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THE OTTOMAN PARLIAMENT.

715t Sesszion (April 12). A petition from the Fmir
of Mecca requesting that the salary of the Sheikh of Meeca
and Medina not be reduced was referred, together with the
Grand Vizier's letter, to the Committee. The general fiscal
bill passed its first reading, articles 38 —64 being accepted
with the exception of the 45t which was referred to the
Committee. The election of two Deputies from Yemen was ra-
tified. In reply to a question asked by Daghavarian Effendi
a representative of the department of Agriculture read a pa-
per with reference to the damage done by murrain, The
Deputy regarded the reply as unsatisfactory and began lo
cxplain his reasons. The represeniative of the department
of Agriculture interupted him with foul and abusive language,
and was at once ejected from the House, The 3 -9 articles
of the bill of concessions were accepted, the 5th article, which
exempls from taxation raw material in Turkey and that which
is imported, was weleomed with applause. The 1000 and 110
articles were referred to the Commiitee.

724 Session (April 13). A vizierial letter with refer-
ence to the pensions of religious officials was referred to the
Committee on Finance. A document was received from the
Senate setting forth the impropriety of subjecting the collee-
tion of the income of the Evkaf (the Bureau presiding over
the properties deeded for religions and charitable purposes,
an jnstitution peculiar to Islam) to the same law as that for
the collection of government laxes. It was voled to apply
to this document that article of the constitution which forbids
the reconsideration, during the same session, by Parliament
of a bill which has been rejected by the Senate. A letler
from the Minisler of Agriculture was read in which he ex-
pressed regret for the language used by his representative,
Mehmed Ali Bey, at the previous day's session and that,
being very much agitated over the incident, Mehmed Ali Bey
had handed in his resignation, more over thal, if necessary, he
himself was ready to come and make explanations. The re-
signation of the official was not accepted. Khoulousi Bey,
assistant of the Minister of Public Works, in reply to a
question, said that during the last 40 years the Euphrates
river had changed its course. It had been necessary to erect
an embankment near Hindiheyi, bul that had been desiroyed
aud another had not been built. Sir William Willcocks deemed
it best to renew the old embankment. According lo the maps
thus far prepared (here were 500,000 hectares (1,235,500
acres) of land in need of irrigation, which otherwise cannot
be made to yield profit. These explanations were accepted
as sufficienl. The document from the Senate with reference

to the collection of the income of the Evicaf, which had been
set aside by vote, for the time being, in accordance with the
54!h article of the Constitution, was taken up again and sent
to the examining Committee on the ground that {he 54th ar-
ticle had been amended and therefore does not justify the
suspension of action on the Senate's document. At the af-
ternoon session the articles of the bill on administrative re-
form, which been returned to the Committee for revision,
were read and accepted. The bill of the government calling
for a reduction in postage rales on newspapers and period-
icals was taken up and three articles were accepted on the
ground of wrgency. The bill consists of (he following,
(1) The newspapers and periodicals published in Turkey
shall be free from postal monopoly, (2) the posial rate for
newspapers and periodicals, together with their supplemenis,
within the limits of the Empire shall be 2 paras for every 50
grams or fraction there of, (3) in accordance with article
2d and the schedule of rates for ordinary printed matter the
maximum weight of packages shall not exceed 5 kilos,

Note. A comparison with American postage raies for
newspapers and periodicals shows that, if this bill becomes
law, the Ottoman domestic postal service will charge 18],
cents as against 1 cent charged in America. The present rate
in Turkey for newspapers and periodicals is 1 cent for 30
grams, or 8 ¥/, cents as against | cent charged for the same
amount in America.

784 Session (April 16} A letter from the Grand
Vizier was read in which was emphasized the importance of
indicating carefully the date of acceptance of laws sent from
the legislative to the execulive body, also another letter an-
nouncing that the bill for the reorganization of the police
and gendarmery was being delayed because the special re-
gulations for organizations indicated in the Budget were not
ready. The bill bearing on enrollment for military service,
after general discussion, was taken up article by arlicle. Ar-
ticle 1 beginning "All Ottoman subjects, under the provi-
sions of this law, are obliged to render military service . . . "
was amended to read “All Ottomans ete.” At the afternoon
session the leader of the Popular Party presented a new
Press bill.  Another resolution was offered to the effect that
Judges, like ordinary people, should be allowed to purchase
land, and still another that Ministers, Senators, and Deputies,
also all government officials should not be allowed to become
directors on the managing boards of banks and monopolies,
The second article of the bill of military enrollment, accepted
after long discussion, consists of the following : every male
who, according to the official registers, has completed his
20t year, on the 15t day of the following March enters the
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age of mililary service and is subject to enrollment. The
3d article consists of the following: the period of military
service among the land forces is 25 years, the first three
years active, O years first reserve, 9 years reserve, 7 years in
the militia. In the music corps the term of active service is'5
years, first reserve 4 years, 6 years reserve, The general discus-
sion of the bill was closed and when certain amendments
were to be put to vote a dispute arose and the majority left
the House. The principal point was the reduction of active
service from three to lwo years,

AMERICAN COLLEGE FOR GIRLS.
Summary of the Report of the Weather Bureau for the
wezk April 23rd-30th,

{Observations  of pressure, maximum and  minimum  temperature,
humidity and rainfall are taken daily at 8a. m.)

Average pressure. 20.73 inches.
Maximum » (April 20th.} 20801 &
Minimum » (April 23rd.) 20632

Average temperalures, 50.80 F.
Maximum » {April 27th.) T1.60 »
Minimum » (April 24nd.} 425 »

Average humidity. T4,
Maximum » {April 24th.} 90, »
Minimum  » (April 25th.) 60, »

Rainfall. 005 inches,

Fifty-seven students have remained at the College through
the holidays, and a number of excursions have been arranged
for their pleasure. On Monday a'large parly wenl to Prinki-
po. Wednesday morning a number visited St. Sophia, and
other mosques and in the afternoon went up the Golden Horn
to the Sweet Waters of Europe, relurning at sunset to Scula-
ri. On Friday there was an excursion to St. Stefano and the
Walls of the City. With these trips and shopping and re-
hearsals at Arnaoulkeuy for the play, the time is passing most
pleasantly and all loo quickly.

Dr. Patrick is spending the holiday at Prinkipo, but came
to the city on Wednesday to give a lecture at Somerville
House.

Miss Abbie Sybil Montague, of the Greek Department of
Wellesley College, and her friend. Miss Channing of Boston,
visited the College this week.

HENRY HARRIS JESSUP,

A felegram from Beirut announces the death of the Rev.
Henry H. Jessup, D.D. on Thursday April 28th.

Dr. Jessup was a missionary of the Presbyterian Board
in Syria for fifty-four years. He was widely known, and be-
loved by all who knew the richness and purity of his christian
character. He was of the John G. Paton type, modest in re-
gard to himself, but mighty in his apostleship of love. In 1879
he served as Moderator of the General Assembly, and at ano-
ther time he was inviled to become one of the secretaries of

the Presbylerian Board, but he declined this honor and all
that il would bring to him, because he fell that his heart and
life belonged to his people in Syria.

Dr. Jessup was born in 1832, He graduated from Yale,
and Union Theological Seminary. After ordinalion in 1855,
hie was appointed as a missionary to Tripoli, Syria, where he
remained four years. Since 1860 he has been located at Beirut,
where, in addition to his other work, he has served as mis-
sipnary editor of the [Arabic journal, “El Neshrah,” and as
professor of [theology and homiletics in the Seminary. He is
also the anthor of several books.

THE HYGIENE LECTURES
OPEN TO ADULTS

(The following article has been prepared af the request of
the Editors.)

From what | had learned from Dr. Patrick on the stea-
mer and from other reliable sources after my arrival in refer-
ence o the high mortality from Tuberculosis in this and other
cities of the Empire*, and of the prevalence of other conta-
gious diseases and disease-breeding conditions, | was convinced
that few things that we could do would be more useful
than lo try to awaken a vilal interest in and increase the know-
ledge of hygiene, and perhaps ultimately bring about a general
and determined attack on Tuberculosis such as is proving so
beneficial in America loday.

Every one seemed to think that we should have “our
trouble for our pains” and that it would be impossible to get
any audiences —neverltheless Dr. Patrick authorized the De-
partment of Biology to make the trial.

Or first opportunity came through a request from the
Armenian Women's Club of Sculari, and we secured an Ar-
menian physician, trained in Edinboro, and a physician and
Professor in Persia for many years, to speak on Tuberculosis,
We provided a hundred leaflets of “How to Avoid and How
to Cure Tuberculosis,” in Armenian, to distribute after the
lecture, wondering whether half of them would be needed.
Private invitations were sent out and notices put in the pa-
pers. To our surprise and pleasure the audience numbered
about 300, and were not only grateful but several asked that
the lectures should be continued and the only criticism was
that it was too short. Laler, at the request of a member of
the Imperial Sanitary Commission, we had a series of lectures
in Turkish. One of these was for the public, the remainder
were open only to ladies in order that the Turkish ladies
might be able to attend. We had been told that it would be
more difficult to secure their interest, so we did not expect
such large audiences, "and it was further argued that the Ar-

* Dr. Rifaat Bey, member of the Imperial Health Com-
mission, and of the Municipal Board of Health, who has had
experience as inspector through much of the Empire, as well
as here in Constantinople, says that the deaths from Tuber-
culosis, in one form or another, are at least 30 0fy of the total
mortality.
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nienians, lthe women especially, have had for years so

much more freedom than the Turkish women that |'I
they are much better informed, as a whole, in these |
matters.  We secured excellent speakers, men trained
in France and Gevmany, and had leclures on the fol-
lowing subjects:  Typhoid-fever, Tuberculosis, Con-
tagious Diseases of Children, Hygiene andFood of
Children, Education of Women from the standpoint
of Physiolagy and Hygiene, The Sanitary Care of the
Flouse and The Importance of Phy sical Education for
Women

The attendance has varied, but was generally over
sixtyand at the last leclure there were at least a hun-
dred and (wenty-five Turkish ladies from oulside.
The one lecture open} to Turkish gentlemen, must
have seemed valuable to them, for, before leaving, the
speaker was engaged to address a large Turkish mens'
Club in Scutari,

The expressions of appreciation and thanks have
been numerous and sincere, For whalever may besaid
of Oriental extravagance of expression and politeness, it
would not have brought out twenty ladies fon the third day
of a cold March storm of wind and rain and spow, when the
roads were almost impassable and carriages very  difficult (o
seeure. Nor would the Governor of Scutari have troubled,
out of mere formality, to showhis appreciation” by sending us
a manusc ript letter in French, of which the [lollowing is a
tranzlation.

Marel 4, [910
Madame Presidem,

The lecture invitation which you so kindly] sent us, has
given us great pleasure, You are to be complimented upon
the endeavors which you are generonsky making for the in-
tellectual development of young women which is of greal
benefit to our country, and above all for this genernl
acquaintance with science and education which you wish to
promoleby offering lectures {o Turkish ladies,

We have for a long time held the American people in
respect, the maost advanced of the nations, and the best
endowed with the spirit of activity and initiative,

The educational and philanthropic work which the
American schools carry on in order to introduce this manner
of life and work among us, increases our national affection for
the United States and draws closer the bonds of friendship
which already unite the two countries,

Your underiakings, Madame, from this point of view,
are worthy of my sincere congratulations,

| take advantage of this opportunity, therefore, 1o thank
you for all the courtesies which you have so kindly extended
to us,

Accepl, Madame President, the assurance of myhighest
regards,

The Governor of Scutard

A- FAIK

New Bullding, St. Panl’s Institute, Tarsus

Surely it is evidenl that the people are ready and glad
to fisten.  The women appreciate o good speaker, and are
ready to respond to those who show the important role that
women play in developing the health and strength of a na-
tion and the responsibility which, therefore, rests upon them.
And, allhough the men seem  to feel that their fime and
energy are needed in what seem 1o them more urgent legis-
lative matters, we believe that if Ametican and English peo-
ple take up the matter in a helpful and tactful way. the Turks
will soon realize that to rouse all the races of this complex
Empire to fight, shoulder to shoulder, against the common
foe, disease, will not only enormously improve the healih of
the nation, but will also greaily lessen the political friction.

We are glad that Mrs. Marden is having a similar course
of lectures al Gedik Pasha. Our only regret is that lack of
means and the increasing number of College appoiniments
for the Inst weeks of the year made il neeessary to close when
interest was so great, but we hope to begin earlier next year,
and to have a larger number of lectures.

EmiLy Ray OREGORY
Professor of Biology.

MEETINGS IN CHURCHES VETOED.

The Catholikos of the Armenians, having heard  of the
agifation caused by the question of allowing the Churches lo
be used for secular meelings of all sorts, has written a letter
to the Patriarch in which be strictly forbids such permission
being given. It is seldom that the Head of this most demo-
cratic among established Churches makes use of his preroga-
tive of velo, but his action under these circumstances will give
general satisfaction because it will serve to check the Tash-
nagists in their ignoble campaign against the principles for
which the Church stands,
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AMERICAN SCHOOL
GEDIK PASHA.

School closed for the Easter Holiday April 27, and opens
again May 9. On the afternoon of April 27, Accession Day,
the pupils had a parade in the garden, carrying banners and
singing patriotic songs, closing with an enthusiastic speech
by Yavher Bey, the Turkish Masler, contrasting the leeling
of the people toward the present ruler with that held by them
for his predecessor and closing with an exhortation to the
boys and girls to love their Sovereign, their Country, and
the Constitution.

In the evening Slamboul was a blaze of glory in honor
of the Sultan of the Osmanlis.

On Thursday April 25th Dr. Riza Tewfik Bey, the well
known orator, gave a lecture to women which was listened to
by a large and appreciative audience, composed largely of
Turkish ladies. The upper class of the Dar-ul-Maluinat were
present with several teachers.

We are greally indebted to Dr. Riza Bey for the series of
helpful and instructive lectures he has given during the past
months, [t is a rare opportunity to listen to his brilliant dis-
courses. He will lecture again on Friday May 6th on The
Relalion of Matter and Mind.

Miss Jones is spending a few days at the Brusa Baths,
for needed rest.

NOTES,
Mr. Macallum of Marash writes to Mr. Peet as follows :

“1 was very glad to get your last Lt. 500, It was at once
divided up between Marash, Zeitoun, and the villages and is
being distributed as quickly and as wisely as possible. 1 keep
hearing of what seem to be well authenticaled cases of the
death of children from starvation. One family in the Geok-
sun plain lost a child through poisoning, owing to careless-
ness in collecting grass, Some poisonons weeds were mixed
with the others. The whole family became sick but all re-
covered except the child referred to'.

Rev. W. N. Chambers of Adana writes, under date of
April 23d | as follows :

I have just refurned from Hadjin, after an absence of two
weeks."** The country is quiet. In dications of the massacre are
few. Business is brisk, and the promise of a large harvest is
extremely good. It was a pleasure to ride through miles of
fields of heavy grain, whe at and barley.

The sad, sad indications of the awiul massacre are the
widows and orphans.  The energy of the Vali, Djemal Bey,
has accomplished wonders, but there are wonders siill lo be
performed.

The Baghdad R. R. people have staked out much of
their line acress the plain, and grading has begun in some
places.
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SCHOOL OF DENTISTRY

A School of Dentistry will be opened in the Syrian Prot-
estant College in Beirut in October, 1910. The standard of
the School will be high, and the course of instruction will
cover three years. Upon graduation the students will receive
the degree of Doctor of Dental Science. In accordance with
the practice of the best schools in America, the studies of (he
first year will be practically identical with the studies of the
first year Medical Course. The ferms of admission will be
the same as those required for entrance into the Schools of
Medicine and Pharmacy. The tuilion fee will be L. 10 pay-
able in advance. The entrance examinations will be held on
June 27 to 28, and on Oct, 10 to 13,

EDWARD LA FONTAINE & SONS

Established 1535
Angora & Korassandjian Hans; Sirkedji, Constantinople.

A British firm transacting business as Commission Mer-
chanis, Coal Merchants, Fire & Marine Insurance Agents,
Shipping Agents, Rubber Shoe Merchanis etc., ete.

ALSO
WHOLESALE DRUGGISTS

This is a new Department, which is being run on up to
date lines.

We can suply all Pharmaceutical reguirements at rock
bottom prices, and would esteem the favour of enguiries.

We act as Wholesale depot in Turkey for Messrs Bur-
roughs, Wellcome & Co. of London and always keep in hand
a large and varied Stock of their fine products, which are
sold, by agreement, at London list prices,

THE ORIENT

A weekly, English paper published at the American Bible
House, Constantinople.

Terms, Annval subscription for Turkey, Bulgaria, Egypt,
and Persia 20 pinsters gold.

For America, England, and other Couniries * 1,2, or 4
shillings.

Single Copies 20 paras, or 1 penny,
paras, or twopence.

Cheques, money orders, cash, or stamps in payment for sub-
scriptions or adverfising shonld be sent 1o W. W, Peel, Esq., Trea-
surer, Awierican Bible House, Constantinople, Turkey. (Open Mail,
via London.)

Special Mumbers 40




