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Let your light shine before men.

Do not let Satan persuade you that, because you cannot do great things, you
ean do nothing at all.

I was once told of a man who, while on the sea, suffered much from sea-
sickness. If ever there be a time when one feels incapable of working for the
Lord, it is certainly when he is seasick — at least, that is my opinion.

While the passenger was suffering terribly, he heard the cry of « Help! Help! ».
A man had fallen overboard. He immediately began wondering what he could do
to help those rescuing. He bethought himself of the idea of taking his lamp and
holding it before the porthole. The man was thus saved.

When the passenger recovered from his seasickness and ecame on deck, the
man who had fallen overboard related to him how he had sunk twice already.
He felt himself sinking for the third time, and probably never to raise again,
when on throwing his arms about with despair, a light appeared at one of the
portholes, a sailor saw his hand, snatched at it and pulled him on deck, this
saving him from the watery grave.

A small thing was it not, just holding a lamp? Yet this small act saved a
man’s life.

It vou cannot do great things, von ean at any rate hold, in a firm unflinch-
ing hand, the light of the (iospel, so that ils blessed light may enlighten some
poor sinner and lead him again to Christ. D. L. Moobpy.

—— A

Central International Commailtee.

As announced in our last issue, the third Swinmer School of students of
Romand Switzerland took place at Ste-Croix. One hundred participants made it a
good suceess : the detailed account is given lower down. We wish all success to
our students who are making efforts for the winter.

The Students’ Conference was followed by the Annwal Meeling of (General
and Travelling Seerelaries of Switzerland, at which Mr. Favre gave us the plea-
sure of his presence and which succeeded well.

We are at this moment in full swing with our Training Course for freich
speaking Secretaries, in which 13 friends are taking part : 3 from France and
10 from different parts of Switzerland.

The Touwr of Mr. Phildins is meeting with success @ our friend continues to
be greatly enconraged and we believe that his presence and the meetings that
he has been able to hold, will have encouraging resulls for the Swedish Asso-
ciations so dear to us. We have been especially attached to these Y. M. €. A's
for many vears and we cunnot forget the excellent relations which have always
attached us to them. Our friend has borne to them our warmest greelings and
wishes.

Mr. Ernest Favre represented us at the British Conference of Y. M. C. A's
at Glasgow. His trip suceeeded well and our brother has returned much pleased
with what he saw and heard. Further on, may be seen the account of this Con-
ference which, from all reports, was one of the best which has taken place on
the British Isles. .

Bible Reading Union. — T'he Committee had the pleasnve to receive a visit from
Dr. H. Wilson, secretary of this Union.

After mature deliberation and after getting advice from their correspondents
the ', I. . recognizing the good which can be brought about in the Associations
by a regular and systematic reading of the Bible, invites the different National
Committees to look into the system proposed by Dr. Wilson of Birmingham,
which has already been adopted by several countries. It can be utilised in adapt-
ing it to the needs of each country. In this manner Dr. Wilson could add to the
title of his organisation, the word « international. »

The reading and study of the Bible are factors which are too essential. too
vital in all our work, to miss a single opportunity of recommending them, spe-
cially to our Y. M. C. A’s. : :

The C.J.C. has never imagined an Association without a Bible-class and Prayer-
meeting from its foundation. It has been remarked for a long time that the num-
ber present at one or the other, was a sort of thermometer for the real life of the
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Association. All that can be Jone then to develop, in the midst of our Y. M. C.
A's, the love and the need of reading the Word of God, will have our entire ap-
probation.

Smyrna Y. M. C. A. — The Smyrna Association, having accepted the Paris
Basis is admitted into the Alliance. We welcome our dear %mthren, to whom we
s{re delighted to open our portals and whom we recommend to the prayers of the

[ M. G, A's,

The Basle Conference. — Although we have officially asked each of our represen-
tatives to furnish us with subjects for the next Conference at Basle and have
also received replies from some National Committees still we think that many of
our ‘co-operators and readers may have some subject at heart and we beg them
to send their ideas to their National Committee, so that they may be transmitted
to us in time. We ask that all the Y. M. C. A’s may remember, in their prayers,
the Basle Conference : this meeting can be made a powerful means for develop-
ing our work, and it will be so on condition that we ask with faith and perse-
veranee,

==

B 1 .
Our General Secretaries.

The Young Men's Christian Association Training School, at Springfield, Mass., opened on
Wednesday afternoon, Sept. 8th, with the largest number of students ever en-
rolled, Sixty voung men are now engaged in pursuing a course of study in pre-
paration for the various lines of work in the Young Men's Clhristian Association.

One of the most important advances in the work of the institution has been
the recent development in the course of Bible study. This course covers a study
of the entire body of the Seriptures in English. One hour a day. through two
vears, is devoted to a study of the Old and New Testaments. A thorongh course,
covering three vears, is given in Training Class work, both in the study of how
to deal with inguirers and in the preparation of gospel addresses, Bible readings,
and Bible lessons. For the eareving out of this course of instruction, Rev. W. G.
Ballantine. D.D., L. L. D., who has recently rvesigned as president of Oberlin
College, has been called to the work of instruction in the English Bible. Dr. Bal-
lantine has had a unique preparation for this important task. He fitted himself
for work in the New Testament, and was called as assistant professor in New
Testament Greek to the Seminary of Oberlin in 1878. Later he was culled to the
chair of Old Testament Litterature, and afterwards, when he became president of
Oberlin College, he gave instruction in the Fnglish Bible in the college depart-
ment. He is a broad scholar with thorough evangelical sympathies, for many
vears a friend and supporter of the Young Men's Christian Association. He comes
to this work with deep enthusiasm for the winning of men, and will add greatly
to the development of Bible study in the Young Men’s Christian Associations of
Aneriea.

P
g

Our Students.

Scandi.naviﬁn Students Summer School in Herlufsholm.

Where is Herlufsholm ? most of our readers will probably ask. It is in the
southern part of Zealand, the biggest of the danish islands. which is known for
its fertile soil, rich cultivation and beautiful shady beech forests. Herlufsholm is
a boys school at abont two miles distance from the small town of Neestved. This
school was founded 1565 by a danish nobleman called Herluf Trolle, who had
enbibed the spirit of the Reformation during his studies in Wittenberg. He and
his wife left their enormous country property as a legacy for the school. which is
in consequence ennabled to offer its 100 pupils the best teaching and ‘general
accommodation. The buildings : church, large hall, class-rooms, dormitories, &c.,
which wers thrown open for the conference, remind one, in some respects, of the
english university colleges.

The number of attendants at the Conference was 233, two thirds of whom
were students still at the University. The 36 lady stndents had their rooms in a
building by themselves, the hostess being Miss Thyra Mdoller, cand. may., who
won their nndivided gratitude and affection. The same can be said of Pastor
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Steinthal, who was the successful leader and organiser of the whole. There is a
special reason for remembering these two in praver and sympathy, for they are
engaged to be married and hope to go out as missionaries to Santalistan this
autumn.

There were others who also had received the call to mission work. At one
of the daily praver meetings for missions there turped ont to be 15 volunteers
present, two of these said that they had received their call at the previous confe-
rence in Vadstena two vears ago. While there was every reason to thank God
for that Conference, and call it, as some did, a spirit-filled meeting, there was
vet more reason to do so in regard to the Herlufsholm Conference. 1t will,
no doubt, greatly influence the several universities of Seandinavia. The dele-
gations numbered from Denmark 136 (among these 11 ladies), Norway 42 (10 la-
dies). Sweden 3% (3 ladies), Finland 21 (11 ladies). Besides these, Mr. Robert P.
Wilder and a swiss student attended part of the Conference. There were 56 me-

dical men present, — more than twice as many as at the previous meeting in
Vadstena,
The considerable increase of lady students — there were only three at the

previons conference — is mainly due to the work of Miss . R. Rouse, travelling
secretary of the British 8. V. M. U. Many of them testified to having received lite
in Christ duripg her visit last spring to the Scandinavian universities. During
the course of the Conference, which lasted from 17—22 July, the working
of God's spirit became more and more manifest. There was throughout the many
discussions not one bitter word of critiscism or misunderstanding. either on poli-
tical, dogmatic or church questions. This, of course, does not imply that all held
the same views on every subject, but there was a unity regarding the one
thing needful and a mutual love and repard, which grows up only where Jesus
is the centre. He was so in reality, One hymn above others was the favorite one,
where the leading thought was « Live for Jesus, win souls for Him. »

[t was sung many times. but never with more power and determinalion than
at the close of the communion service, in which nearly all partook. For many
of the delegates, the last days bad been days of eurnest heartsearching and
decision for Christ. God's spirit had spoken powxcertully through the many good
addresses and the many personal testimonies delivered both in public and in
private talks. Amongst the leading addresses, one by Professor Westergaard was
specially worth remembering. It was delivered first, and struck the right kevnote
of personal religion, being at the same time a testimony of his own conversion
from oulspoken infidelity. « Doubt and Faith » was the subjel filtingly chosen for
diseussion at the evening meeting of the same dav. « The bright and dark sides
of student life » was another subject stirring up the energy of Christian students
ta work among their brethren. « Christ our life and our light was the subject of
three short addresses the same evening, amongst which that of Professor Waage
will be long remembered for its striking illustrations from his own field of study,
chemistry and physics. The forenoon subject of the last day was « The claims of
Missions on students », and the evening subject « Consecration ». Mr. R, P. Wil-
der, who had just arrived from the W. 8. C. F. General Committee meeting in
Williamstown, Mass., was to have given a report on the Federation, but by
overstrain during his journey, he was Inid up with a bad attack of fever. The
report was instead given by myself. The business meeting afforded a pleasing
proof of how deep the feeling has grown of the duties imposed by the Connee-
tion with the World's Federation. The following series of thoughts was presented :
« As we belong to the World's Federation, it is our duty to act in accordance
with its principals. Its prineipal is extending the Christian movements to all
nniversities in the world. There is one Scandinavian university as vet entirely
untouched, namely Revkjavik in leeland. A christian student from this island,
who will shortly finish his studies in Copenhagen, has been appointed to work
for Young Men's Christian Associations and Sunday Schools in Iceland, on his
veturn there. Should we not support him and if possible give him a fellow-
worker for a mission to the students in Revkjavik? It is calenlated that Z00
kronor will be needed for this purpose. Should we not try to raise this sum
ns a thankolfering for the blessings we have received during these days?»
In three minutes GI9 kronor were collected, It is to be hoped that this united
effort will tend to strengthen the bond of brotherhood between the Christian
students of Scandinavian universities. Another means to this end is the monthly
paper Erceisior. which was started by the Norwegian Committee in the begin-
ning of 1805 and now became recognized us the official organ of the Seandinavian
Students Christiun Movement. Comumittees were appointed to preparve the next
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conference which will take place in 1899 in Norway. Pastor Eckhoff and myself
were elected the representatives for Scandinavia in the World's Federation Com-
mittee. Sectional meetings were held for the different delerations separately, for
lady students, for medical students. for law students, for IHHIIILEI':-'- of the
Student Missionary Associations, for Y. M. €. A, secrelaries. ete.
Karl Fries, Ph. D,

Students Summer School in the United States took place at Northfield, from June 25
to July 4, in concert with the first general Conference of the World's Students
Federation. More than 600 voung men from 130 colleges and universities,
met together. Religious meelings were held night and morning in turn with
Bible-classes and discussions on different subjects in connection with the work of
the Y. M. C. A. in the universities. The necessity for extending the work to the
professional schools was recognised ; it was also stated how that the influence of
Christinn students has diminished the unfair dealings in work and examinations.
The missionary character of the Federation was dwell upon and different means
of action, both spiritual and material, were discussed and adopted. On the 4th
July the members congress made a manifestalion concerning the annual [éte of
independance of the United States.

The customary meeting on the historie « Round Top » succeeded admirably,
in its picturesque position.

Twenty seven nationalities were rvepresented at the Conference, whose pass-
word seemed to be « The world for Christ ».

The annual conference of the British College Christian Union and Student’s Volunteer Mis-
sionary Union was held this vear from 24th July till 2nd August, at Curber, Der-
byshire. Representatives were present from all the universities and colleges of
Grreat Britain, Two hundred men were nnder canvas, and 150 women were hilleted
at Cliff College and in homes in the village. The gathering was a unigque one,
many of the representatives being the best students in the great universities, and
all of them had surrendsred themselves as followers of Jesus Christ.

Mr. J. Ruotter Williamson, of Edinburgh University, was the president of the
conference, and Mr. J. H. Oldham (who goes to Lahore to represent Scottish As-
sociations) wuas the Seeretary. T'he arrangements were most complete, and a deep
spiritnal tone pervaded all the meetings. Last year the conference was held at
Keswick and all the money necessary for the carrivng on of the following yvear's
work was raised at a public meeting held during the sittings of the Conference. This
vear the students had not the benefit of rich men and women who could give -
wely of their means to carry on the work. During one of the diets of conference a
statement was made by Me. Oldham of the finsncial need, and afier n season
of silent prayver slips were circulated to the delegates and the sum of £. 580
was snbseribed on the spot. The giving of this monev must have necessitated
much sacrifice on the part of the st.1|¢=i'.;1115_ several gold chains and other valuable
pieces of jewellery were handed in as thankofferings.

The conference was highly privileged in having Mr. J. . Motl, international
travelling secretary for the i:n]rlﬂgl:s of the world. Mr. Mboit's addresses produced
a profound impression upon most of the students,

Swiss Students Summer School, Ste Croix 1897. — T'he religious movement in the
universities, which has so greatly developed in Anglo-Saxon countries and has
spread to countries in the East, is now seizing our lands, thank God, and has
given rise this vear to the first Conference of FFrench Students at Versailles, and
to that of German Swiss Students at Aarau, as well as to the third Conference
of Students of French Swiss Universities, which once more took place in the
hospitable village of Ste-Croix, Sept. 20-23. 1t was organised by the Central Inter-
national Committee, and presided over by one of their members, Mr. Ernest
Favre, who took the place of Professor Barde, this latter friend being detained at
Geneva by family affairs. The severity of the military service deprived us also
of the presence of Mr. Ch. Fermaud. The absence of these two dear friends
was much regretted. ! s

Out of the 77 participants, 19 came from Geneva, 20 from Lausanne, 21 from
Nenchatel, 8 from German Switzerland, 7 from France, 1 from England and
1 from Armenia. The different faculties were represented as follows : theology, by
41 students; science 14; arts 9; medicine 9; law 4. There were, besides, 26 pro-
fessors and guests.

« Unity in diversity » seems Lo have been the characteristic of those meet-
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ings, in which different points of view were expressed with great freedom ; but
all discussions, conversations and speeches were of a deep serious turn of mind
and with an ardent desire to accomplish in one's own sphere the will of God.

The opening service of Monday evening and the prayer-meeting of each
morning gave the keynote, and preparcd the hearts and consciences for the
ﬂ{}IEﬂ{“[ Bible lessons of Professor Ch. Porret and Pastor Tophel on « The strug-
gle against sin» and « the principle of a lasting victory ». The necessity ol defend-
ing the sanctuary itself, of one moral life against the enemy who works at its
dissolution and destruction, was cleary shown, and the possibility of a livingr
union with Christ, who alone can sanctify, was set forth with great clearness.

The instructive addresses of Professors Frommel of Geneva, Combe of Lau-
sanne, and G. Godet of Neuchatel, on « Evolution in its connection with the rea-
lisation of the moral instinet of manw», on «The illusions of university students »
and on « Evolution and revelation » being of such actual value, monopolised the
conversations during the hours which were given up after dinner to walks
in the life-giving air of the mountains, impregnated with the smell of the firs.

At halt past four the speeches recommenced, and were directed more to the
work of christian students, when either Pastor Frank Thomas or Mr. D. Lenoir
gave an account of their visit to American students, or the delegates of the diffe-
rent universities showed what had been done or left undone during the past year.
The reports were not brilliant. Our friends the students were humbled at them
and resolved to be more business-like in the future.

One step forward was made by the deeision arrived at. to ask admission of
the Association of Swiss Students “into the World’s Federation and to grant, in
the future, greater responsability and more initiative to Student's Committees
in organizing subsequent conferences.

Twice, the Ste-Croix Church was filled with sympathetic hearers, brought to-
gether to listen to Professor Duperrut, Pastors Eug. Choisy and F. Thomas speak
of vouth, its role in church and state, and of the christian movement in the uni-
versities of different countries. From the commencement to the finish of these
davs, and that progressively, the presence of the Lord was felt; many a hearer
will all his life recollect the blessed time passed in the Council Chamber of
Ste-Croix, and which was brought to an end worthily. by the celebration of the
Lord’s Supper, presided over by Professor Ernest Martin. After hearing so many
voices it was blessed to be with Jesus alone, taking in communion with our
brethren the symbols of His body, broken for us and His blood shed for us and
hearing him say to us : « I gave my life for thee; what wilt thon do for me? »
With this impression we came down again into the plain. V., pastor.

e e, Y ———————

Our Soldiers.

Young Men's Christian Association Soldier Mission at Copenhagen, Denmark. — Abont
contemporary with the period that Y. M. €. A. got their own home, in
Dec. 1889, the work among the soldiers at Copenhagen was begun, as a small
circle of soldiers (about 15-20), who used to meet on the Sunday afternoons for
Bible-readings got their locality there and besides. free admission was offered to
the soldiers to the reading and writing-rooms at the home

When the great calling out of the recruits approached in the ensuing spring,
the Association offered through De Unges Blad (the Newspaper of the Young)
members of the brother association, assistance and advice immediately on their
arrival at the metropolis as also room at the home of the Association for the
trunks, the money and other private property, which they brought with them, by
which means they might avoid becoming a prey to enterprising men of business,
who only speculate in gaining money and who, at the same time, entice the
young men to the path of vice. The host of the Association, for the time being,
who during his leisure hours had acted as missionary among the soldiers and had
acquired a great love for them and was sensible of their dangerous position, was
in the summer 1891 requested to leave his situation as typographer, in order that
he might exclusively devote himself to work among the soldiers. — From this
{mrn:::i the missionary work among the soldiers was wonderfully blessed by the
sord. '

The attention was now not only directed on the preservation of the believing
young men, who attended the home, but the words of the Lord : « Go out and
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make them enter » were taken up, and by the kind cooperation on the part o-
the military authorities and the chaplains, admission was given the soldier-mis
sionary to the barracks and the hospital of the garrison. — Evening after evening
the soldiers are collecting, during the summer-time, about the gospel. to hear it
expounded in the yard of the barracks, and visits are paid almost daily to man

hundreds of sick soldiers, to whom Testaments and Christian tracts are distributed,
comforting words are spoken to the afflicted, and the ealling word of the Lord is
trving to gather the stray sheep back into the fold.

et us attend the missionary a summer-evening into one of the large barracks,
where up to 2000 men are living and let us witness such a meeting.

It is 7 o'clock and the drilling is over, some of the soldiers are busy ealing,
other polish their uniforms or guns, others again arve in full-dress and are just
going out in town. As soon as we have got inside the barrack-gate, we distribnte
small tracts and invite to the meeting ; most of the soldiers give an excuse and
rush ont or continue their work. Here and there we meet with a well-known face
brightening up at the visit of the missionary: he immediately runs up to his
room in order to invite his comrades. As yet only very few are collected. but
experience has taught us that shortly after having begun the meeting, more sol-
diers will appear. We commence by singing a well-known psalm, a lot of children
join in the chorus and the soldiers come quite slowly, at first somewhat bashful
but getting gradually more frank as the crowd increases. Now a word of the
Bible is taken. to which is joined a short ronsing and fervent sermon with small
traits from the life of the goldiers, reminiscences aboul home, about father and
mother: the femptations of the life in the metropolis and the military life are
revealed and there is pointed ont what an ally to wickedness is found in the
hearts of the voung, while Jesus, under the many beautiful allegories, in which
he meets us in Holy Writ is the sole Saviour to those who wish to be saved from
erdition. The soldiers have quietly listened to the sermon, a single scornful voice
1s hushed down by the culm‘nfl-*s and here and there a soldier may be seen strug-
gling to repress a tear. which will force its way out. Now another song, which is
known by all the soldiers, is chanted with great life. After a short prayer and
the confession of our faith follows an affectionate invitation to come to the Y. M.
C. A. home. Still a little conversation with the few who come io shake hands
with us, and we go on to the next barracks. Similar meetings are held on the
puardships of the Royal Navy, and it is not seldom, that several hundred soldiers
attend such meetings.

In the winter this kind of work becomes more difficult, as there only are
some particular barracks where localities for meetings may be had « fixed even-
ing in the week, but where such is to be obtained, the soldiers also in winter
collect in the barracks about the Word of God. Several believing officers and town-
missionaries often take part in the meetings and a young clergyman at the
« Garnisons Kirke » has meetings together with the soldier-missionary, both at the
hospital-church and at the barracks; very often however the missionary has to go
alone and wants greatly a regular fellow-worker. That this activity ontwardly has
had a salutary re-acting influence on the working and the visit at the home is
not difficult to understand. The soldiers have hitherto shared the home with
Y. M. (. A. and their own parlour and reading-room has not by far been suffi-
cient to them, but they have been obliged also to make use of the other rooms,
especially on the Sundays.

The "Bible-meetings which in 1800 collected about 20, now collect as many as
the home can hold (100 to 120 soldiers) and we look forward with longing to the
time when « Y. M. C. A.» can make its entrance into that property. the area of
which shortly ago has been acquired, and a great work of agitation is now being
done in order to procure the necessary means. 5 to G600 soldiers of all services
have during the past year had their private property kept in the « Y. M. C. A.»
soldier-home. Thousands of letters, to which the necessary stationery has been
provided free of cost, have been written. Several hundred soldiers have during
the past vear had about 10,000 Kroner deposited and have drawn this amount in
small items by degrees us they were wanted besides their very seanty military
pay. Many have frequented the home during their leisure hours and have here
met with believing comrades, strengthening for their life in God when they
sought him in private or when they were collected together to mutual prayer and
raise and have found compensation for those homes, which they want sadly
Suring their life in the barracks. The soldier-mission has formed strong links
between Y. M. C. As work in the metropolis and the rest of the country and is
daily brounght before the throne of grace throngh the intercession of many bre-
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thren. This connection is formed partly through home-returning soldiers, who
have told what importance the soldier-mission got for them during their time of
military service, and partly through the journey of the soldier-missionary out in
the country in winter, where he not only speaks with the parents, but also gets
oceasion to speak with the young before they meet later. Wllnan the calling out of
the soldiers for the military service is approaching, letters are pouring in from all
ﬁm-ts of the country, in which the soldier states his arrival and which ensnres
1im to be received by friends who receive him and guide him to the home of
. 1 A '

If this short view of the soldier-mission at Copenhagen might urge brethren
in Y. M. €. A. in other countries to start a similar work among our military
brethren, it would add very considerably to the joy of

One of the soldiers friends in Denmark.

England. — The Soldiers’ Christian Association, which is connected officinlly
with the English Y. M. €. A's, numbers 193 branches with 2300 members,

Germany. — A meeting for soldiers took place 23rd May at Ludwigsburg (Wur-
temberg) at which one hundred were present.

After a prayer and a Bible study on 1 Peter 2, 11-17, an interesting discus-
sion on the duties of christian soldiers followed; many of those present, sub-offi-
cers and soldiers stated their own experiences.

The principal oceasions where a christian soldier can show practical sympa-
thy for his comrades are : — to lend assistance in the pefty difficulties and needs
of the service, to do his daty conscientiously even when not observed : to keep at
least serious in the presence of coarse or swearing messmates. and to exhort them
modestly and affectionately in private; to shield especially the recrnits who for
the most part suffer from home-sickness, never to mallreat or jeer at them: to
turn messmates from bad society or habits in a brotherly way, and invite them
into Christian circles.

Y. M. C. A. life whilz on military service or a battalion Y. M. C. A. — During the ma-
nouvres, a good number of members are called to he serviée as reserves and
come into the lines with soldiers already under the colours. The establishment of
military lists, doubtlessly permits them to find each other; but besides this, what
is required is an active and energetic man, in every tactic, who takes upon him-
self to group and organise them. That is what was done in a battalion of Swiss
Fusileers at the last military service, under the name of « Y. M. €. A, of
1st Battalion ».

« What! a new association? another organisation ? » you will say. Certainly!
To gronp the members and abstainers to form a living association with their
committes programme and meetings, such was our aim, and such was, to a cer-
tain extent, the result obtained during the last military service of the Ist Bat-
talion.

To eall together the members enrolled on the military list, to name a com-
mittee of five members, a president and four delegates (one per company), to ask
each one to remain faithful to the spirit of the Assoeiation, to fix meetings and
the programme for those meetings, such was. in few words, the work accomplished
at our first meeting. Experiments of former years had not had more than very
poor results. Why? One cause seemed to me to be the lack of organisation
amonyg the soldier members ; there was no cohesion among them. A second canse
I find in the reply made to me by a comrade : « [ went to supper and then it was
too late. » Now, supper for a soldier is very important, u]ll who have been
through the military service know it is so. We have suppressed the first reason
by nominating a commiltee, and, as to the second reason, it was evident we
should sup together, a thing which we did till the end of the drill.

Kach member can bring with him two comrades: this is a good means of
doing service and at the same time making the work known. These comrades are
in this manner kept away from cafés and the drink; they are placed under an
influence which one must strive to make both good and pleasant, The evening
terminating by prayer and divine service, these happy moments of brotherly
contact in the very presence of God leave a lasting impression. We were able to
continue our daily meetings in spite of the maneuvres, and we were glad of it.
Soon the battalion left its quarters and engaged in the Jorat, to go into eanton-
ments at Fey. There is no Y. M. C. A. in this village. After many turns and in
spite of two hours evening service from 6 to 8. we met at 8 o'clock sharp, some
eight or ten soldiers in addition to some eight or ten friends of the locality. At
this meeting, we showed our joy in the Master's service and spoke of the faith-
fulness of our Lord; after heing encouraged and fortified by reading His word,
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rejoiced by hymns, restored both in body and soul, we returned to cantonments,
pleased and satisfied with this good and splendid evening.

At the next village, on the morrow, evervthing was made clear, thanks to our
arrangement with the Y. M. C, A. president at Isle. It was arrenged we should
meet before the College at the time of disbursing. We had said we should be
twelve and twelve we were; il seems that this fact alone had a great value for
those who had the care of organising the soirée.

Again, at Morges, a good soirée was helid in the Temperance Café opposite
the Barracks..., and so on from place to place.

Y. M. C. A. soldiers or abstainers, torm yourselves into « Y. M. C. A. Balta-
lions, » « Batteries, » « Squads » or « Ambulance ». have good regulations, let each
one strive to be faithful in the place he ocenpies and vou will have vour re-
wards !

German Switzerland. — The 2nd army corps monoeavres took place in September
in North Switzerland. Nearly 30,000 men took part in these manceuvres. As in
preceding years, the Y. M. C. A’s did their utinost for the soldiers, they nomi-
nated an Acting Committee whose business it was to come to terms with the
military authorities, both civil and ecclesiastical, in view of establishing Reading
and Correspondance Rooms where the troops were to go into cantonments. The
rlilen have very little time, but short though the free moments be, we must seize
them.

The rooms opened by the Associations are very much appreciated, provided
with different papers. writing paper and envelopes in asbundance, packing mate-
vial ; Lthey prove for the soldier a comfortable shelter, where, during free hours,
he can write home, forward his packets, or simply enjoy a quiet read, without
having to look in the eafés for the necessary malerials at the price of dangerous
temptations. He is also invited 1o take part in the Praver-meetings and Bible-
classes of the Associations.

The arrangement of such places is not in itselfl diffienlt; some generons do-
nations in kind, the Y. M. . A. subsecriptions, daily papers sent free by the press,
have furnished the necessary. Town anthorities or private persons have lent the
rOOms.

The commander of the 2nd aviny corps (colonel Keller, chief of the general
stafl) had given his approval to the project. One important thing. for the manau-
vres did not last long, was that at the desived time, everything was veady for
use, and that the troops heard of the preparation of the rooms in good time. We
think we may here state the modus operandi of the Acting Committee, which
was presided over by Mr. Schmuzigee-Stieheli, of Aarau. :

From the 30th Jone, a prefatory circular was sent, asking help and advice
towards organising the rooms.

soon after, a second civewlar was sent to persons capable of helping in the
arrangement and supervision of the premises.

Special arrangements were made in some communes or places where the pas-
tors could not lend their help.

The organising of 127 rooms being in this wanner ensured, it only remained
to make known to the soldiers their existence and aim.

This was the object of a third circular. sent out the 20th Augnst to all the
troop officers. In the eircular was set forth the aim of these rooms, opened gra-
tuitously to soldiers; at the same time they were placed under the kind proteec-
tion of the officers. who were asked to recommend them to the men as the ocea-
sion presented itself.

Mr. Aellen was, at this oceasion, presented as official agent of the Acting
Commiltee ; he was furnished with a ecarvd thas anthorising him, signed by the
Commandant.

As in preceding vears, the rooms were verv mneh appreciated by officers,
petty officers and men, all the more so as a terribly rainy season set in during
the whole maneuvres : this was evidenced by the members visiting the rooms.

Numerous letters have borne witness to gratitnde both of superior officers
and their subordinates.

In spite of the bad weather, the meetings did not lnck in heartiness and we
feel right in rejoicing at the thought that the hours of healthy leisure passed in

~our rooms contributed to keep up a cheerful spirit among the troops.

The Y. M. C. A’s did a truly useful work; may God grant his blessing !
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Aun Opinton about our work.

The Bishop of Iereford, presiding over a public meeting held on Thursday,
:":r‘!'h'lll.lu‘t' 23ed, o mark the vemoval of the Leominster Association into its new
premises, Grafton House, Burgess Street, said in the course of an admirable ad-
dress 1 « I should like to sayv what pleasare it gives me alwavs to support the
canse of the Y. M. . A, T'wo particnlar reasons have led me to do any little ]
can to assist so excellent an institution; and the first is that it has for many years
been doing a good work while other people have been very much asleep. 1t has
been acting in advance of public opinion; it has been edueating public opinion;
and it has opened the eves of all Christians to a great social duty. It has been
the pioneer of social Christisn work, and deserves the hearty gratitude and the
active support of all who believe in the religion of Christ. Another reason is,
that the institution specially invites layvmen to engage in active Christian work,
and voung laymen too. It is one of the great needs of England., and of the
Church to which 1 belong, that there should be more active Christian work on
the part of laymen.... This Association has stimulated that work a good deal,
and is still setling a good example all over the kingdoni. »

(Y. M. . A. Noles).

e AT S ——
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Letters and News.

Germany

Eastern Alliance. — We see in the Year Book of this Alliance for 1897 that the
number of Y. M. C. A's affilinted has risen to 237 (20 more than last year). In
all Germany, among the 8 sections, there are 1230 associations. The number of
members in the Eastern Alliapce is 13,831 and has not increased in the same pro-
portion as lasi vear, which is not to be wondered at considering the abnormal
growth of the work to 1880, The work of strengthening and rooting must of
necessity lead to the natural weeding out of those only artificially attached to the
association, and who seek only exterior advantages. Of the 13,871 members al-
rendy mentioned, Berlin counts 3,231 and the rest of Brandeburg 3,908,

The Employment Office of the Alliance (Sophienstrasse 19) performs wonderful
service. The Bundes Bole relates the following story, showing the conciliatory spirit
which has sway in this establishment. the very feeling ealeulated to calm certain
misunderstandings between master and men : — « A young painter and decovator
eame into the bureau, one dav, in a great state of excitement. asking to be
set free from the unjust dealings of his employver, » « 1 did every bit of my work,
aid he, and vet money has been deducted wrongly; to add to this 1 have heen
dismissed without notice.» On being advised to keep calmer and state his wrongs
more clearly, he was questioned as to salary, work. hours, ete, 1"he conclusion
was that the employer was found to be strictly in the right and the voung
ainter convinced of it by degrees. He gave up complaining and all bitterness
eft him.

Saxon Alliance. — A meeting of past and present friends of the White Cross
work took place at Dresden. The number of members. in Germany is 10,500.
It was there stated that great encouragement is derived from the prayer-meet-
ings and the reading of the Association jonrnal entifled Das weisse Kreus (The
white Cross). Two pastors took upon themsélves the care of composing' a
tract on the work, a tract for the people and one which ean bhe spread broad cast.
The way to deal with young men who have gone back into ways of sin was
seriously discussed.

Western Alliance. — This Alliance celebrated their Annual Féte Jlst July at
Elberfeld. Many reports, on all branches of the Y. M. C. A. work, the Soldier's
Mission, the Mutual Help Society (till now 100,000 marks have been distributed
to young men in need, to 471 sick persous for G280 dav’s illness). The Boy's Bran-
ches and the Associations publications have wonderfully developed.

Great Britain.

Brilish National Conference at Glasgow. — — The National Conference of Y. M. C.
A's of Great Britain and Ireland met at Glasgow the Tth September. About (K
delegates came togeiher by invitation of the Central Y. M. C. A. of this town.
"The meetings took place in a splendid building, the Christian Institute , head-
quarters of the Y. M. C. A., which has just been enlarged by two monumenial
aisles, the « Bible Training Institute » and the « Y. M. C. A’s Club ». These
together form an imposing mass. The Club inelndes, besides many other rooms,
192 hedrooms for young men.

The building was inaugurated at the opening of the Conference, and the
same evening an official reception, offered by the Lord Provost and the magis-
trates, took place in the town reception-hall. It was interesting to hear the lead-
ing Glasgow magistrates testify to the good work of the Y. M. C. A. which, in
that same town, has so greatly developed.

On the morrow, the Conference work commenced with devotional meetings,
full of meditation and enthusiasm. The prayer meetings did not lack life, nor
did the reports lack christian pith. Just in proportion as the Associations develop,
so they feel to n greater degree the dangers which surround them; the only
means of avoiding these snares is to have all their interior and exterior wor
always full of the spirit of the Gospel. Everything which was said in that direc-
tion was strongly upheld by the symrpathy of those assembled. In the same spi-
rit the following snhiecls were dealt with : — The future work of the Y. M. C.
A’s: 1) spiritual, 2) social, 3) physical. — How the Associations may best train
their members for distinetive work among young men? — The dangers of the
Y. M. . A’s. and how to remedy them! — The needs and claims of Y. M. C. A.
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work in the British Colonies and dependencies, and in foreign countries. — How
to influence classes of young men at present unreached by the Y. M. C. A7 —
Concerning this last subject, a striking report of Miss Sandes was read: it dealt
with her work among the soldiers and an exeellent message from Mr. Oldham,
the new Secretary of Scottish Associations for the mission among students in
Indian.

It the christian side was very much dwelt upon and the central thought :
« The voung men for Christ, Christ for the voung men » was often reverted to,
as being the very « vaison d'étre» of the Y. M. C. A's, the missionary side was
by no means lost sight of. Many meetings were given up to this.

The British Associations gave prool during these conferences, that they real-
ise the responsibility which this great empire hmposes upon them.

To complete the aecount of these well-filled days, let us mention a large and
very animated meeting at St-Andrews Hall, the chair being taken by Lord Owver-
toun, when Sir G. Williams, Lord Kinnaird, Mr. Frnest Favre, the delegate of
the Central International Committee, Commander Piovanelli (Rome), Bev. Mac
Neill and others pleaded the canse of the Y. M. C. A. The inauguration of a
new building in a suburb, and the splendid reception given by Lord Overtoun,
at his Dnmbarton residence, e¢losed this imposing Conference, which is the lar-
gest, and probably one of the best, which has taken place on British soil.

[t is only right to mention Lord Overtoun’s name among those who have had
an important part in the success ol this Conference, and to join to it the name
of the indefatigable and excellent Secretary of the Glasgow Y. M. C. A,
Mr. Oatts.

The €. I, (& delegate had a most cordial reception and has retarned deeply
grateful for the token of affection given to our Committee on this occasion. He
has returned very muoch encouraged too, to see proofs of interest in the work
being done on the continent.

Our friends in Greal Britain promise ns a numerous representation ot the
next International Conference at Basle. They will be right welmriqv! 4

Srn, Favee.

Scotland.

Aberdeen. — I'or a considerabile time o desire tor a through scheme of alterations
in connection with the Y. M. C. A. buildings has been manifested. The rooms
are less attractive than might be, the large hall is especially cheerless and ill-
arranged, and the accomodation generally is inadequate and behind the age. The
association has, we understand, now resolved to o on with the heightening of
the llnrﬂseul biildings and the reconstruction of the interior. The basement will be
fitted up as a restaurant, the reading and class rooms and halls will be improved,
and the large hall enlarged to hold 1000; fully 200 more than its present capacity.
Three bedrooms will be available for boarders. The estimated cost is £ 2000,

Edinburgh, — The Edinburgh Association has issued their annual report as a
tastefully bound booklet. The membership at the end of the vear notwithstanding
the admission of 71 new members was 407, a deerease of 26 on the previous yvear.
The Bible Class has 90 on the roll, and the sabbath afternoon open air and fel-
lowship meeting has suceessful sessions. The lodging-house work, song services,
and gospel meetings were much blessed. Deputation work is a nseful department
and over 200 meetings were addressed in the east and south of Scolland. The
Scotsman  Christian  Fellowship has by request of its members been affiliated
with the Y, M. C. A, The work among juniors has been specially successful. In
addition to the religious meetings there are harrviers and rambling clubs. The fo-
reign mission and tract distribution section continne their important work. The
cricket club had an enjoyable season. The total revenne was £ G698 and the expen-
diture £ 672,

Egypt and Palestine.

Un Thursday afternoon, the Colonial and Foreign Committee of the English
National Council held a meeting at which it was provisionally arranged to send a
worker to Egypt and Palestine in the early months of 1808, to promote work in
behalf of young men in various important cities in those countries. Subsequently
a conference was held between members of the English National Council and
the Committee of the British College Christian Union, with the object of render-
ing possible the fuller cooperation of the two organizations. '
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America

North American Indians. — Do our readers know there is a Y. M. €. A, mmong
the red skins ? We think not, for these nssociation have until quite recently lived
a part without being helped or visited. In 1897, these are 46 Indian Y. M. C. A's,
and the fact that they have greatly inereased without outside help shows their
vita.ity. Of course their work was only rudimentary : they had only one meeting
for worship every week and simple christian brotherhood brought them together
without having any organising bhody, lists, ete. But young Indians long for a
deeper instruetion, and thanks to the devoted efforts of Dr. Eastmann, secretary
of the International Committee for the Mission among Indians, steps have heen
taken. A Young Sioux, named Arthur Tibbets, is already studying at Springfield
to become secretary of the Associations in his tribe. Dr. Eastmann has also made
great efforts in favour of Y. M. i, A’s among the Crows of Montana and the
Nez-Pereés.

The summer schools for Y. M. . A, members are very much appreciated by
the Indians. This kind of conference was held for the second time at Big Stone
Sea, Dakota, in the corner of a splendid Jand where the fents were placed on
ground which, 48 years previously, lqul served for the war dances. Among those
yresent were some of the finest specimens of former warricrs. At dusk on the
irst evening the hymn * Jesus, Saviour of my soul™ was sung and the neigh-
bouring hills re-echoed the peaceful sound in the grave and harmonious tone of
Dakota,

These meetings took place 16—24 June wilh 84 participants of Indian race
(twice as many as in 189G). They were directed by seven white men who were
secretaries of Associations and gave biblical instruction, spoke of the general
and physical work, ete. Many youg Indians testificld simply and touchingly
of their faith in their Saviour and of their gratitode towards friends who
had come from Him to teach them. It is a noble task for the Y. M. €. A, to
enlighten with the eternal light of the Gospel the end of these old races so long
tracked and decimated by the whites, and who seem destined soon to disappear
altogether,

Sandwich Islands. — At Honolulu the Y. M. C. A. was commenged in 1869 ; it
has had its own building since 1882, This great Association ol American style is
visited especially by white colonists and inhabifants.

The Chinese have also the same kind of Y. M. C. A. exeept that they give
no attention to physical development. There ave 375 members, the chinese popula-
tion of the Hawaian Islands being considerable. There is no Y. M. C. A, properly
speaking, either for the natives or Japanese although there are Young Men’s
Societies among them which we hope, will assume a most Christian character.
Mr. Mott's tour has promoted the foundation of Y. M. .. A's in three colleges
one of which being sniirely composed of natives.

In Molokai Island a Y. M. €. A. of young lepers exists; we believe there is no
other instance of this, Their house cost ¢ 1000, and a young secretary presides
over it.

Africa

Cape Town.— Southern Africa has become so important and the colonisation has
developed to such an extent, that the metropolis of the Cape becomes more and
more cosmopolitan. The members of Y. M. C. A's of all countries will rejoice to
know that the Cape Town Y.M.C.A. is very suceessful especially so since Mr. Sprigg
has been at the head. Mr. Sprigg. after having taken upon himself the secreta-
ryship at Melbourne states that he found rich spiritual blessings to his own soul,
in the work. A short time back Mr. Sprigg puifll a visit to the English and Awme-
rican Y. M. C. A’s. On being asked his idea on the English Y. M. G. A's, he
rave it as his opinion that apart from the religious character of the work. the
intellectual , physical, and social aspects were not dealt with sufficiently.
Mr. Sprigg severely condemns the system of sending into the colonies, in order
to give a fresh start to them, young men who in their native land have run into
debt or have committed some indelicaev. The temptations with which they are
confronted immediately on their arrival in the colonies are greater instead of less
than in Europe, and moreover it will be impossible for them to find Inerative
employement without sufficient certificates and recommendations,
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Madagascar. — Mr. Rakotonirainy of Madagascar, student in the Felix Neft School
in Montpellier, gave the following details of his country, at the oceasion of the
anniversary of the Nimes Association. 2 May 1897,

At Anfananarivo there are many temples. Each one possesses a Y. M. (. A,
in eonnection with it. There are some 30 in the town. So it was thought that
some details on so important a work among our youths might interest you,

The Associations were founded at Antananarivo in 1822 and they rapidly
spread throngh all Emyrna. 1 cannot give you the exact number, but I know
they arve numerons, When Messrs. Lauga and Kriger about a vear ago arranged
conferences for young men, the Association members of Antananarvivo and round
about met in a grand temple. We were in all about 2000 voung men.

The Y. M. €. A. to which we belong and of which 1 had the honour of
being secretary numbered about 100 members when we left Madagascar.

A president, two secretaries and two treasurers have the management ; spe-
cial committees take charge of different branches of the work. For instance one
visits sick members while another gives his time to the extension of the Asso-
ciation.

We have a members’ meeling every week, like your Bible-Classes in France.
One of the members takes the ehair and introduces the subject. Each one is then
free to read some verses in connection with that subject or to say some worids.
All members are bound fto attend these meelings and the Committee is very
severe on this point. There are specinl registers in which are noted down the
names of those present. When a member has heen absent the secretary writes to
him : if absent a second time the Committee pay him a visit, if he do not give
his excnse to the seeretary by lefter, or verbally by means of another member,
he is struck off the Association list after a fourth absence not explained.

Wa have besides, once a month, a meeting at which memlln_-.ra give an ae-
count of their own aetivity during the month ; the secretary read the monthly
report, and each one relates in few words what ke has seen, the advance he has
been able to make, the blessing which he has veceived. Then, afterwards, the
Secratary reads aloud the articles of engagement which ave always posted up in
the Y. M. C. A. quarters.

These arficles are repeated aloud by all members present.

Here are the articles of engagement @

1. T promise voluntarily to be 'a servant of Jesus-Christ and 1 ask the Holy
Spirit fo direct me in all fhings. i

2. 1 promise voluntarily to pray to God every day and to read the Bible
often.

3. 1 promise to attend worship and every meeting unless unavoidably hin-
dered. and in such case, to state so by letter or word of mouth to the secretary
or other member of the Association.

4. T promise to do all in my power to help forward the Y. M. (. A,

5. 1 promise to work for the conversion of the people and to draw the great-
est possible number of young men to Jesus Christ.

The Committees have the work of visiting, every five or six months, each of
the Y. M. C. A. members and to worship with the family.

These are some details which we are happy to give you. We have been blessed
bv God in this important work and we expect still greater blessings, for God is
Almighty and He will hear our prayers for it.

Y

Australasia.

Adelaide. — The Y. M. €. A. here have published their 18th report, from
which it is seen that their influence is spread indirectly with their work through-
out all South Australia.

Sydney. — Mr. W. H. Sallmon. M. A.. late General Secretary of the Yale Asso-
ciation and a suceessful Y. M.C. A, officer of considerable experience, has recently
arrived in Sydney to take up the work of Travelling Seeretary for Australasia of the
Students' Christian Union. Mr. Sallmon has done most valnable work in America
as a Bible teacher.

Hobart Town. — We have just received the 15th report from this town (18Y6).
It contains interesting account or. the spiritual and social work of the Association.
We shonld add a four davs missionary tour to New Norfolk and one to Bel-
levive, in which a good number of members took part; the sailor's home, the
Temperance, the monthly invitations to the house of the president, ete.
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Bombay. — The Bombay Y. M. C. A. tukes care of soldiers and sailors, who
commence to frequent the Association freely, and on Sunday evenings they are
meetings, to suit them, in one of the Association rooms.

Waest Indies.

Barbados. — Mr. Malby T'rimingham, Hon. Secretary of the Barbados Asso-
ciation, writes: “A revival is much needed and, more especially, an exposition
from outsiders of the true nature, aim, and work of a Y. M. C. A. Is it not pos-
sible for a Travelling Secretary to pay us a visit and stir up interest?” This As-
sociation owns its building, and while this vear's record show a slight decrease
in the membership, there ave now signs of improvement.

Port Antonia. — Ileport by Mr. W. H. Plant:

“*Another year has brought us to our seventh. T'he past year has been one
of specially hard times, but, thank God, we have livel on, Our membership has
not inereased during the 1|_m,~.at vear. We have had several additions, but, for many
reasons, quile as many have left us. The distinctly Christian character of the
Association is the only thidg that has kept it in the midst of a growing wordli-
ness among our young men. We have had the usual religious and secular mee-
tings during the year, to which we have added a Debating Society. The Sunday
evening Bible Class is very much better attended, and we often obtain the ser-
vices of Christian tourists to address our Sunday afternoon services, which are
always well attended, To God our Father, who has kepl us in the past, we still
look in faith for better things.”

Island of Cayman Brae. — A Missionary, writing from the above islaund, says:
I am forming a Y. M. C. A. amongst our yvoung men, and wish for information
and rules that will guide us. When at home (Sonthampton) I was a member of
the Y. M. €. A. and was brought to the Lord through its Secrelary. I remember
its great influence in forming my character, and trust onrs may have a like in-
fluence upon our voung men. (English Year Book'.

China.

The following is an extract from the letter of & voung Swiss established at
Tien-Tsin, dated 20 June 1807 :—

« For many years there existed a group of young indigenous Christians unit-
ing together under the direction of missionaries; and when Rev. Lyon, the delegate
of American Y. M. C. A's, arrived at Tien-Tsin to commence work, he found a
nucleus of young men ready to second him.

It was thus in the Spring of 1896 that the Tien-Tsin Y. M. €. A. was foun-
ded in connection with the Ameriean Associations, which now numbers 70 mem-
bers, voung Chinese of rich families, nearly all students in the edncational estab-
lishments, both ecivil and military, founded here by the famons viceroy Li-Hung-
Chang,

Soon afterwards, a rich Christian American ladv, who was visiting the mis-
sionary stations in the north of China, wished to leave a lasting souveniv of her
stay in Tien-Tsin. and presented the young Association with a sum of 10,000 taels
(about £ 1600) to be devoied to the erection of a Y. M. €. A. building, which we
had the joy of inaugurating last weelk,

The Paris Basis., which were read at the inangural ceremony, arve inscribed
at the head of the rules; the Assoeciation will lose all right to the building
if they lose their evangelical standing; this is the sole condition laid down
by the giver. Like all the protestant establishments, the building is situated out-
side the limits’ of the European concession, — this us a means of economy and
to render the missions more independent of the interference of consuls.

On the dav of inauguration, the great hall of the building, decorated with
green and mottoes, in Chinese and English, was occupied by 100 young natives
and 30 foreigners, nearly all missionaries, among whom were many ladies.

What pleased me most were the speeches of two chinese students, in the
name of their respeetive establishments, spoken with such warmth and convie-
tion that they brought forth storms of applause.

To bring the meeting to a elose, the hymn of Luther « God is onr refuge «
Wwias snng. . oy

I am powerless to deseribe the emotion which laid hold of me on hearing in
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this place, thonsands of miles away from home, this hymn whose melody recalls
80 mMany memories,

The president of the Association is the president or mayvor of the British
colony in Tien-Tsin, another proof of that tolerance of which the English so often
give us an example: the other members of the Committee, except the General
Secretary, are natives, The fee is one piastre (1/8), which after all is only a
form, for the generous donor has provided for the expenses of the Association
for many years.

Just as one of the speakers said, this inauguration is a memorable date not
only for Tien-Tsin, but for the whole of China, for it signalises the entry of an-
other combatant into the lists, viz. the young Christian Chinese. It is a4 new stone
added to the building which is being constructed by those who wish to civilise
China not by the cannon, but by the might of Christian brotherhood alone, and
by the love we are bound to manifest to our yellow fellowbeings, whatever
may be their defect.

In the colossal work to be performed in China, a great part falls to the lot
of the Y. M. C. A’. The work commenced a vear ago, will spread to all open
ports in which there already exist strong bands of young Chinese only awaiting
an opportunity to form themselves into Associations. I already picture to myself
a strong federation of Y. M. C. A's, some years hencg, having ramifications in
all provinces of the Celestial Empire, taking part in tffe struggles as also in the
successes of the work of regenerating China.

Among the voung men who, the other day, heard their compatriots and
strangers whom they knew to be their sincere friends, there were some who
may, one day, wear the orange blossom of the mandarin, or even the celebrated
peacock’s feather. Let then: then, remember what they have heard at the Y.M.C.A.,
that they be not only just and upright magistrates, but also faithful Christians !

Japan.

A letter from Mr. John T. Swift, American Secretary for Tapan, states that
the past vear has witnessed the mo;t remarkable progress of Assoeiation work in
that land. Mr. Mott’s tour, says Mr. Swift, « was one mightly demonstration of
spiritual power. The Y. M. .. A. College work has quite tripled, and the work in
ﬁlk}fu has come on to a stranger and more eifective evangelistic basis than
£Ver. n

—

Latest News
Rome, 23 October 1897,

““ One of our active members, Count Solone di Campello, nephew of the cele-
hrated Count Enrvico, the initiator of the reform novement in the Roman Church,
known by the name of  Reform of the Old Catholies™, set sail the 15th inst for
Springfield (Mass.) where he will take his three years’ course in the Tr&inin%

“School for General Secretaries. He was at Rome in the magistracy and wel
known in high society,” A. Pirazzini, Gen. Sec.

.—_‘:-"ib—.
Gifts received for the “Messenger’. — J.-I’.C., Lausanne 4/-: Johanna and Dagmar
(Tjustrup Presbeterv) 4/6; A. L., Bale, 9 1,2 d; C. W., Cassel, 10/-; H.H. Zu-
rich, 1/6; H. C.., Zurich, 3/2; L. 5. Dieulelit, &7-; A. I., Lausanne, 1/6; J. C.,

Morges, 5 d.; F. T., Lausanne, 1/11; O. M., Rolle, 11 d.; A-R. G., 4/-. Total :
£ 1,16, 9. — Hearty thanks to all.

— R e L

This life has a value only when it serves to the religious education of

our heart. Madame de Staél.
It is good for a man that he bear the yoke in his youth.

Lam. 3, 27.

For divers reasons (direction _r.}_f the Course for S&ﬁretériés; especially),
M. Fermaud has been hindered from finishing the account of his tour in
Denmark ; this is to be continued in the next number.




