


Syria

Syria has come full circle in a year, despite three
military coups, with the same Premier, Khaled el-Azem,
who was first installed in office December 17, 1948,
The problem that Premier el-Azem faces is the one he
faced a year ago, the 1ssue of Syria’s hinances. Both seate
and national income are 50 low as to raise the question
whether Syria is a viable state. She musc deal with
military expenditures in excess of the present financial
capacity of the young republic. Military intervention in
political atfairs, as evinced in the coups of 1949, makes
the problem the more pressing,

Syria does have the advantage of maintaining vir-
wally no external or public debr. The surplus lefr in
the treasury at the end of the French mandate has been
spent by the Premier’s predecessors. The intervening
regimes never stayed in office long enough w build up
a public debt.

The coups occurred in March, August and Decem-
ber. The crisis was considered ar an end late in Decem-
ber, after the December 19 coup, when Provisional Pres-
ident Hashermn al-Atassi named el-Azem as Premier w
form a new cabiner.

Turkey

Delegares from four of the largest opium exporting
niations, Turkey, Iran, Yugoslavia, and India, met in ses-
sion in Ankara early in December o conclude an agree-
ment on the percentage of the world's supply each would
supply. The delegates, forming a subcommirttee of the
United Mations Economic and Social Council's narcotics
drugs commission, cleared the way for the opium im-
porting nations o decide the annual amounts of che drug
needed for medical and scientibic purposes.

- - -

Turkey has become one of the countries o benefir
under the Fulbright Act wich the signing of an agree-
ment late in December by United States Ambassador
George Wadsworth and Faik Zihini Akdur, secretary
general of the Turkish Foreign Ministry. Total funds
available from United States war surplus goods in Tur-
key amount o §5,000,000,

The Fulbright agreement follows the usual pareern,
with the provision of travel funds both ways for Turkish
students in the United States. American students will re-
ceive grants for studies in Turkey. American education
al institutions in Turkey, if qualificd, will receive schol-
arships for Turkish students and salaries for American
teachers. The funds will be furnished by the Turkish
Government in its own currency exclusively.

Greece
Civilian rail traffic between Athens and Salonika,
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Greece's second largest town and seaport, was resumed
last December after nine years of war and strife. The
King and Queen and General James A. Van Fleet of
the United States were aboard the second of the two
trains that rolled intw Salonika, where they atended a
religious service held in the station.

The restoration of this route, made possible through
Unired States aid funds, will mean the linking of the
terule agriculural lands of northern Greece and the mar-
kets in the capital area, and the result may be a gencral
fall in commodity prices.

L] . -

The Greek Government, with the assistance of the
UN World Healch Organizacion (WHO) has started
a nation-wide campaign against tuberculosis. The gov-
ernment plans to establish three laboratories for tests and
treatment, one in Salonika, and two in Athens,

Egypt

The vorers of Egypt went to the polls January 3
in the firse election in twenty-five years in which all po-
litical parties ook pare. The Watdist party, out of power
since its control of the pro-Allied wartime government
from 1942 o 1944, piled up a large majority in the elec-
tion of a new Chamber of Deputies, which will have 319
members, as against the 264 members elected at the lase
general election in January 1945. Thirty-one of these
deputies are elecred from Cairo.

Annual NECA Opera Benefit

The twenty-second annual Metropolitan Opera Ben-
etic tor the Near East College Association was held the
atternoon of December 27, when Miss Lily Pons made
her tirse appearance of the season in Donizerti's "Lucia
di Lammermoor’'.

A capacity house heard Miss Pons in the role in
which she made her Metropolitan debut in January 1931,
Jan Peerce, Thelma Vortipka, Francesco Valentino, Jer-
ome Hines, Felix Knight and Leslic Chabay appeared
with Miss Pons, with Pierro Cimara as conductor of the
orchestra.

The Shah of Iran was a distinguished guest at the
performance, the proceeds from which will be used w
help support six American colleges in four Near Eastern
countries:  Athens College in Greece, American Univer-
sity of Beirur and Inrernational College in Lebanon, Da-
mascus College in Syria, Robert College and the Ameri-
can College for Girls in Turkey.

Box-holders for the benefit included: Mr. and Mrs,
George S, Armstrong, Mrs. Edwin M. Bulkley, Mrs,
Cleveland E. Dodge, Mr. and Mrs. Allen W, Dulles, Mr,
and Mrs. Arthur B. Foye, Miss Virginia C. Gildersleeve,
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Some Reasons For Internationalizing Jerusalem
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pialens  from 1924 wond 1944, where b
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pal Cherch on the staff of the Auglican Bisbop
i Jeruialerm, Later be war Residentiory Canon
of the Cathedral and Archdvacon of Syria and
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leme corrpipondent of THE TIMES of London
and wvote extensively on ecclediastical, bistor
ical, political and ecomomic ialijects relating

) ihe Middle Eant for tarioss fnlernaiional
fosireal EDITOR

The Assembly of the United Narions

has reaffirmed 1ts decision of 1947 1o
place Jerusslem, Bethlehem and the ad-
jacent territory of about 100 square miles
under permanent international conerol
Israel and the Hashemire Kingdom of

Jordan, whose military forces now di
vide conerol of the Holy City and the
area, have each expressed their determin
arion not o surrender o @n international
body the parts they have won by force of
arms. Israel has gone so far as 1o initisoe
steps towards moaking Jerusalem the cap-
ital of the Stare of lsrael and has form-
ally rejecied the request of the Trustee-
ship Council to desist.  Furthermore bath
lsrael and Jordan have spoken as though
they were ready 1o resorr to force w
thwart the decision of the United MNa
fons

In view of this simation there are

many within the United Narions and in

‘ Hadassah
" Hospital
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the public ar large who ask whether af-
ter all there 15 any case for placing
Jerusalem and Bechlehem under inrerna-
tional control, provided some supervision
can be given o certnin “international
Holy Places”.

The argument for partiion berween
Israelis and Jordan Arabs rests gpon cer-
AN assumprions so often H'j\t:.l!l‘.‘\] thar
the public rakes them for eseablished
facts, Such are 1) that Jerusalem is so
exclusively associated with the Jews that
they can righefully demand it be their
capital; 2} that there are really two Jer-
pselems: the old "Walled City”, now in

Arab conrrol, and the "MNew Jerusalem”
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established and mainly occupied by Jews,
now in Israeli control; 3) that these two
cities can casily be separated; and 4)
that in a situation where rwo rival nations
both claim the same city, it is a reason-
able compromise to acquiesce in their
expressed desire o divide it berween
them.

In reply one would seek, among other
things, 1o point out thatr Jerusalem 15 not
two but owe indivisible ciey, which can-
not be divided without grave injury to
the interests of the city as a whole; that
the City of Peace would be made into
an armed military outpost ever threat-
ened with war; and thar eiral interesis of
the Christsan population of Jerusalem and
Bethlehem bave been complerely ignored
in dividing control of the area berween
Jews and Moslems.

1. Hisrory. The historic connection of
Christians with Jerusalem 1s as import-
ant and significant as thar of the Jews
and of the Moslems, In the last three
thousand years Jews were the main oc-
cupants of the city for only about one
thousand years; and have exercised po-
litical control of it for but 600 years.
Christians have been there for two thou-
sand years, and for 518 years the ciry
was ruled by Christian nations. The Mos-
lem Arabs caprured the city in 639, and,
in all, Arabs have ruled it for 420 years.
Moslem Turks ruled it for 425 years. To
be sure, Jerusalem as a religious center
has always been of supreme importance
to devour Jews. But so has it been o
Christians, whose religious stake in the
city 15 second o none. MNor can we for-
ger the ciry's importance o Moslems. e
15 a city of three faiths, not of one, nor of
Wi,

2. Population. The only just basis for
estimaring the relative positions of the
three main population elements in the
proposed enclave and in Jerusalem is o
go back o 1947, prior to the fighting
which has driven so many from their ac-
customed homes.

In the whole enclave there were be-
fore the recent fighting started about
105000 Arabs and 100,000 Jews. Of
the number roughly rermed “Arabs” the
Christians numbered at least 40,000,

In Jerusalem iself in 1946 there were
31,350 Christians, 33,680 Moslems and
99320 Jews.

We are informed thar today there are
but 1,000 non-Jews in the Israeli-held
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areas of the so-called "New™ City. This
gives a wholly false picture of the con-
ditions of two years ago. Ar that time
the situation was roughly as follows:

1947 Jews  Christ. Mos. Toel
Living within the walls
4000 7,000 10,000 21,000
Living outside the walls
95,000 24,000 23,000 142,000

In shore it may be seen thar of the
142,000 people living ourside the walls,
A7.000 were non-Jews.

3. Jerusalem Indipissble, Prior o 1853
the inhabirants of Jerusalem lived wholly
within the walls for the sake of safery.
The first arcempe o establish ourside the
walls was made by Bishop Gobar of the
Anglican Bishopric, when he founded
what is now Bishop Gobar School on
Mount Zion. Shortly afterwards homes
for the new Jewish immigranes, unable
to find accommodations in the walled
ciry, were established outside.  Subse-
quently the more prosperous families of
Moslem and Christian Arabs have moved
outside the walls. The flood tide of Jew-
ish immigration swelled the extra-mural
part of the city, With this movement
of popularion to the areas ourside the
walls, there grew up the modern business
quarters where Christians and Moslems
as well as Jews had their shops, banks,
offices, and hotels. In fact practically the
whole of the business community was
concentrated ourside the walls. When, in
the last 70 years, new Christian institu-
tions, hospitals, schools, churches, con-
venrs, have been esmablished, they two
located in the newly developed areas.
The inhabitants of the walled city had w
go outside 1o attend school, visie the doc-
tor or the hospiral, take a bus or garage
a car, visit the bank or buy imported
goods ar modern shops, Those who
lived ocutside the walls came inw the
city to attend church or visic the shrines
of their particular community, o buy
vegerables and o wvisit their relacives
still in the old quareers.

If the city were o be partitioned on
or about the present military line divid-
ing lsraelis and Jordan Arabs it would
mean cutting asunder the body of a liv-
ing city. It would be as disastrous as
to place an international frontier berween
Lower New York and the rest of the
city ar Fourteenth Streer,  The life of
every single person would be affected.
And if an effort were made to simplify

the situation by permanently keeping out

of the Israeli-held areas the non-Jewish
population now living elsewhere as ref-
ugees, it would mean handing over w
the Israelis the homes, the valuable real
estate and prosperous businesses of some
40,000 Christians and Moslems. And by
the same sign it would mean thar the
Jews would be excluded from their sac-
red Wailing Wall, the ancient Jewish
quarter of the walled city, the grear Ha-
dassah Hospiral, the Hebrew Universiry,
and all the Jewish cemereries on the
slopes of the Mount of Olives.

4. An Interconfossional and Interna-
rional Ciry,

Jerusalem is not just an Arab-Jewish
city. It is a city of grear complexity.
Christians come from thirty different
countries, Moslems from seventeen. Here
every important sece of Moslems and
Jews is represented.  And here in addi-
tion o the two predominant Christian
communiries, the Easern Orchodox
Church and the Roman Catholic, there
are found a score of others including Ar-
menians, Syrian Orthodox, Copric, Aby-
ssinian, Anglican, Presbyterian, Lutheran,
the German Temple Sociery and a num-
ber of American Protestant sects.

5. The Christian Interest in the Holy
Ciry. Much use is made of the argument
that Christian interests would be sarisfied
if some kind of internarional supervision
were given to the two or three “interna-
tional Holy Places” in the walled city.
This completely ignores the facr thar
there is a resident Christian community
both in Jerusalem and in Bethlehem and
the adjacent villages which has an incer-
est far more urgent than even the an-
cient holy places: Christianity as a liv-
ing force m the Holy City is the real
iiike at stake,

Most of the 24,000 Christians who
normally live in the exera-muoral area
are now refugees from their homes and
schools and shops.  In the Israeli-held
part of the extra-mural city, from which
practically all Christians are now cut off,
are to be found 53 major Christian insti-
rutions, including every one of the seven
Christian hospitals, seventeen schools, in-
cluding most all the high schools, sixteen
churches of every denomination, thirteen
convents (some of which maintain
schools enumerated above ), all the Chris-
tian cemeteries, and various other insti-
wirions such as the American Y.M.CA.
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Public Health in

Dr. Meleney is Herman M. Biggs Profesior
of Proventree Medicine at the College of Medi
eine, New York University. He war Viniting
Prafesior of Public Health ot the Awmerican
Unirersity of Beirwt from  Febroary  antil
Jume 1940, EDITOR

Public Health in the Middle East is
still in the early smge of development,
but there is considerable range of devel-
opment in different countries.  Turkey,
Egypt, and Israel are farther advanced
than the other countries. Iran, Syria, and
Lebanon are beginning their  public
health development, Jordan and Irag
have porentialities for development, bur
Saudi Arabia is still in a very primirive
state, except for the oil developments.

Turkey, as an independent counery
for a long period, should be able o pro-
gress rapidly in public health if it can
devore a reasonable proportion of ies
income to this important activity.  The
Rockefeller Foundation assisted it in es-
tablishing a School of Public Health be.
fore World War IL  This has been in-
active but is expected to resume irs ac-
tivity in the near furure,

WOLK IN EGYFT AND ISRAEL

Egypr, under British influence for
many decades bur now independent, has
a strong public health organization and
has carried out with varying success pro-
grams in control of malaria, hookworm,
and schistosomiasis. It has many peo-
ple trained in public health and, with
the assistance of the Rockefeller Founda-
tion, has formulated a program which
should show results, if it can reach the
grear masses of people and if the coun-
try becomes policically stable. It has had
a School of Public Health for several
years and although few students have
been in attendance since World War 11,
it is beginning to resume larger activity.

Israel inherited from the British Man.
date an excellent public health organi-
zation, which covered all parts of Old
Palestine and o some degree exrended
into Trans-Jordan, The organization was
manned by British experts in public
health and by local personnel trained
either locally or abroad. The Department
of Public Health was organized on a
modern basis with all divisions necessary
for performing the wide range of public
health acrivities, It also had a reason-

ubly adequare budger.

the Middle East

The new nation of Israel has had the
advantage of building on this foundation
within its rerritories and has had the ad-
vantage of obtaining personnel from Eu-
rope and the United States with western
rraining and point of view. A Univer-
sity Medical School has been established,
which will undoubtedly prepare physi-
cians for public health employment, Al-
though the large number of immigrants
will undeubtedly place a strain upon the
financial resources and health facilities of
the country, steady progress should be
made.

Since the partition of Palestine the
Arab portion of the country has been
under the influence and control of Jor-
dan, and has now been annexed by it
Under the British Mandate a  public
health organization was ser up in Trans-
Jordan under the direction of the Pales-
tine Deparement of Public Health, with
the loan of a director. Because of the
various political, economic, and geogra-
phic difficulties this never developed tw
full efficiency, and since the country has
become independent and with the finan-
cial strain of the war with Israel, the
public health organization has been un-
able to maintain effective operation, The
Arab portion of Isragl has been even
more unformunate, It has no stable gov-
ernment, no financial resources, and it is
said that even the records of the former
Palestine  government have been  lost,
Some of the public health personnel
trained under the British Mandate are
siid o be still available, bur there have
been no funds for their employment, Al-
though the Jordan government has ap-
pointed a Director of Public Health for
Arab Palestine, he cannot function ef-
fectively withour financial support.

LEBANON'S PROCRAM

Lebanon and  Syria were under a
French Mandare unril 1945, Since then
they have been struggling to develop ¢f-
fecrive democratic governments, but che
war with Israel and the conflicting ineer-
ests between internal political factions
and bztween the Arab countries has
greatly handicapped the development of
public healeh,

Lebanon has o Ministry of Health and
Public Assistance and is just beginning

By HENRY E. MELENEY, M. D.

to develop irs organization of public
health under funcrional divisions. Un-
forrunarely from the Minisery's budger
for 1949 of 4 million Lebanese pounds
(§1,300,000) only 500,000 pounds were
allocated o public health acrivities, the
remainder being spent for hospirals, clin-
ics, medicines, and relief of the poor
Abour 20 so-called healeh units with mot-
or transportation and a personnel consist-
ing of a parc-time physician, a nurse:
mid-wife-secial worker, and an inspecror
serve districts of the country by rourine
visits 0 towns and villages for medical
attendance, vaccinarions, control of san-
itation and the discovery of epidemics,
The work of these units, however, has
been mainly curative rather than pre-
venrive, and has suffered from the lack
of public health training of the physi-
cians,

The present Minister of Health is a
well-trained clinician with a special in-
terest in tuberculosis and with a privare
practice.  He has had no public health
training ‘and his interests have been
largely in curative medicine. Unforrun-
arely the main developmental interest of
the Ministry of Health ar the present
time is the erection of a large hospital
center in Beirur for the care of govern-
ment employees and the general popula-
tion. Alchough such an expensive in-
stitution would  be  wvaluable for the
country, it cannot  effectively improve
public health. It would be much wiser
10 potpone such a development until the
more pressing needs of public health are
developed. At the present time there is
no effective recording of births and
deaths, only about one-third of the dearhs
being reported. There is no public health
laboratory, no organized program of ma-
ternal and child hygiene. The incidence
of communicable diseases is high, especi-
ally ryphoid and dysenrery. Vaccination
aguinst smallpox and other diseases is
only carried our sporadically,

ROCKEFELLER FOUNDATION SURVEY

There is in Lebanon, however, a foun-
darion on which a good public health
program can be developed. The Rocke-
feller Foundarion made a health survey

[Continued on page 9]
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NEW PICTURES FROM GREECE

Mount Parnassos, mythical sear of the Muses

A view of the approach to Mavremati from Thebes

seen over the rooftops of Levadia.

A new water supply in this area has relieved

the villagers of a former routine of three daily trips of one and a half hours each to get water

Men of Erimokastron stop at the cobfee house
agriculturist, and the community agriculturist,
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Mear East Found

Pictures from

1o talk with Aristides Macris, Mear East Foundation

Ford Plant for Egypt

Egypr will have a Ford awomobile
assembly plant this spring when the lac-
gest facrory of this type in the Middle
East will be completed. Ford Internacion-

al, Inc. has announced that the unie wall

a roral rl-.:-||1' area of 217

have 000 sqpuare

feer and will be air conditioned. There
will be rwo cafeterias for employees and
a mosque for worship

The plant, locired in Smouha, a suburb
from the center of

N Minuics  away

Alexandria, will be used m assemble
trucks shipped from Ford plants in the
United Stares, England, and France. It
will also assemble passenger cars pro-
duced here and in other countries. In
addition to assembly aperations on trucks
and cars, the factory will handle distribu-
ton of tractors shipped in complered
form from the United Stares and swock
service parts from all sources for all types
of Ford vehicles

Ford of Egypt will be able o handle
about 2,500 wehicles a year under this
new 1-.'I|.-T|:'r!| Operiaton

New Head for Greek Church

Archbishop Michael was enthroned as
head of che Greek Orchodox Church of
Morth and Sourh America ar the Greek
Mew York on

His predecessor, Athenagoras

Cathedral in December
18, 1949
I. became Patriarch of the Church in
Istanbul in January 1949 afrer eighreen
years as its head in the Western Hemis
phiere

The ceremony followed a mass which

The full

service, including addresses, lasted four

was artended by 2,000 people
hours The celebrants of the mass were
Archbishop Michael, Bishop Germanos,
and Archbishop Bohdan of the Ukrain-
ian Orthodox Church of America

Archbishop Michael had  previously
been Merropolitan of Corinth and Dean
of the Greek Cathedral in London

WHAT 15 IT?

The picrure on page 12 shows a boun
dary stone of the time of Emperor Had
rian (A, D Mu-

seum of Archaeology, American Univer

117-137) now in the

sity of Beirur. Originally used in an im
perial forest reserve in Lebanon, its in
scriprion reads “Imp Had Aug Definito

Silvarum



The lour pictures at the lefr trom the Mear

Calves born at University Farm, Salonika East Foundatson are illustrative of the work which

the Foundation is doing in Greece with its arki
Fienal breeding pregram. John Halpin is the direc
tor of the project which was started in Augusi
1945 with six Brown Swiss bully imported from
the United States. Mr. Halpin's story, “Incident
in Greece”, in the Jamuary Mear East Society
Bulletin tells something of the work which has

been dane in mmproving livestock in Greece

Calk Exhibit near Salonika. A cross between 3 Greek cow and ane of sur
Brown Swiss balls,

b

Mrs. Robert Whitney Imbric, widow of Major Imbrie, the Department of State's first representa
tive to Ankara, Turkey, points cut items of interest in a display of Turkish handicrafts, which was
keld in Washington, D. C. receatly. Mry, Mezih Manyas, wite of the assistant director of the Turkish by their black-and-white: checkerboard  bands.
Information Office, s third from right

Taxzis in Istanbul, Turkey, are sasily identified


















