w op-
erare 2840000 auromobiles on an aver-
age day's driving. Thar would take care
of all the cars in New York state. Three
hundred thousand barrels of oil would
produce enough fuel oil o hear 259,000
average homes for rtwenty-four hours.
That would be sufficient for the hearing
needs of Philadelphia for a day.

Tapline proved to be the grearest peace-
time movement of men and marerials in
the history of the world: 325,000 rons of
steel alone were hauled approximately
3,000000,000 ton miles. In the Middle
East alone more than 150000000 ton
miles of erucking were needed w com-
plete the project which has meant the
release of 65 rankers which would other-
wise be needed for the additional haul-
age around the Arabian Peninsula.

Saudi Arabia is now producing slight-
ly more than 79 of the world's oil. The
value of Aramco’s oil o the western
world is incalculable. In the rebuilding
and defense of Europe oil has proven
second in importance only to food and
much of that oil has come from Arabia,

Of even more importance than the oil
iself, however, may prove 1o be the
impact of the oil on the country. Unril
the Americans entered 18 years ago the
Arabian Peninsula had, for the most parr,
been wvirtually isolated for a thousand
years. Their economy was agrarian and
nomadic with vase rribal movements
making a semi-annual ek north and
south in search of food. Politically they
were emerging from hundreds of years
of strife caused by external aggression
and internecine warfare,. The counery
was in the process of being unified un-
der one of the grear men of our times,
Abdul Aziz Ibn Saud, who had recap-
tured his ancestral city of Riyadh and
in the intervening years broughe an end
to tribal raiding and achieved domestic
political stability. There were, however,
few opportunities for economic advance-
ment. This lack of economic furure was
mirrored in the standard of living and the
available educational and medical Ffacili-
ties,

Today thar condition no longer exists.
The impace of Aramco, though centered
in the eastern portion of Saudi Arabia,
has extended chroughour all pares of the
COURLEY.
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Education has been made available o
all Aramco employees through an inten-
sive program, Schooling falls into three
major caregories. Last year marked the
first full year of a long-range five-year
program.  Afeer being put on the pay-
roll the Saudi Arab employee spends
ninety days in a “pre-job” program.
Through use of the most modern resting
devices and methods his experience and
potentials can be pretty well assessed.
The nexe phase of the training program is
called a "one-eighth time” operation.
Saudi Arab employes are removed from
operating jobs for as much as one-eighth
of the production working schedule so
that they can give their undivided aten-
uon to the instruction they are receiving.
The objective is to equip Saudi Arabs
with greater manipulative skill, new rech-
niques for improved productivity and
broader knowledge and awareness of their
field of work in preparation for increased
responsibilities.  Upon  completion  of
their training, the employees are expected
to be competent workmen skilled in one
phase of an operation. Courses are de-
signed 1o fie the special job needs of the
individual Saudi Arab and are given ar
job sites or in training centers, depend-
ing upon the rype of instruction re-
quired. In this connection, more than one
hundred different trades are currentdy
being taugh.

Training is intensified to the point
where upgrading is accomplished just as
rapidly as an employee becomes compe-
tent for a bewer job. An interesting and
outstanding example of this program oc-
curred last year when a group of ex-
perienced Saudi Arab employees, follow-
ing intensive training, wok over the com-
plete operation of a gas-oil separation
plant — a complex operation. It is the
first such unit to be operared complerely
by Saudi Arabs

The third internal step, education-wise,
is an Advanced Trade Training Unir,
The training is offered on a full-time, in-
tensive basis for as long a period as
necessary, up o rwo years, tw develop
qualified uni-skilled Saudi Arab employ-
ees into highly rrained  mulo-skilled
crafismen.  Candidates  are  carefully
screened, and only the mose capable and
promising are selecred. Those selecred
are granted leaves-of-absence with full
salary to enable them to devote their en-

tire time and energy to thorough voca-
tional training in relared and more theo-
setical phases of their jobs. Judgment
skills are introduced to supplement man-
ipulative skills with the objective of de-
veloping craftsmen who are nor only
highly proficient in all aspects of their
crafes or trades, but who also have po-
tentialities for supervisory responsibili-
ties,

An external five-year, $270,000 schol-
arship program t send Saudi Arabs two
Middle East universities has recently
been announced by the Company. Ap-
proximately fifty Saudi Arab employees
will receive higher education in fields of
their own choice under the program.
They will receive tuition, room and board,
transportation, a clothing allowance and
75% of their present salaries while study-
ing. The swdents will work for Aramco
during vacations while under the scholar-
ship program, bur are under no obliga-
tion to remain wich Aramco after they
complete their courses. The married men
in the group will be able w take their
families with them to whatever Middle
Eastern school they choose,

The scholarship program is designed
to continue the incellecrual development
of Saudi Arab employees whose progress
has been ousstanding, and who have
reached the point where Aramco can no
longer provide further advanced rtrain-
ing for them in Saudi Arabia. The pro-
gram sends an average of ren Saudi Arabs
to colleges each year.  Each scholar’s pro-
gress is reviewed every vear in rerms of
achievernent, ability, and capacity to ab-
sorb further instruction. If his progress
is satisfacrory, the Saudi Arab student
will remain in school until he receives
a degree, whether it be four, five or six
years, or even more,

All of the men in the first group will
receive preparatory training ar Beirut and
Aleppo before they enter the universities
themselves. They have indicard a wide
variety of study fields — engineering,
social sciences, accounting, industrial re-
lacions, languages, mathemarics, and bus-
iness administration.

Similar progress has been made in the
medical field. Four years ago the ma-
laria rate in eastern Saudi Arabia ran
989 In three years it was reduced
approximately 35 by an intensive drive.

(Continwed on Page 10)



NEAR EAST DEVELOPMENT SERVICE

Thir article war prepared for the BULLETIN
by the Divition of Public Lisiton of the De-
pariment of Siate EMTOR

The Technical Cooperation Adminis-

tration of the Department of State has
established in its Washingron headquar-
ters the administrative nucleus of a new
organization to carey our an expanded
Point 4 program to be launched this
year in the Near East. The new organ-
ization is the Near East Development
Service, "NEDS" for short,

In Washingron, NEDS consists of a
small staff headed by E. Reeseman Fry-
er, formerly chief of the health, man-
power and education division of TCA.

In the field, NEDS plans 1o have in
each country a team of technicians work-
ing. ar the grass roots level in agriculrure,
health and education. Reinforcing chese
teams on project planning and special
problems will be a regional pool of tech-
nicians with headquarters in Beirur, Leb-
anon.  Recruiting of the personnel of
the country teams and the regional pool
has begun. Most people in the field be-
fore the establishment of NEDS will re-
main,

NEDS is o serve Egypt, Iraq, Jordan,
Lebanon, Saudi Arabia, Syria, and Yemen,
among the Arab-speaking countries, and,
in addition, Israel and Iran. Point 4 pro-
jects are now in operation in all of these
countries except Yemen, but only in
Iran does the program encompass basic
agriculrure, health and education under
an administrative strucrure resembling
that contemplated by NEDS. The pro-
gram in Syria is concentrated on the im-
provement of rural agriculture, healch and
education as in Iran, buc it is being
carried on by a private organization, the
Near East Foundation, with the help of
a Poinr 4 grant-in-aid racher than under
a country technical cooperation ream.

As Mr. Fryer described NEDS for the
BULLETIN, its establishment is important
because it signifies the growing awareness
of Near Eastern and American govern-
ment officials of the need for improving
economic conditions by action which has
a direcr effect on grear numbers of aver-
age citizens.

“The establishment of NEDS does nor
herald any grear change in the adminis-
tration of Point 4 in the Near East but
a sharpening of its emphasis and its di-

rection,” Mr. Fryer said. "We will call
upon the same government and private
sources of manpower, technical knowl-
edge and skill as before. The chief of
the American diplomatic mission in each
country  will bave general supervision
over Point 4 activities in thar country as
in the past, while a chief of rechnical
staff will have direce responsibility for
operations in the Ffield,

"Each team will report chrough che
American ambassador or minister W
NEDS in Washingon. The technical
director and his associares will work with
officials of the host country's appropri-
ate minisiry.  Poinr 4 projects will be
coordinated with programs of any United
Natons agencies in the host country so
thar there will be no duplication of ef-
forr. In these respects, NEDS involves
nothing new.

"Whar 15 new’, Mr. Fryer conunued,
“is thar insread of undertaking rechnical
cooperation projects at random just be-
cause they are sound projects, or o put
it another way, regardless of how diverse
Or NUMErous our projeces may be, our
first emphasis in each country will be on
programs which serike ar the root of
evils. which plague a majority of the
people.

"The majority of the people in all the
Middle Eastern countries are farmers and
the evils which plague them are hunger,
first of all because agricultural produc-
tion i5 held down by a lack of irrigacion
and water control Ffacilicies; preventable
diseases — malaria is pracrically univer-
sal; and illieracy — in education our
primary effort must be o cooperare in
establishing rural school facilities special-
izing in practical educarion and in build-
ing up the supply of rural teachers of vo-
cational subjects.

"By dealing with these basic problems
in each country Point 4 can contribute
o the strengrhening of the Near Eastern
economy as i whaole.  Further, because
these countries have cermin  physical
characteristics in common - similaricy
of climate and of soil — NEDS will con-
tribure to the accumulation of a cerrain
geographical body of knowledge and
COMPEtEnce,

“Although the Point 4 program can

be said ro have had a nation-wide impact
in Iran in 1951, its chief value in the
Middle East as a whole in its first year
has been in developing working relation-
ships between Middle Eastern govern-
ments and our own.  They understand
more clearly the purposes and methods
of Point 4, and we understand more
clearly the problems they must solve o
enable their people to achieve decent
standards of living. From now on, we
should be able o pur more manpower
and more effort into basic economic de-
velopment.”

Instead of sixty technicians in the field
on June 30, 1951, the program contem-
plated by NEDS calls for nearly 400 tech-
nicians in the field by June 30, 1952
It is hoped to increase the number of
study and training grants for Middle
Easrerners from abour 160 to 600. Mean-
while, the larger rechnical staffs in the
field can train more people locally,

An integral pare of the training pro-
gram will be the program of the Ameri-
can University in Beirur which, with a
Point 4 grant made in 1951, has eseab-
lished special curricula in health, educa-
tion, agriculture and public adminisra-
tion for professional and sub-professional
trainees. These "Point 4 Fellows” will
enter public service in their respecrive
countries,

Plans for NEDS were worked out in
consultations in Washington and the
Middle East among TCA and other De-
partment of State officials, our chiefs of
diplomatic and technical cooperation mis-
sions in the Near Fast and officials of
Mear Eastern governments. Mr. Fryer
spent several weeks in the Near East du-
ring the summer on NEDS planning,

The village improvement program in
Iran was & year old — on paper — in
October, It was the First integrared
health, agriculture and education pro-
gram undertaken after the Poinr 4 pro-
gram became one of the basic elements of
American foreign policy with President
Truman's signing of the Act for Inter-
national Development on June 20, 1950,

It wok several months to recruir the
nucleus of the technical corps and maove
necessary supplies to Tehran, so that the

(Contimued on Pape 11)
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574.9 Orféoclox CAH)‘C‘A

Thus i the second af a teries of aviicder on
the awcient churches of the Near Eair by D,
Bridgeman.  The first article, “The Back
grewnd of the Christian Eant™, appeared in
the Ducember BULLETIN EmMToR

Some years ago | went on an all nighe
fishing expedition along the Palestine
coast with some ruffianly but picturesque
Arabs who made a precarious living try-
ing o catch the shy bard in Jaffa's small
lighter basin. After the night's sport we
gathered in a small cave along the shore
o awair the dawn and have a bite of
breakfast. Two of the fishermen and 1
were seated at the mouth of the cave
while within a third was making coffee
and frying freshly caughe fish. As the
eastern light strengthéned and day was
about o break the cook interrupred his
durties to say his prayers like the good
Moslem he was. One of the two Arabs
seated with me leaned forward and said
ratto poce: "Do you know how o pray?”
[ replied thae 1 did, bur could not do so
in Arabic. He signified thar thar did
not matter as he know how w do so.
Then he in Arabic for himself and his
companion, and 1 silearly in English made
our respective matin devotions.  When
we had finished, the Arab like his com-
panion an "Arab” Orehodox Christian,
observed thar one must alwiys pray in
the morning because one never knew
what the day would bring forth.

These Orthodox Christians of Palestine
had been Christian long before the Mos-
lem conquest of their country and for
centuries before my Anglo-Saxon an-
cestors had received the faith. Up and
down Palestine and Syria you will find
in the villages as in the rowns evidences of
the once dominane Christian faith, In
Moslem villages it muy be the sad ruin
of an apsidal church, or some ancient
Christian building now used s a mosque.
But in the thinly scarrered Christian
villages the Orthodox Church is the larg-
est and most important structure; some-
nmes a church of grear age, at others a
maodern  building in  tradivional  style,
There the local priests shepherd the rem-
nants of whar was once a grear commun-
ity, and fajthfully recice in Arabic the lit-
urgy they hold in common with Greeks
of Hellas and Constantinople and with
Russians and other Slavs in Eastern Eu-

rope.  Although the language of the
services is Arabic and the music rypically
Eastern, the fact that some of the n-
scriptions on the icons may be in Greek
or Old Slavonic reminds one thar here is
no local sect bur pare of a world-wide
Church, with irs roots deep in the past.
Indeed when you ask in Arabic w be
directed o the Orthodox Church of a
village you muse ask for the Bawceser er-
Rum or “the Roman Church,” the church,
that is, of the old Roman Empire of the
East.

A visit to such a venerable shrine as
the Church of the Holy Sepulchre or
the Church of the Nativity ar Berhlehem
strikes the same note: the main services
are in Greek, the mother language of
Eastern Orchodox  Christanity, bur spe-
cial parts of the service may ar times be
in Arabic, Old Slavonic, Rumanian, and
even in English.

The Eastern Greco-Russian Orthodox
Catholic Church, m use a fulsome ride
sometimes employed as more fully de-
scriptive than briefer designations as the
"Orthodox Church™  or  the  “Greek
Church”, is indeed the grear international
Church of Eastern Christianity.  She
traces her origin in an unbroken line o
Penracost; she spread far and wide among
diverse peoples in the early centuries;
her theologians were  responsible  for
much of the classic formulation of Chris-
tian doctrine; and she was the official
Church of the Eastern or Byzantine Ro-
man Empire. It was from her as the
parent  body thar the other Eastern
Churches seceded, when for reasons sar-
isfactory 1o themselves they fele it neces.
sary. And the Orthodox Church up o
the time of the grear Schism of 1054
maintained communion with the Larin
Church of the West. When the tragic
parting of rthe ways came the Orthodox
Church considered thar she alone was
the rrue Catholic and Orthodox remnant,
from which the earlier Eastern sects and
Rome alike had diverged in their re-
spective direcrions,

The primitive Catholic Church in the
age of the grear councils had for admin-
istracive reasons been divided into five
areas under metropolitan bishops known
by the title of "patriarch”, These patri-

BY THE REV. CHARLES T. BERIDGEMAN

archs occupied the four Apostolic sees of
Rome, Alexandria, Antioch and Jerusa-
lem, and the see of Constantinople or
New Rome, which, at least in the Ease,
was regarded as co-equal with old Rome.
When rthe East-West schism came the
four Eastern patriarchates refused 1o
agree 1o what they regarded as the novel
claims of their brother in Rome. These
four had a natural bond: geographically
they were Eastern, linguistically they
used Greek, liturgically they had similar
services, and politically they had once
been part of the old Byzantine Empire.

The fareful fifth century with its bic-
ter theological disputes and FEastern
schisms had weakened the Orthodox
Church from within.  But the grearest
blow to Eastern Christianity as a whole
came in the seventh century when in a
few dramatic years the newly awakened
Arab Moslems quickly gathered to them-
selves the fairest provinces of the East-
ern Roman Empire, Syria, Palestine and
Egypr.

Moslem Arab rule was for the most
part tolerant of Christians us long as they
remembered that they were a congquered,
subject peoples, wards rather than cii-
zens of the new Moslem states. But the
members of the Orthodox Church did
not fare as well as did the dissidents of the
East.  The Eastern secearies who had
been hard pressed by the Byzantine
State and Church almost welcomed a
change of master when the Moslems came
in, and in rm were consciously patron
ized.  Bur the Onhodox Christians who
owed spiritual allegiance to patriarchs of
the defeated Byzantine Empire found
themselves objects of special suspicion:
they were "Romans” and natural sympa-
thizers with the one grear power which
was withstanding the advance of Moslem
rule.

The' Orthodox Church under chirteen
cenruries of Moslem rule naturally suf-
fered from the general tendency of Chris-
tians o escape the restrictions which be-
ser them as a despised minority by be-
coming Moslem.  But in the Parriar-
chates of Alexandria (Egypt) especially
the Orthodox found they could escape
some of their special disabilities by be-
coming adherents of the more favored
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minor Eastern Christian groups. Only
in Asia Minor, Greece, Furopean Turkey
and the Balkans did the Orthodox
Church maintain her pre-eminence.  And
with the spread of Orchodex Christianity
to the pious Slavic nations she remained
numerically and culturally strong,

The Christian minorities of Egypr,
Palestine and Syria evenmually lost cheir
knowledge of Greek and of their local
vernaculars and adopred Arabic, not alone
in the shop and home but also in the
Church. ‘This Arabization of the East-
ern Christians, going along hand in hand
with the Hellenization of the primitive
Arabs, has brought abour the assimilation
in life and customs of the adherents of
Christianity and Islam. Prior to the
rise of modern nationalistic ideas in the
East the divergent religious loyaleies of
the two groups tended to keep them
fairly distinct, but now that Western
political notions are dominant, the Chris-
tians share with the Moslem fellows a
sense of common citizenship in the new
states. The Christians’ proven loyalty o
the new Arab stares and cheir generally
superior educational equipment as well
as their long recognized leadership in
commerce, the professions and letters, has
opened for them a prominent part in
political life. Thus it is thar the Ortho-
dox Church is well represented among
MNear Eastern delegates to the United
Nations,

The four Eastern Orthodox Patriar-
chates present roday diverse internal con-
ditions despite their community of faith
and liturgical homogeneiry,

The Ecumenical Patriarch of Constan-
tinople is still honored as primus inter
pares by his brother parriarchs. Bur afeer
the exchange of populations berween Tur-
key and Greece the Orthodox pracrically
disappeared from their famous commu-
nities in Anatolia, Only in European
Turkey does the Orthodox Church have
many Greek adherents. The autonomous
Church of Greece is rapidly recovering
her former strength; and the Churches
of rthe Balkans, despite the new prob-
lems raised by being under the shadow
of Communist Russia, seem not o have
lose thae vitality they were displaying in
freer days before the last war.

The Orchodox Parriarchate of Alex-
andria (as distince from the numerous
Coptic Patriarchares) lost mose of her
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people under Arab and Turkish rule. Bur
when great numbers of Greeks migrated
to Egypt, The Sudan and down through
Africa in the last century the Parriar-
chate took on a new life. Most of the
faithful are Greek in race and speech,
but there is a considerable Arab popu-
larion which has come in mainly from
Palestine and Syria.  No part of the
Orthodox Church is more progressive
and vieal.

The Patriarch of Antioch, caring for
the Orthodox in whar today we call
Syria and The Lebanon, long ago for-
sook the decaying city of Antioch and
setrled himself in the Arab capitl of Da-
mascus.  The  faithful strongly
Arabicized in the middle nges. Early in
the present century they asserted their
national feeling by refusing longer
have the Greek Parriarchs and bishops
sent them during the heyday of the Otto-
man Empire and chose these ecclesiastics
from among the Arabic-speaking clergy
of their own country, The Church there
is thus Arabic in speech and personnel.

The Pacriarchate of Jerusalem, com-
prising what is now the Kingdom of the
Jordan and the State of lsrael, presents
a more complex picture. The lairy hav-
ing become Arabicized are provided with
priests of their own number w hold
services in Arabic. Buc Jerusalem and
Bethlehem have an international charac-
ter. There ar the great shrines Greek is
still the major licurgical language. The
Brotherthood of the Holy Sepulchre
which proteces Orthodox interests in the
interconfessional shrines has mainained
its Greek character, and the Parriarch is
chosen from their number. This differ-
ence berween the hierarchy and the peo-
ple became in this last century a fruicful
source of national rivalry within the Pa-
trigrchate, fomented by Cearist Russia
for her own ends. Bur now thar the
faithful of the Patriarchate have suffered
with other Arabs in the tragic events of
the lasc few years and greac numbers
of them are scattered as refugees in
Transjordan and adjacent countries, the
common, sorrow seems to have drawn
Arabs and Greeks closer together, How-
ever the dire poverty which bas come
alike to the Brotherhood and the Arab
lasty has placed grear obstacles in the
way of advance in education, of which
there was grear promise under the able

werd

leadership of the hierarchy and eager
laymen.

Meanwhile for a century or more the
Orthodox Church in all the Arab coun-
tries has had 1o suffer from oo zealous
friends from abroad.

Western Christians have gone 1o the
East hoping w spread the Gospel amang
non-Christians and o give comfort o
the Christian remnants. Unhappily they
have felt called upon o disseminate Wes-
tern ideas of the faith and have had
lietle sympathy with or understanding of
traditional Eastern Christianity, which,
whatever its losses during long centur-
ies of isolation, had been loyal o the
primitive faith and had the strengeh and
vitality o hold for Christianity a not
negligible minority.

Ever since the Crusades the Roman
Carholic Church has soughe o bring the
Orthodox and other Eastern Christians
under her rule, Sometimes her mission-
aries have tried o reach the Orthodox
to accepe the Larin liturgy. Those who
have done so are known ac Latins. But
for many centuries there has been an-
other aproach: the offer o allow the
Eastern Church to retain her own litur-
gies, her married priesthood and her
canon laws, provided only rthar she rec-
ognize the Papacy and certain distinct-
ively Roman teachings. This union or
Umiar movement has in the last century
had some success among the Orthodox,
especially in Syria and northern Pales-
une.  These former Orthodox, sill so
like them, are known as Greek Catholicr,
or, less often as Melkites, (Royalists),
because they represent the old royal
Church of Byzantium.

Non-Roman missionaries from the
West have also sought w win from
among the Orthodox adherents to their,
respective viewpoints. The Presbyrerian
mission in Syria and The Lebanon,
though mainly working among Maron-
ites, has drawn some of the Orthodox
inta the Evangelical Church. The Angli-
can mission in Palestine, though offici-
ally not supposed o make proselytes of
other Christians, did in fact in che
last century Anglicize some of the Ortho-
dox. The Lutherans did the same, and
a dozen minor Western Protestant mis-
sions as well.

Dy, Bridgeman's wext article, “Syriae Chriy-
tiamity,” will appear in the February itige.



NEAR EAST FOUNDATION'S PROGRAM FOR DISABLED CIVILIANS IN GREECE

The rehabilitation program for disabled
civilians in Greece, a cooperative project
of the Ministry of Welfare, ECA, and
the MNear East Foundation, grew outr of
the rehabiliation program which was es-
tablished by the Foundation in 1945 ar
the request of the Greek Government.
It was organized by American specialists
in physical therapy, rehabilitation and
social medicine and was entirely financed
by the Near Ease Foundarion as a demon-
stration unril July 1949. Now, as an ex-
panded program, the rehabilitation work
in Greece for the past two and a half
years has helped over five thousand men
and women in making a useful adjuse-
ment despire their handicaps,

Eligibility for the centers’ facilities is
restricted to amputees and persons with
physical disabilities of rhe non-chronic
type such as the blind.  (The incidence
of amputees in Greece is pathetically high
because of the frequent injuries from
land mines scattered in the fields or ma-
liciously concealed in the farms and ap-
purtenances during Greece's seige of guer-
rilla warfare.) Care is taken w exclude
applicants. afflicted with diseases other
than of the orthopedic type. The mini-
mum age limit is sixteen years; children
under this age limit are raken care of by
the government in other institutions

The present Rehabilitarion Cenrer of-
fers the following services

. Social and receprion services

2. Clinical diagnosis

3 Procurement of orthopedic appli-
ances

i. Physical therapy and kindred great-
Iment

5. Vocational rtraining and re-adjuse-
ment

In the BULLETIN for May 1951 an
article "MEF Help in Greece” wld the
story of Christina Exindaveloni and her
successful adjustment after the loss of
both legs. Christina’s story is multiplied
many times as the Foundarion's workers
provide the vocational eraining that en-
ables these handicapped civilians o make
a useful life for themselves,

The procurement of artificial limbs
and other prosthetic aids has been from
the beginning the object of special at-
rention,  Pasr experience with appliances
supplied by srate services indicated that

little if any awention was given tw the
physical and psychological preparation of
a patient for the reception of prosthesis,
and in many cases the appliance was re-
jected as “clumsy and useless”, leaving
the patient as helpless as before,  Afrer
experimenting with private limb manu-
facturers, it was found advisable to make
arrangements with the limb factory of
the Ministry of War, and close coopera-
tion has been insured in the making and
ficting of artificial limbs and braces ar
reasonable cost.  These arrangements are
supplemented with appropriate prepara-
tion of the stump and careful training
in the use of the appliance. The parient
is thus assisted o rewrn o his work
with hopeful expectations and rencwed
confidence in Special
workers are assigned to the handling of
the ampuree from the time of his Ffirst

his  capability

clinical examination until the Fficting of
his artificial limb.

Eligibility for wvocarional training is
derermined by a study of the applicant’s
physical capacities; his mental apritude
and the potentialities of the selected rrade
in his place of residence. Upon comple-
tion of the training, the handicapped per-
son is supplied with the tools needed for
starting in his rade,  Employment assis-
tance is offered within the possibilities of
présent conditions, bur it has been found

A% . L
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that re-training in independent trades
offered better possibilities than prepara-
tion for industrial or business employ-
ment,

For women there are courses in dress-
making and cutting, and for the men
there are courses in tailoring, shoe-mak-
ing, cobbling, and warch repair.  The
blind are trained in chair-caning, broom-
making, basketry, music, and typing.
They are also instructed in reading, writ-
ing, and arithmeric in Braille,

The Residential Center for the bodily
disabled ar Psychico, a suburh of Arthens
provides accommaodation for 100 persons.
I also includes the vocanonal training
shops for men, while the dress-making
workshops for women are operated in the
Therapy Center, which is housed in a
wing of the Rizarion Hospiral in Athens.
The Residential Cenrer for the blind is
located in Athens, and includes training
workshops,

The work ar the various units of this
program is carried our by o Greek staff,
under the general director of Miss Em-
ilie Willms, B. M., from Parerson, New
Jersey,
specialists who at various times worked
i the Centers, the Greek staff members
have acquired admirable skill in their

Under the traning of Amernicin

tasks, and the enthusiasm they display
is praiseworthy,

Setting-up cnercises at the Mear East Foundation's rehabilitation center in Athens
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NEW BOOKS ON THE NEAR EAST

Cairg to Damascas by John Roy Carl-
son. Alfred A, Knopf, 1951, 474 pages,
$4.50,

Here is a book thar is both unformn-
are and unfair. Unfortunate, because the
aurhor, whose name (a pen-name of a
journalist of Armenian background) is
well known since his previous books
have had a wide circulation and this
book, which will no doubt have large
sales too, presents a most regrettable in-
terpretation of recent events in the Near
Fase. Mr. Carlson's story and s dis-
torted implicarions will be accepred naive-
ly by the average American due o the
tragic ignorance in America of the Mos-
lem world. Unfair, because with incred-

ible bias and prejudice, admicredly us-
ing deceitful methods o secure the in-
formation, 1 one-sided picture, from the
lowest types and most fanatical kinds of
sources, has been given of whar has
been going on in Arab lands, How much
we do need in this country a book for
popular reading presenting  Ffairly and
incelligently the Arab with his achieve-
ments, his failures, his problems, his ideas,
and his crucial and straregic relevance in
the present world seruggle for peace and
frecdom!

Thiz review war wreitton by

CHAELES TUDOR LEBER, Admimutratroe Of
ficer of the Board of Foreign Mitriomi and
Ovariear Interchuarch Service of the Presbyle
rian Church in the U 5. A.

ARABIAN RENAISSANCE

(Continted from Page 4)
The Government and the Company co-
operated on the project and its now
being extended inland. There is bur lirtle
doubr thar malaria, once the scourge of
Arabia, can and will be eliminated for
all practical purposes.

Innuraerable public works have resule-
ed from the royalties and faxes paid on
ail production. New modern airports
have been built.  Piers have been con-
strucred in Jedda and Dammam. Schools,
hospirals and adequate government build-
ings have been construceed,  Large-scale
housing projects are under way. To pro-
vide low-cost regular transporeation into
the interior a 350000000 railroad —
the first in Arabia since the famed Law-
rence destroved the north and south line
running along the Red Sea — has been
installed running west from the Persian
Gulf o Riyadh, the capital. Built and
financed by Aramco, the line is being
paid for entirely by the Saudi Arabs and
is expected o produce large-scale eco-
nomic benefits for Saudi Arabia,

One of the grear contribunions o the
economic life of the country was initiared
five years ago when Arameco formed the
Arab  Industrial Development  Depare-
ment, This group of 16 men spend their
full time counseling and advising Saudi
Arabs who wish o set up their own
firms.
four years ago, more than nine hundred

Strting with four employees
firms of independent entreprencurs with
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more than nine thousand employees of
their own have been formed since then.
They have been encouraged o take any
contracts they are capable of handling
for Saudi Arab acriviries, as well as com-
pany activities. A hitherro  non-existent
economically strong middle class, firmly
sold on the free enterprise system, is rap-
idly being developed.

There have been large sociological as
well as marerial benefits. One unantici-
pated effect ocourred during rhe building
of the trans-Arabian pipeline system
Since earliest antiquity hundreds of thou-
sands of Bedouin nomads have ranged
all over the vast deserr lands southwest
of Tapline’s route. Each March or April
they have migrated chree hundred males
or maore nn]’!l'll.'.l.,‘il“'ilrd LN HI’.’[ZI.I'LE l.lﬂl.‘ih'
in the Euphrates Valley. Then in Ocro-
ber or November there would be a return
migration for winter grazing in the des-
ert. During those hard migrations a large
percentage of herds died, but thar was
the only known way of life on the desert
and it was philosophically accepred.

It was so accepred until Tapline's first
water well came in. Then, as if word had
spread across the desert by mental tele-
pachy, the horizon darkened with con.
verging tribes.  They made rtheir camps
by the water.

As far back as a year ago a rough count
indicared chat one well alone was supply-
ing water o 12,000 Bedouins, 20,000
camels and 40000 fac-tailed sheep and

goats.  Ir was esumarted thar during the

summer of 1951 Tapline was supplying
free water, all along rhe ling, 1o more
than 150,000 camels and perhaps double
that number of sheep and goars. Some
100,000 Bedouins had by rthar rime set
up camp around the water holes.  There
are warer tanks ar each pumping station
and troughs have been erccied o facili-
tare the watering of livestock, [t is not
unusual o see several thousand animals
lined up waiting their turns ac  these
trovghs.

The nomad Bedouins have never ununl
now  received any medical service by
trained doctors and dentists. Tapline doc-
tors are working overtime o keep up
with the demand for their services.

The story of oil in Arabia is an ex-
It has meant a new life for
the inhabitants of that area. It has
meant oil for Burope and Far East. Mose
imparzant of all, however, it has broughe
Arab-American friendship, murual under-
standing and cooperation in whar has
often been described as the most sera-
tegic area in the world oday

Ciang one

WHAT IS IT?

The photograph on page 12 (from
the National Tourist Organization  of
Greece) shows the ruins of Philippi
where Paul preached the Gospel for che
first rime in Europe in 50 A, D,
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Mre. Hubert Davis instructs a class at Athens College in typing and stenography under
the provisions of Point 4 aid,

Point 4 Aid at Athens College

From all over Greece
young men have gathered ar Athens
College this year 1o stody science, com-
mercial subjects, and o learn manual oc-
cupations under a program administered
by the Technical Cooperation Adminis-
eration { Point Four Aad ).

ninety-four

In additicn to their tuiton, many of
these boys are receiving board and room,
medical acrention, school supplies and
clothing, rextbooks and wavel allowance.
The weal expenditure of the Point Four
grant for these ninery-four scholarships
for this year is more than fifty thousand
dollars,

It 15 interesting o note that the boys
come, not only from Athens, but from
all over the historic islands and prov-
inces of Greece. Macedonia, Artica, Epir-
us, Crere, Chios, Myrtilene, Missolonghi,
Sparea, and other distinguished places are
represented by youths who are learning
vocational skills by American methods
at Athens College. Since 1925 the col-
lege, @ member of the Near East Col-
lege Associarion, has been serving the
young men of Greece. Its current en
rollment i1s more than a thousand, Dr,
Homer W. Davis has been president of
the institution since 1930,

Ir should be emphasized that the Point
Four granc is specified for certain courses
and for a cermain length of tme. The
students ar Athens College who are study-

ing in the field of commerce and manual

training, 45 designited by the provisions
of the Point Four agreement between
the college and the United States Gov-
ernment, are special students and their
period of study will cover two years. The
grant cannot be used for smudents en-
rolled in the regular curriculum, and
the funds cannot be uwsed for the build-
g construction program of the college,

MEAR EAST DEVELOPMENT SERVICE
(Continaed [from Page 5)

start of village rehabilitadon activities

actually dates from about Muarch, 1951.

Bur progress is already visible,

For example, the income of the wvil-
lagers of Isfahanak (licde Isfahan), near
the ancient Persian center of are and
culture, Isfahan, has risen tén percent
The improvement is seen in a lower ma-
laria rate, the resulr of the introduction
of DDT and simple techniques of mos-
quito contrel. It is seen in Ffields yeld-
ing betrer crops, the resulr of the intro-
duction of a few improved varieries of
seed and a few simple innovations in
agricultural and irrigation pracrices. It
15 seen in vegetable parches flourishing
under the care of the cager students of
Isfabanak's first school

From a handful in March, the Ameri-
can techmical staff had grown by mid-sum-
mer o & 5Core, “'I[I'l teams \‘.‘ﬂrkjlle; (e]118
of two regional centers, lIsfahan and
Shabriar. By pext March, the American
staff, including the ceneral adminiscracive

and technical staff in Tehran, is expected

o total about 120 with reams working
out of ten regional centers. Five new
centers, in Shiraz, Meshed, Brabul, Ham-
adan and Tabriz, are now being staffed,

The average village improvement team
consists of seven American rechnicians:
a chief and an administrative assistan, a
docror, & nurse midwife, a sanitarian, an
agriculturise and a rural education special-
ist. Their ranks are bolstered by lranian
technicians: in several or all of these
fields and as quickly as possible the reams
erain village inhabirants o become teach-
ers.

Ruth Johnson, Point 4 nurse midwife
in the Shabiciar districe, wrote o NEDS
headquarters recently abour her work: in
the village of Ali Shah Avaz:

"As soon as the people in the villages
become betrer acquainted with the pro-
gram, village girls will be recruired w
train as health visitors, Few of the vil-
lage girls can read or write and the peo-
ple are not keen on women working out-
side the home, so the job is not easy,

“Yesterday while 1 was reaching a
mother how o prepare powdered milk
for her baby, abour thirey people gath-
ered in the courtyard of the house w
watch the procedure. An interesred andi-
ence 15 always available, whether in the
home, roadside or clinic, so our health
program is growing.”

The village improvement program is
regarded as the most significant phase
of Point 4 cooperation in Iran because
it is laying the foundarion for long term,
general  economic development in chatr
I..,'I.HII'I."'!"_ B'l.“' mare dl';i]‘nqlﬁjl. ..I"d Hf H'I'l;'at
significance for the Middle East as a
whole as well as Iran iself is the pro-
gress already made in malaria control
and locust control,

A malaria control campaign beégun in
1950 by the Iranian Government was €x-
panded this year with the aid of 220
tons of DDT supplied by Point 4. In
its first year, the campaign reduced the
incidence of malaria in thousands of vil-
lage homes from eighty to thirey percent,
This year the incidence in these and
other thousands of homes should be fur-
ther reduced, perhaps to fifteen percent
Iran can now hope o become malaria-
free in a few years.

Aecrial spraying as a locust control mea-

sure in Iran is helping o rid the counery

of these age-old pests,
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MEAR EASTERN LEADERS

Mohamed Fadhil |amali (phatograph ar the
left! has been lrag's permanent delegate to the
United Nationg since 194%. He i head of
the lragi delegation to the current Genaral
Assembly.

Born near Baghdad in 1903, Dr. Jamali was
educated at the Higher Teachers Traming Col
lege in Baghdad, and gradusted from the Amer-
can University of Boirut in 1927 He studied
at the University of Chicage on a Macy grant
in 1929-32 and received his M. A, degree and
hin Ph.D. degree at Columbia Univrsity

He was an elementary school teacher in Irag
wm 1924-1929, In 1932 he served a5 an attach:
ta the Monrce Commission which was in Irag
to make an educational swivey, He was 3 lezs
tarer in educaticnal ph-l{l'thg. ind szhoal man
agement at the Higher Teachers Traiming Col
lge in Baghdad from 1932 wonidl 1942 He held
the positions of supervisor-genesal, dicector-gen
eral, and inspector-gencral of educational amd
public instruction from 1932 uanl 1542,

Di. lamali has made a study of educational
systems in England, France, Cermany, Turkey
and Egypt.

He war Director General of Foreign Abfairs
with the rank of minister in 1944 1945 In
1946-1948 he was Minister of Forgign Affairs
and o 1949 he was Ilrag's minister to Egypt
Im 1949 he was named permancnt reprodenta
tive to the UN

He represented lrag at the Arab League con
terences in 1946 and 1948, and at the Palestine
Conference in 1946 in Londan.

Dr. Jamali is an swthor a3 well as a teacher
and statesman. He is president of the Mew Edu
cational Fellowship Society of Irag
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