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INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT.

The Armenian Protestant Churches in the vi-
cinity of Constantinople were invited by the “Com-
MITTEE AD INTERIM, of the Western Turkey Mis-
sion of the A. B. C. F, M. to take part, through their
pastors and delegates, in an informal Conference or
Convention with the missionaries, The ohject of this
Conference, as expressed in the letter of invitation,
was, by means of a free and brotherly expression
of opinion to effect if possible the removal of exis-
ting difficulties and misanderstandings, and to agree
upon a common basis of principles upon which they
might in the future cooperate.

In compliance with this invitation a convention
met in Pera Aug. 19, 1869, The following churches
were represented by pastor, preacher or delegate,
viz.; Pera, Hasskeuy, Vlanga, Adabazar, Aidin, Broosa,
Nicomedia, Muradtchai, Rodosto and Adrianople. The
missionaries of Constantinople, Broosa and Nicome-
dia were present; also several other persons native
and foreign who were invited to take part in the
deliberations.

During the progress of these deliberations it
became apparent that one of the objects of the mee-
ting could not be attained without an impartial in-
vestigation of certain very grave charges and com-
plaints made by the different parties. Accordingly a
mixed committee was appointed to nominate for that
purpose a commission of six persoms, three Arme-
nian and three foreign, with power to choose a seventh,

As the result the following persons were e-
lected as members of that commission; viz.;

Pastor Serope of Broosa,
Preacher Alexander of Muradtchai,
Mr. A. H. Boyadjian of Pera,
Rev. Benj. Schneider D.D. of Broosa,

» Alexander Thomson D.D. Agent of B.
Bible Soe.
Rev. Geo. Washburn Prof. of Mental and
Moral Philosophy in Robert College.

These gentlemen with the full approval of

the convention chose as their seventh member and
chairman Rev. A. L. Long D. D. of the Methodist

Bulgarian Mission,
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The Commission thus organized appointed
Mesers. Washburn and Serope secretaries and an-
nounced for the approval of the meeting that they
should hold their sessions each day from 91/3 AM.
until 11/g P.M. that the part:es entering cumplmnts
shounld present specifications in writing, and that it
should be understood that in so l:lump; they agreed
to accept the decision of the Commission as final.

These preliminary requirements having been
formally assented to by the Convention, the Com-
mission began its public sessions on Thursday Aug.
26. The proceedings were conducted in the Turkish
language and were fully attended each day by mem-
bers of the Convention and by some others interes-
‘ted in the matters under consideration.

After six days public hearing of testimony and
pleadings, and two days and & half spent in private
session deliberating upon and collating the evidence
presented upon both sides the result was obtained
which is presented in the following pages.
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SUMMARY OF FACTS.

The Commission appointed to report
upon the difficulties in connection with
the Vlanga Church, after listening for
six days to the statements of the diffe-
rent parties concerned, are satisfied that
there has been much of misapprehension
and consequent misstatement of facts in
reference to these troubles.

They deem it proper therefore to
state briefly the facts of the case as they
have been brought out during the pre-
sent investigation. It should be said ho-
wever that they have not had before
them the 1‘&(:01‘[]2 of the Vlanga Church
as the parties holding them have refused
to produce them, but the facts stated
rest upon the testimony of the represen-
tatives of the Mission, the native Pastors
and both branches of the Vlanga Church.

It appears that some 9 years ago
the Vlanga Church, with the approval
of the missionavies, was united with the
Church in Pera. Some members of the
church however objected and refused to
recognize the union.

In 1861 the Missionaries, being dis-
satisfied with the course of the Pera
Church, at the request of some of these
brethren called a council of the neigh-
boring churches, which reorganized the
Church in Vlanga. The Pera Church was
not represented in this council and pro-
tested against its action. Five persons,
who were not present and not recognized
by this u::nt}um:ill,j claim now to be members
of the church and it appears that their
claims had been recogmzed as valid b
Pastor Parsegh and the church although
no evidence has been presented to us for
or against the justice of these claims.
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For some years after this reorgani-
zation the church was supplied with
preaching by the missionaries.

In 1865 Rev. Parsegh Varteugian
was chosen pastor and ordained over
the church.

In May 1868 he obtained leave from
his church to go to America and arrange
for the emigration of a number of Armenian
families to that country. He has remained
there and his family has gone to join him,

The present number of voting Church
members is 19 according to the views of
one party and 24 in the opinion of the
other.

From May until Oct. 1868 the pul-
pit was supplied by the church commit-
tee with considerable irregularity. Dur-
ing the summer Mr. Trowbridge and Dr.
Riggs advised the members of the church
to find some temporary pastor but noth-
ing was done until the last of Oct. when
the Church committee proposed to Messrs.
Herrick, Schauffler and Baldwin, then
resident in that quarter, that they should
take charge of 31& pulpit.

This proposition was agreed to, but
it does not appear that any one of them
was present at any Church meeting until
Febr. 1869.

The missionaries informed the Church
at the same time that, if they were to
supply the pulpit, the people must sup-
port the school.

It was found difficult to raise mo-
ney for this object as many of the Con-
gregation were bekiars (temporary resi-
dents without families in the city) who
would give to a pastor but not to a
school. The people therefore were again
desirous of 'mllzl.ng some native pastor
or preacher. In Dec. 1868 three mee-
tings of the church were held to consi-
der this question and it was decided to
mvite Rev. Stepan Eutigian to take the
place: how fully these meetings were
attended does not appear. The missiona-
ries believed them to be somewhat ir-
regular and partially attended.
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When the Missionaries were infc-r-]

med of this result they replied to the
Church at first verbally and afterward,
Dec. 25, by letter that they could not
consent to enter into any relation, di-
rect or indirect, with Pastor Stepan or
aid the church in his support, because
‘l;ur;]g experience of constantly recurring

ifficulties had shown it to he unwise
and impracticable for them to attempt
to cooperate with him and because his
labors did not promise to be productive
of good. They would continue to supply
the pulpit until the church should select
some temporary pastor agreeable to hoth
the missionaries and the church,

This reply excited much unpleasant
feeling in the church and resulted in an
arrangement between Mr. Sarkis M. Mi-
nasian and the church by which he ag-
reed to relieve the church from all pe-
cuniary dependence upon the Mission.

During the month of January, be-
fore this arrangement was made there
was more or less discussion between the
missionaries and the members of the
church as to their selecting some other
person than Stepan for temporary pas-
tor. The person who was named in the
letter of Dec. 25. was unacceptable but
the Church made an unsuccessful effort
to secure the services of Baron Hagopos
of Robert College, who would have been
acceptable to the missionaries.

February 18. a meeting of the Church
was held which gave a formal call to
Pastor Stepan and chose a committee to
inform the missionaries that they would
take the supply of the pulpit into their
own hands at once. (}nﬂ arty claim
that this meeting was irregular. The e-
vidence on this point is conflicting.

The Committee chosen, waited upon
Mr. Herrick and informed him of the
action of the Church. He felt that this
notice was not a request but a demand;
especially in view of his letter of Dec.
25. He therefore informed the commit-
tee that the missionnaries could not con-
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sent to give up the pulpit to P. Stepan
and begged them to withdraw their m-
vitation. He also wrote to Pastor Stepan,
Feb. 20. that the Vlanga chapel was the
property of the American Board, that no
man had a right to preach there without
the consent of the Missionaries and that
they would not consent to his preaching
there. He therefore hoped that he would
not attempt it.

February 21. Pastor Stepan felt it
to be his duty to come to the chapel
at Vlanga in accordance with the invi-
tation of the Church Com. He came, but
found the missionaries already there,
They protested against his tsnnrﬂzﬂnuching,
and he made no attempt to do so but
remained in the congregation. Mr. Pet-
tibone preached and at his request Dr.
Riggs gave a notice to the congregation
simﬁ&r to that of Mr. Herrick to Pastor
Stepan.

At noon, after the morning service,
17 persons came together in the church
andP Pastor Stepan held up the letter of
invitation which he had received and
demanded of them whether they had
sent it, whether it expressed their views
and whether they still wished him to
preach. He says that they all declared
most earnestly that these things were
so. They wished him to preach.

The evidence on this point however
is conflicting. Three persons present te-
stified to the truth of this statement,
but one person testified that he objected
and left the meeting,

Of these 17 persons it is acknow-
‘ledged by all that 9 were members of
the Vlanga Church and that 3 were not.
‘In regard to the other 5 the two par-
ties differ in opinion. It is also claimed
by one party and denied by the other
that some of these persons understood
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Pastor Stepan’s question to refer only
to his preaching that afternoon.

Pastor Stepan however felt that this
was a full confirmation of the action of
the meeting held February 18.

An effort was made by a person
now opposed to Pastor Stepan to mduce
the missionaries to allow him to preach
that afternoon but they declined to do so.

February 25. another meeting of the
church was Keld in accordance with no-
- tice given in the chapel. It was a full
meeting and Pastor Stepan was present,
at the request of some members of the
church. Mr. Herrick, Mr. Baldwin and
Dr. Riggs were present and Mr. Herrick
opened the meeting with prayer. He
then commenced making some statement
in reference to late events, when Pastor
Stepan claimed the right to preside as
temporary Enstor. A scene of confusion
followed which ended in the dissolution
of the meeting before any business had
been transacted.

The next day Mr. Herrick addressed
a note to Hagope Effendi, Civil Head of
the Protestant Community, informing him
that Pastor Stepan’s coming to the cha-
pel would be regarded as a trespass and
calculated to introduce an element of
strife, and requesting him to see that
he do not come again.

Hagope Effendi on consultation with
some of the leading men of the Commu-
nity proposed to the missionaries, that
to prevent unseemly distuibance, on the
following Sabbath some one should pre-
ach who was not connected with this
difficulty. The missionaries agreed on
condition thét Pastor Stepan should not
come into the chapel to the service.
Baron Hagn:lpﬂs of ],iliobert College was
engaged and came to preach, but as P,
Stepan was present in the audience he
was not allowed to do so, and one of
the missionaries preached.

The following Sunday P. Stepan
was again present but did not preach,
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The missionaries testify that they bad a

ledge from Hagope Effendi that Pastor
Stepan would not attempt to preach in
the chapel without their consent.

At this time a paper was circulated
among the members of the church which
rotested against the meeting that called
Eastc-r Stepan and declared against his
coming as temporary Pastor of Vlanga
Church. This paper was signed by 15
persons, 12 of whom were members of
the Church. It is claimed by one party
and denied by the other, that the mis-
slonaries useg their personal influence
with individuals to obtain signatures to
this paper.
Bu.ring the month of March, efforts
were made by Mr. Minasian and others
to bring about some amicable settlement
of this difficulty by referring it to a
Council or in some other way. March 25.
a meeting of the church was called to
arrange for such a Council but the par-
ty opposed to Pastor Stepan refused to
attend and no meeting was held.

April 1. a full meeting of the church
was held by mutual consent. The mis-
sionaries were present and also Pastor
Simon of Pera and Pastor Thomas of
Diarbekir, the two latter coming by in-
vitation of members of the church.

Mr. Herrick opened the meeting and
proposed to act ‘as temporary chairman
until it could, first of alll, be decided who
were members of the church haying a
right to vote. The Church records were
not produced and he proposed to decide
this question by calling on each man to
say whether he had been received into
the church by letter, or by profession of
faith, or whether he was a member re-
cognized by the Council of 1861 which
reorganized the Church. All others would
be excluded from voting., This plan would
have cut off the five persons referred to
at the commencement of the narrative,
and it was objected to by the pastors
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present and by some members of the
church. Mr. Herrick's right to decide
the question was also denied. An excited
discussion of about two hours followed.

At the end of this time Mr. Herrick
according to his statement invited all
those present who recognized the acti-
on of the Council of 1861 and desired to
transact business in an orderly way to
proceed to the house of Mr. Schauffler
and hold their meeting there: on the
other hand it was testified that Mr. Her-
rick’s invitation was to all those who
were of the same mind with himself. Nine
persons left with the missionaries. Those
who remained after a few moments con-
versation went away without attempting
to transact any business. It appears that
four more of these persons must have
gone then to the house of Mr. Schauffler
as the missionaries testify that 13 persons
were present at this meeting, two of whom
were not recognized as church members.
Those who went with the missionaries
proceeded to examine the roll of the
church on the principles laid down by
Mr. Herrick, elected a clerk and a standing
committee, voted to request Pastor Par-
segh to resign and requested the mis-
sionaries to undertake the pastoral care
of the church,

April 4. Pastor Stepan, in accordance
with the wishes of his friends came to
the chapel at Vlanga at an early hour
and took possession of the pulpit. The
chapel was full and the excitement con-
siderable.

Mr. Pettibone arrived soon after to
Freach and asked Pastor Stepan, in a
ow voice, if he was there by the per-
mission of the missionaries. He said no!
Mr. Pettibone expressed his great regret
at the step he was taking and sat down.
Soon after, Mr. Baldwin entered the room
walked to the pulpit and said to Pastor
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Stepan, kalk (get up). Pastor Stepan says
that he laid his hand on his arm when
he said this. Mr. Pettibone thinks he did
not. Mr. Baldwin denies that he did.
Pastor Stepan rose at once and com-
menced his prayer. Mr. Baldwin stood
by his side until it was over and then
quietly left. the room with his wife. Three
other persons from the congregation fol-
lowed him. Mr. Pettibone remained in
his seat through the service.

April 6. Messrs. Herrick, Schauffler
and Baldwin went to the chapel with a
locksmith and carpenter and took pos-
session of the building. The locks on the
doors were changed or repaired and the
building closed up. One room in the se-
cond story was occupied by the schooy
teacher and her fami y: the school room
was below. The teacher was directed to
dismiss the school for the day and to
commence it the following day in the
other part of the double house. She was
also directed to move her own family
and effects into a room in the same
house. She objected to this, but it was
insisted upon and she complied. There
was a sick person in her room, but the
missionaries were not present when she
was removed. They did however assist
in moving the furniture of the room.
Pastor Stepan came to the building and
protested against the action of the mis-
sionaries. It appears that an altercation
took place between him and Mr. Schauf-
fler, when the latter was closing up one
of the doors, and Pastor Stepan says he
left the building from a fear that he
should be given over to a zaptieh for
whom he thought the missionaries had
sent. A zaptiech was sent for and statio-
ned at the door. He took into custody
for a short time Baron Antranig, but
the missionaries declare that he did so
without their knowledge or request.
They did not follow the zaptieh to enter
any complaint against him and the bro-
ther was at once set at liberty. They
assert that the zaptieh was brought
simply as a matter of precaution that
there might be no disturbance of any
kind. He did not enter the building.
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It was their intention thus to secure
the control of the building and the oceu-
pancy of the pulpit when the house was
opened for service on the Sabbath.

The afternoon of the same day Pa-
stor Stepan and Gabriel the deacon, Ho-
haness thtarism and Baron Sukias took
a locksmith, opened the doors of the
building and reinstated the school and
the teacher in their former rooms.

The missionaries, on hearing of this
act, made complaint the same evening
at the nearest Police Station, but the
officers there declined to take any steps
in the case until morning.

April 7. The missionaries went in
the morning to the Bab-i-Zaptich Scen-
tral police court) and made complaint
that their house at Vlanga had been
foreibly entered and taken possession of.
They requested that it might be at on-
ce restored to them. They were asked
who had broken into their building and
replied that they did not know. It was
for the authorities to send and find who
were in possession. It would be they who
had vmllated their property. The mudir
then inquired as to their title to this
house, They replied that if the title was
questioned they must refer the whole
case to the American Minister, and beg-
ged him to take no action in the matter
until be heard from the Embassy.

They then left and went to Pera
stopping at the Book Store and having
some conversation with Hagope Effendi
and Ghazaros Effendi on their way who
asked the missionaries to defer action
for 24 hours, which they declined.

It appears that after their depm'tu::e
the authorities sent an offlcer to investi-
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gate the matter. He found Pastor -‘Stcepv:.vm1

at the chapel and ordered him to go to
the Bab-i-Zaptieh. It is stated that he
came to the house and said: <A Mr.
Herrick’s house in this quarter has been
entered by burglars. Is this it?, He also
found that this was not a common dwel-
ling house but a chapel, and on report-
ing this, the Pasha also summoned Ha-
gope Effendi.

When the missionaries returned from
Pera with Mr. Brown, dragoman of the
Embassy, they found Hagope Effendi
and other brethren already at the court.

There was a partial investigation of
the case and then it was agreed between
the Pasha, Mr. Brown and Hagope Effendi
that for one week all legal proceeding
should be stayed, in hope of some ami-
cable arrangement. The chapel was in
Hagope Effendi’s hands and on Sunday
he sent Pastor Thomas of Diarbekir to
preach there.

Several conferences took place bet-
ween the parties but no agreement was
come to during this week. The friends
of Pastor Stepan decided to call an ex
parte council to consider the case and
did so.

Mr. Minasian, through Dr. Long,
made some propositions for a settlement
to the missionaries April 15. and on the
strength of these they postponed further
legal action until April 19. when it was
found that these propositions had been
withdrawn by Mr. Llinasian, although
they had been accepted by the missio-
naries. 1t appears that Mr. Minasian did
not communicate these propositions to
the native brethren but withdrew them
himself and substituted others.

April 16. The Council called by the
friends of Pastor Stepan met at Vlanga.
With the official aets of this Couneil
this Commission has nothing to do ex-
cept to state the historical facts in re-
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lation to it. We do not pass any jud-
gment upon any one of them.

The Council was composed of Pera,
Nicomedia, Rodosto & Adabazar Churches,
Pastor Avedis of Marash, Pastor Thomas
of Diarbekir and Dr. Van Lennep of
Smyrna, formerly a missionary ulP the
Board.

Its session oceupied 3 days. It deci-
ded that Stepan was properly chosen
tem(furary pastor of Vlanga Church, is-
sued a general circular in reference to
the difficulties there and sent a letter to
the American Board in Boston condem-
ning the aetion of the missionaries and
bringing various charges against them.
These documents have been published
in a pamphlet by Pastor Simon.

At the close of the first day’s ses-
sion of the Council they sent an invita-
tion to the missionaries to attend. Mr.
Herrick replied on behalf of the mission-
aries that as the meeting was held in
Vlanga chapel, which had been violently
aeizeﬁ and was now held by the persons
who had called the Counecil, the mission-
aries could not appear there without re-
cognizing the legality of this act, also
that before the couneil convened the mis-
sionaries had accepted a plan of settle-
ment. pmpﬁsed by Mr. Minasian. DBut 11
the council would sit elsewhere and await
the final decision of Mr. Minasian’s plan
they would be very glad to attend its
meeting and state their case.

The Council replied that as the mis-
sionaries did not consent to come and
state their case, they deemed it proper
to proceed without them.

They did so and the missionaries
were not heard in the Council.

April 24. Mr. Minasian, dropping the |
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propositions made by him April 15, made
other propositions somewhat different in
substance. His propositions of April 15.
are given in the circular of the mission-
aries and those of April 24. in the pam-
phlet of Pastor Simon.

April 26. Mr. Schauffler in behalf of
the missionaries wrote a note to Mr. Mi-
nasian deelining to take these proposals
into consideration,

The case brought before the Sublime
Porte was taken up again on April 19.
the day of the adjournment of the Coun-
cil amir proceeded until a commission was
appointed under the presidency of Munif
Eftendi to examine and decide the case.

In accordance with the decision of
the commission the chapel buildings were
ordered to be restored to the mission-

aries as the rightful owners of the pro- ]

perty May 29.

The missionaries proposed to take
the chapel at once and to give some
time for the vacating of the dwelling-
house. This was opposed at the Porte
by the native brethren, who demanded
time to find another place of worship.

The authorities after considerable
delay finally ordered the immediate de-
livery of the whole premises to the A-
merican Minister. TEB native brethren
then offered to give up the chapel at
once but asked for the fgmily oceupying
the house. a delay of eight days that
they might find another residence. It
was proposed by Mr. Brown to accord
this delay, but it was refused by the
missionaries, as they helieved for good
reasons, and the whole property came
into their hands June 17.

It was opened for service on the
following Sabbath, but that part of the
Church and Congregation favorable to
Pastor Stepan met for worship in ano-
ther place and this division still continues,
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OPINION OF THE COMMISSION.

In passing judgment upém some of the facts
narrated above we do not wish to be understood as
impugning the motives of any of the actors, who
appear to have done what, at the time, appeared to
them right and best, nor do we forget that it re-
guires much less wisdom to pass judgment upon ac-
complished facts than to decide in the midst of exe
citement and with a partial knowledge of the cirenm-
stances what onght to be done,

We wish also to express our thanks to the
God of all grace for the calmness and brotherly
courtesy with which the statements on both sides
have been made on topics so caleulated to stir the
feelings, and we hope that the same mutual forbea-
rance may henceforth distinguish all the members of
the native and foreign Protestant Community of
Constantinople.

The Commission has vxaxMovsLy adopted the
following expressions of opinion:

L.

It is our opinion that, while it was the right
and duty of the missionaries to use their moral in-
fluence with the Vlsnga Church to persuade them
not to employ any man whom they considered unfit
for the place, yet their refusal Deec. 25. to aid the
church to support Pastor Stepan was an inexpedient
step which naturally led to the complications which
followed.

11

It is our opinion that in forcibly opening the
locks and taking possession of the buildings at
Vlanga, the pative brethren were guilty of a clear
and unjustifinble trespass, and that by attempting to
enforce by violence the moral claim which their
Christian profession and their long connection with
the mission gave them to the use of the building,
they actually, thongh unconscionsly, destroyed that
claim, as moral rights can only be secured by mo-
ral influence.

III.

It is our opinion that, while the missionaries
were bound to strive to secure the property of the
Board, yet their action in carrying the case of the
Vlanga Church before the Turkish anthorities, April
sixth and seventh, without giving those who had
committed the trespass any time for deliberation or
any motice of their intention of carrying it before
the Porte, was hasty and opposed to the spirit of
the Apostolic injunction in 1 Cor. 6th chap. and
their final action in ejecting the family from the
house adjoining the chapel was pressed with unne-
cessary severity.

1v.

It is our opinion that the act of Pastor Simon
in publishing to the world as facts the charges made
against the missionaries by the ex-parfe Council held
April 16, 17 and 19. in their letter to the Pruden-
tial Committee in Boston, after these charges had
been denied by the missionaries, was an offence a-
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gainst justice and Christian conrtesy, and we find
that he has failed to prove hefore this Commission
the specific charges mentioned in the complaint of
Messrs, Herrick, Schauffier and Baldwin, The facts
and circumstances which gave rise to these charges
and how far they justified them will be seen from
the accompanying historical statement.

———e—

RECOMMENDATIONS.
L

In view of the present state of the Vianga
Church, we recommend to all the members of that
Church to unite in calling a Council, of Churches
not represented in the late er-parte Council, to con-
gider the difficulties in the Church and to decide
what shall be done,

II.

We also take the liberty, most respectfully, to
recommend to the American Board to send to Tur-
key a special deputation to visit the Churches, con-
fer persomally with the brethren, examine the pre-
sent state of the work and fix upon the principles
upon which the missionaries and the churches are to
labor together in the present advanced state of the
work in this Empire.

Should such a deputation be sent from Ame’
rica it would appear to us desirable that due notice
of it be given to the churches that they might be
prepared individually or eollectively to confer with it.

IIL

We recommend that a few copies of this Re-
port with a translation into Turkish be printed un-
der the superintendence of Messrs. Boyajian and
Washburn for private circulation.

IV.

Several new complaints have been presented to
the Commission since the close of our public hear-
ing. As it is impossible for us, on account of the
indisposition of gome of our members and pressing
private business, to have any more sessions, we sug-
gest that the persons who presented them either call
another commission or refer them to two of the
members of the present, the Chairman and Mr, Boy-
ajian, who will hear them privately and if possible
bring about an understanding between the parties.

CONSTANTINOPLE, Sept. 4. 1869.

(Signed) Auperr L. Lowe (Chairman)
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